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Baseline & Target Setting Series of Meetings with PBS  

The Federal SDGs unit continues with the task of refining the SDGs' base-
lines and target setting. A series of meetings were held with Pakistan Bureau 
of Statistics (PBS) on PSLM/HIES and LFS. Survey methodologies and cov-
erage in context of SDGs was discussed among the units. Directors PSLM 
and LFS from PBS presented goal wise indicators are estimated from these 
surveys. SDGs Section, UNDP Pakistan Country Office and all provincial 
units, also attended these meetings.  

A virtual meeting with Ministry of Climate Change was held, to discuss 
goals and targets related to SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation) and about 
the measurement of relevant indicators which comes under the domain of 
MoCC. A few more meetings are planned to discuss other indicators within 
the ambit of MoCC. 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization on Poverty 

The Prime Minister of Pakistan proposed creation of SCO center 
of excellence on Poverty Alleviation during the SCO Summit held 

in Bishkek on 13-14 June, 2019. To implement the idea, SDGs 
Section shared a Concept Note with MoFA. MoFA has communi-

cated appreciation of the SCO Secretariat and desired further de-
tails on the scope, activities and organizational aspects. MoFAôs 

proposal was reviewed by the SDGs Section it was proposed:  

i) The JWG to develop annual plan of activities in the Poverty Al-
leviation Sector, focusing on knowledge exchange programs on 

showcasing best practices/success stories & models in Poverty 
Alleviation among the SCO member states;   

ii) The JWG to work on creating a mechanism for financing anti -

poverty programs/projects in less developed SCO member states 
and;  

iii) The JWG to co-opt other representatives of the relevant author-

ities of the SCO member states as and when needed 
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Inclusion of the study on Quality Education 

in US Library of Congress  

The United States Library of Congress has informed that 

SDG Unitôs publication on Structural Bottlenecks in 

Measuring Quality in the Existing Education System in 

Pakistan has been selected for inclusion in the Libraryôs 

collection of foreign digital materials. It is kept in the 

online database for global ac-

cess which is accessible at:   

https:// bit.ly/3iOux1r. 

The Library of Congress pre-
serves cultural artifacts and pro-

vides enduring access to them in 
order to serve the needs of Con-

gress and to support education. 
For more information about the 

Library of Congress's digital 
collections, please visit 

http://www.loc.gov/collections/. 

http://www.loc.gov/collections/


Public Spending on SDGs 

Development Impact of PSDP : An Analysis to make it more productive. 

Public expenditures incurred for achieving SDGs over the past five years were analyzed using the Annual Budget 
Statements of Each year.  

The evidence shows an increased SDGs spending during the last five years, in particular due to increased spending 
on social protection.  

Å Government spending has a multiplier effect on growth and development through its impact on employment, 
demand of goods and services in the public sector etc.  

Å Public expenditure contributes more towards economic growth and social development through multiple chan-
nels.  

Å During the last five years (2017-2021), total development spending remained the highest on infrastructure, social 
protection, education and health.  

Å Current spending in the last five years remained high for improving law and order, followed by education, reduc-
ing poverty, infrastructure, economic growth and improved nutrition and food security.  

Å Share of federal ministries in total PSDP increased from 35 percent in 2015-16 to over 56 percent in 2019-20, 
partly implying that PSDP sectoral priorities gradually moved from development through special programs to fed-
eral ministries.  

Å Significantly larger amount of allocation is diverted to improving mass communication, especially in the wake of 
COVID-19, which is targeted on behavioral change in the society. This opens up many avenues for future invest-
ments to address many social and economic problems. 

Å COVID19 has a implications on achieving SDGs. It has effected many SDGs in one way or the other. Since the 
outbreak of Covid-19 in Pakistan, social media resources are being extensively used for mass awareness. Such 
sources  include TV Ads, Radio shows and digital live sessions apart from use of social media platforms like 
WhatsApp, Twitter etc.  

Å The impact of COVID19 has forced everyone to use modern methods of development communication. This may 
have far reaching impact on public and private sector service delivery in education and health in particular as well 
as the future of work. 

Å The key SDGs slogan of ñleaving no-one behindò is directly linked to development communication for PWDs. 
The SDGs Section has produced WHO COVID19 Guidelines in braille for the visually impaired.  
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Development and Launch of  AJ&K Gender Management Information System  

Government of AJ&K launched the first-ever Gender Management Infor-
mation System (GMIS) on 10, June 2020. The GMIS is a step forward to 
assist the policymakers by providing them provide gender-disaggregated 
data necessary for gender mainstreaming.  

The GMIS would feed into the SDGs portal being developed in the M/o 
PD&SI and will guide  in achieving the SDG 5 on gender equality. The 
platform of GMIS offers data integration across all departments and 
sources, and will be used to  track progress on SDG 5 with  geographical 
and department wise data visualization.  

Monthly Unit Meetings 

¶ 09 June, 2020, Baseline and Target Set-
ting Meeting with Provincial SDG Units 
(Outcome: Provincial Units discussed 
their Reporting mechanisms) 

¶ 17 June, 2020, PSLM Presentation  by 
PBS (Outcome: Clarity on reporting indi-
cators, new additions and SDG Report-
ing) 

¶ 18 June, 2020, Baseline & Target Setting 
Meeting & LFS Presentation by PBS 
(Outcome: Understanding of the correla-
tion of indicators to be covered in LFS 
reporting on SDGs) 

¶ 19 June, 2020, An update by Ministry of 
Climate Change related SDGs indicators, 
methodology, definition of indicators, 
metadata and estimation methodology. 
Second virtual meeting was held on 26 
June, 2020 

¶ Important Digital Sessions June 2020 

also Included: 

Ý SDGs Section and  held a Virtual meet-
ing with IOM on Diaspora Engagement 
and Management of the data on migrant 
workers 

Ý SDGs Section and the Federal SDGs Unit 
participated in a meeting organized by 
PBS to discuss the questionnaire to cap-
ture the interim impact of Covid-19   

Ý The Federal SDGs Unit represented Paki-
stan in the Global UN Webinar on ñPress 
freedom, journalism standards and regu-
lation in a time of COVID-19 infor-
mation pollutionò 

Updates from the Provincial Units 

¶ Letter of Agreement (LoA) signed between UNDP and Uni-

versity of Balochistan for strengthening the delivery of 
Growth Innovation & Leadership. The duration of this LoA is 
six months. 

¶ Balochistan, Sindh & Federal SDGs Support Unit participated 
in the webinar on Impact of COVID19 Pandemic on SDGs 
Implementation in Pakistan. This Webinar was held on 09, 
June 2020. It was organized by UCLG and Parliamentary 
Taskforce on SDGs. Presentation on ñEffects of COVID19 on 
Socio Economic Development related Goals in Balochistan 
Province.ò 

¶ A descriptive Report of PSLM data 2014-15 for Gilgit Bal-

tistan has been prepared by SDG Support Unit, GB. The 
report includes statistics on education, health, immunization, 
pre/post-natal health, housing, drinking water, sanitation, quali-
ty of fuel for cooking and heating, land and livestock owner-
ship. The report will facilitate practitioners, planners and poli-
cy makers in informed decision making by providing data on 
key social and economic development indicators for GB. 

¶ Session with Newly Recruited Headmasters of Secondary 
Schools in AJ&K was held on 10th June 2020 in Muzaffar-
abad. For awareness raising of the newly recruited Principals 
of the secondary schools about SDGs. In the prevailing situa-
tion due to COVID-19, options of online learning opportunities 
were also discussed in detail to ensure inclusive and equitable 
quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities 
for all students enrolled in the public schools in AJ&K. 
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