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The Government of Pakistan is committed to achieving the SDGs and has 
taken measures to localize the SDG Agenda. At the Federal level, the federal 
SDGs Support Unit at the Ministry of Planning Development and Special 
Initiatives (Mo PD&SI) has been operational since February 2017 and has been 
streamlining all efforts towards inclusive and evidence-based development for 
the achievement of SDGs. Like other targets, the Government of Pakistan 
recognizes that migration is an important target to be reached and has 
susubstantial impact on all development outcomes. Migration is a crosscutting 
theme across the SDGs and when effectively managed, can serve as catalyst 
for Pakistan’s development. Figure 1 shows specific and other migration related 

goals and targets. 
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SDGs and Migration Data in Pakistan



In order to bring together all 
stakeholders related to 
migration data management in 
Pakistan, the Federal SDGs 
Support Unit MoPD&SI and 
International Organization for 
Migration (IOM)-UN Migration 
AgenAgency in Pakistan jointly 
organized a roundtable 
discussion on April 29, 2021. This 
meeting was part of a 
long-term coordination and 
joint working of the Federal 
SDGs Unit and ION over the 
laslast two years. The objective the 
discussion was to understand 
the data collection mechanisms 
of different stakeholders related 
to migration data in Pakistan. 

Against this backdrop, there is a strong need for efficient collection, processing, analysing 
and dissemination of migration related data to identify issues, reduce vulnerabilities of 
migrant populations and provide conducive environment for their active contribution in the 
socio-economic development of Pakistan. As migration data collection and management 
practices require revamping and effective coordination among different stakeholders, there 
is a need to understand and critically evaluate the current practices surrounding migration 
data management in Pakistan that include data collection, storage, analysis and most 
imporimportantly dissemination and sharing amongst various stakeholders

The roundtable discussion was chaired by Chief Economist of the MoPD&SI, Dr. Muhammad 
Ahmad. Among key notables, Ms. Mio Sato, Chief of Mission IOM and Mr. Knut Ostby, 
Resident Representative UNDP, Ms. Ammara Durrani, Assistant Resident Representative 
UNDP, Ms. Suzana Pakler, Senior Program Manager IOM, Mr. Muhammad Ali Kemal, Chief 
SDGs MoPDSI, Mr Nadeem Ahmed, Social Policy Advisor MoPD&SI and Dr Abdur Rehman 
Cheema,  Research Analyst MoPDSI shared their views on the importance of migration 
related data for SDGs implementation. 
RRepresentatives from Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA), National Database and Registration 
Authority (NADRA), Ministry of Interior (MoI), Ministry of Overseas Pakistanis and Human 
Resource Development (MOPHRD) and Ministry of States and Frontier Regions (SAFRON) 
also attended the meeting and provided input from their respective departments.



Opening Remarks

Dr. Muhammad Ahmed 
Chief Economist
Ministry of Planning, Development & Special Initiatives

Mr. Knut Ostby, 
Resident Representative
UNDP Pakistan
Resident Representative of the UNDP, Mr. Knut Ostby, highlighted the importance of 
migration data management for Pakistan, particularly in the context of improving 
migration governance and achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the 
country. 
HeHe mentioned UNDP’s ongoing support to the SDG Unit at the MoPD&SI and highlighted 
the important of partnerships for SDG achievement in the country. Mr. Ostby stressed on 
the need to improve coordination and collaboration among different stakeholders to take 
policy initiatives and holistic measures to improve migration governance.

Dr. Ahmed further highlighted the importance of Target 8.8 of the SDGs, which relates to 
the protection of labour rights and promotion of safe working environments. He also 
brought the audience’s attention towards Target 10.7, which focuses on facilitating safe, 
orderly, and responsible migration and mobility of people through well-planned and 
managed migration policies. 
IIt was further highlighted that an increased focus on migration data management will 
allow for addressing the impact of migration on cross cutting issues of health, income, 
education and other outcomes. It is important to understand migration as a wide-ranging 
phenomenon, which affects millions of people.

Opening remarks were delivered by Dr. Muhammad 
Ahmad, Chief Economist on behalf of the Secretary 
Ministry of MoPD&SI. He welcomed the guests and 
reinforced the commitment of MoPD&SI for 
developing strong monitoring and reporting 
mechanism on SDGs, particularly through the Federal 
SDGs Support Unit established in partnership with the 
UNDUNDP. 
Dr. Muhammad Ahmed appreciated IOM Pakistan for 
taking a lead in migration data management and 
ensured his support in focusing on the topic area for 
future activities. He stressed on the importance of 
migration data for improved policy outputs in the 



Ms. Mio Sato, 
Chief of Mission, 
International Organization for Migration (IOM)-
Pakistan
She expressed her gratitude towards the Ministry of
Planning and its Federal SDGs Support Unit for
facilitating this discussion. Ms. Mio shared that this
gatheringgathering highlights the commitment and ownership of 
the Government of Pakistan to recognize migration as 
core issue and its integration to achieving the SDGs. 
The government is prioritizing the role of migration 
data in achieving our common goal of ‘leaving no one 
behind.’
Ms.Ms. Mio Sato stated that improved data management 
practices on different dimensions of migrants’ 
situations would allow us to enhance our 
understanding of migrants’ vulnerabilities, and that this 
need has become even more striking during the 
COVID-19 crisis. 
IOMIOM has over 70 years of experience in the field of 
migration management and wants to use this 
experience and expertise to improve migration 
governance in Pakistan. IOM is already generating 
data on migration through its global tool 
‘Displacement Tracking Matrix’ and stands ready to 
offer support to the MoPD&SI for improving migration 
dadata management in the country.

Collaboration between civil society and Government 
counterparts is vital to all SDG targets, and 
particularly in the case of improving migration data 
management and governance in the country. He 
further added that coordination needs to be 
improved at all levels including federal, provincial and 
district levels.
MMr. Knut Ostby assured that UNDP would continuously 
support this initiative and encouraged participants to 
provide platforms for all stakeholders to come 
together and create synergies to improve migration 
data management in Pakistan.



Federal SDGs Support Unit, MoPD&SI

International Organization for Migration (IOM)

Discussion

Mr. Ali Kemal, Chief SDGs, and Mr. Nadeem Ahmed, Social Policy Advisor, from the 
MoPD&SI delivered a presentation on Migration Data Management and SDGs in the 
context of Pakistan. 
The presentation showed that there are approximately 9 million Pakistani migrants and 
they contribute nearly 6.5% of Pakistan’s GDP in the form of workers’ remittances. 
TheThe SDGs unit shared that there were various issues with data in Pakistan as Government 
departments are often reluctant to share data on migration and other SDG indicators. 
The available data is also often not disaggregated to provide details about gender, age, 
etc. This makes it increasingly difficult to analyze this data and draw evidence-based 
conclusions or policy recommendations. 
MaMany of the data set result from the mainstream national surveys. These surveys have 
thrir own frequency and the data from 2014-15 is often unavailable for the year once 
Pakistan signed up for SDGs. The SDGs unit, however, is focused on improving migration 

The roundtable discussion was led by Dr. Abdur Rehman Cheema, Research Analyst 
Federal SDGs Support Unit and Mr. Muhammad Saleh, Assistant Chief MoPD&SI. The 
discussion was opened by inviting comments on the concept note on migration data 
management study.

Program Coordinator IOM, Sibgha Ajaz, gave a presentation on migration data 
management and its linkage with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The 
presentation highlighted the vast impact of migration and shared data of global 
migration. There were 281 million international migrants in 2020 with a median age of 39. 
The presentation highlighted international data gaps such as disaggregation on 
recruitment costs, migrant health, migration flows, missing migrants, migrant smuggling 
and migrant integration. It was further highlighted that the COVID-19 pandemic has 
affaffected mobility and exacerbated structural issues related to migration. 
IOM has been working to strengthen the global evidence based on migration and 
developing capacity of the States and other relevant partners. IOM is working with key 
government stakeholders to map specific needs/requirements, provide technical support, 
enhance capacity, and facilitate partnerships and reduce data gaps through innovative 
solutions.

Migration Data Management and SDGs 



Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA)

Mr. Qazi Saleem from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs appreciated the discussion to 
strengthen efforts on migration data management in the country and offered support of 
Pakistan’s Foreign Missions (PFMs) and the Ministry in this regard. He believed that the 
aggregation of all data could streamline work on migration data management and 
enable Pakistan to report progress on the 2030 Agenda, which is now a challenging and 
immediate task for the Government of Pakistan. MOFA also highlighted the importance of 
definitions of terms such as ‘stateless persons’ and ‘migrants’ to ensure that these were 
homogeneohomogeneous in local use and compliant with multilateral agreements signed by the 
Government of Pakistan. Mr. also pointed out the need for technological advancements 
related to data collection mechanisms in Pakistan and requested support from the 
international community. Mr. Qazi brought attention towards consolidation of objectives 
of the Global Compact for Migration and the 2030 Agenda, as Pakistan is a signatory to 
both, with MOFA being the responsible Ministry to report progress on these commitments 
at international forums.  

Mr. Agha Waseem Ahmed from SAFRON provided 
information of the Ministry’s work with Afghan 
refugees in the country and solicited support from 
IOM and UNDP in moving forward. He mentioned 
that there are currently 2.4 Million Afghans in 
Pakistan, and they can be viewed as falling in 
three categories: Refugees holding Proof of 
RegistRegistration (PoR) Card, Regular Migrants holding 
Afghan Citizenship Card (ACC) and Afghans who 
are undocumented. It was further stated that 
approximately 1.4 Million Afghans hold a Proof of 
Registration Card. The rest either hold an Afghan Citizen Card (ACC) or are 
irregular/undocumented migrants in the country. 
SAFRON is working with UNHCR to increase data collection on the status of Afghans in 
Pakistan and more information can be solicited from the Chief Commissioner for Afghan 
Refugees of the Government of Pakistan.  

Mr. Alam Raza shared that NADRA is working to provide 
disaggregated data by consolidating it from various sources. NADRA 
is working with various stakeholders to create the National Data 
Repository (NDR). The NDR would centralize all data held by the 
Government of Pakistan and bring together this scattered data in a 
way that allows for analysis and better communication. This will include 
travel records, financial history, income details and other data collected 
byby over 30 organizations in the country. The State Bank of Pakistan, 
Police Departments, Federal Investigation Agency and Federal Bureau  



of Revenue are few organizations that will be aggregating their data in the NDR. On 
behalf of NADRA, Mr. Alam confirmed NADRA’s support to strengthen migration data 
management in Pakistan. 

Representing the Ministry of Interior, Mr. Nadeem Bhatti reflected on the efforts of the 
Government of Pakistan related to managing data of returning irregular migrants. The 
Readmission Case Management System (RCMS) developed with support from IOM and 
NADRA is an example of an innovative data collection tool that is helping to manage  
data of returning irregular Pakistani migrants from European Countries. The system is 
currently operational in 4 European Member States and by the end of this year will be 
expanded to additional 14 Countries. Information captured through the RCMS can be 
utiliutilized for planning and policy-making purposes, in order to ensure that irregular 
migrants that are often victims of exploitation and abuse, are not left behind. 

Mr. Kashif Ahmad Noor, DG BEOE highlighted the importance of 
understanding current data collection practices in Pakistan by various 
government departments. He informed that BEOE already shares data 
with NADRA and the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) of Pakistani 
emigrants. BEOE has consolidated data on more than 93,000 returning 
labour migrants and shared it with the relevant authorities in the 
context of COVID-19 Pandemic. He reiterated that more sessions are 
requirequired where each of the stakeholder could share their current work 
and then jointly develop recommendations to strengthen capacities of 
the Government of Pakistan on migration data management.



Concluding Remarks and Way Forward

The meeting concluded with a collective understanding for increased coordinantion of 
stakeholders while inviting othr stakeholders including International Labour Organization 
(ILO), Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) and Pakistan Bureau of Statistics to streamline 
the data and policy around its management. 
IIt was stressed that it is important to homogenize definitions of key terms around 
migration so that data collection is consistent across agencies and as per international 
standards. Data sharing amongst government agencies and through UN partners will 
further facilitate data practices for SDG achievement and for building a positive image 
of Pakistan at related international forums. 

As a way forward, IOM and Federal SDGs Unit will jointly organize meetings on  
Migration Data Management in Pakistan, providing opportunity to each stakeholder 
to present on current practices of data management and challenges that need to be 
addressed in order to ensure the contribution of migration to SDG’s achievement is 
adequately captured. Additionally  the Federal SDGs Support Unit and SDGs Section 
at MoPDSI  will also be pursuing the following three distinct activities:
1.1. To take forward discussions with NADRA, Bureau of Immigration and Ministry of 
Interior on finalisation of immigration data gap study.
2. To engage Government of Punjab in deliberations on piloting a study and need 
assessment survey in Gujrat mapping migrants.
3. To facilitate conversations among UNHCR, IOM, UNDP, MoFA, Bureau of 
Immigration and Ministry of Interior for piloting a UNHCR-SDGs integration tool for 
mapping stateless persons.                    
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