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Preface
The Parliament of Pakistan passed a unanimous resolution in February 2016 to adopt the 2030 Agenda as the
national development agenda. Covering 17 goals, 169 targets and 244 indicators, the federal and provincial
governments have shown much needed “political will” and “ownership of the development agenda” for the
SDGs.
Localization of the Goals is an important step towards developing the ‘national and sub national SDGs
framework.’ This process involves several steps including availability of data on the SDGs indicators,
stakeholders’ participation including local government representatives, parliamentarians, civil society
organizations (CSOs), international and national development organizations, private sector and local
community.
The success of the SDGs is dependent on policy coherence, i.e., interlinkages between Goals, Targets and
Indicators, and stronger coordination and information sharing between institutions. National SDGs Framework
for Pakistan has been developed by incorporating the broader objectives such as identifying and prioritizing
national goals and targets along with developing a guiding document for future development strategies i.e. shortrun, medium-run, and long-run. The National SDGs Framework has ensured the applicability and relevance of
SDGs targets and indicators by considering the current and future development outlook of the country.
The National SDGs Framework will provide the basis for a broad-based development model with inclusivity,
equity and human capital as core principles that are anchored in the values of sustainability. To achieve these
objectives, the overarching goal of the National SDGs Framework is “To Ensure a Decent, High Quality Life
for All Citizens, Now and in the Future.”
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Chapter 1:

National SDGs Framework – Why Do We
Need It?
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a universal development agenda encompassing 17 goals, 169
targets and 244 indicators. In Pakistan, the federal and provincial governments have shown much needed
“political will” and “ownership” of the development agenda for the SDGs. In February 2016, the parliament of
Pakistan passed a unanimous resolution to adopt the 2030 Agenda as the national development agenda.
It is critical to contextualize the SDGs by considering national and sub national development priorities for
planning and financing of all interventions. An important step towards developing the National SDGs
Framework is ‘localization of SDGs’. It is also important to note that even though each Goal and target cover
specific development areas, many of them are directly or indirectly inter-connected. For instance, ensuring
progress in Goal 3 (Good health) depends on Goal 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation), that subsequently feed into
Goal 4 (Quality Education), Goal 2 (Zero Hunger), and Goal 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth).
In addition, the success of the 2030 Agenda is dependent on achieving policy coherence which implies
incorporation local context, interlinkages among Goals, and stronger coordination and knowledge sharing
among institutions. Policymakers typically work in silos with lack of coordination and integration across sectors
which often result in incoherence that hinders sustainable development. All the 17 Goals attempt to address the
issue of policy coherence in sustainable development for integrated policy analysis, coordinated institutional
mechanisms and models for horizontal policy coherence (UNDG, 2017).
An ideal national SDGs framework is useful for translating the universal SDGs into national development
agenda considering the local context, needs, and priorities. The National SDGs Framework for Pakistan has
been developed by incorporating the broader objectives such as identifying and prioritizing national goals and
targets along with developing a guiding document for future development strategies i.e. short-run, medium-run,
and long-run. The National SDGs Framework has ensured the applicability and relevance of SDGs targets and
indicators by considering the current and future development outlook of the country.

Theme of National SDGs Framework
Pakistan has made significant progress in accumulating physical capital in the form of infrastructure and
improving the living standards of people relative to the early years after independence. The high economic
growth of over 6.0 percent in 1960s and 1980s was instrumental for boosting public sector investment in
infrastructure. As the growth slowed down in 1990s nonetheless, Pakistan’s human development ranking
steadily declined. While episodes of economic growth led to a rise in per capita income, but the growth did not
trickle down due to unjust distribution of resources, assets and growth.
Addressing inequality is necessary for inclusive and sustainable growth and the SDGs are committed to
eradicate extreme poverty and increase income of the lowest quintile. Reducing inequality is not the only
mandate of Goal 1 and Goal 10, but it has cross cutting nature for different targets, sectors, and regions.
Therefore, reducing inequalities is an integral part of all the Goals since inequalities tend to be higher within
sectors as well as within regions. For instance, the province of Balochistan is the least developed province in
6

the country, and has lowest girls’ primary enrolment rates compared to boys’ primary enrolment rates. More
developed province of the country such as Punjab provides public health services which are much better than
any district of Balochistan. The statistics of four provinces reflect increasing regional inequality (UNDP
Pakistan; OPHI, 2016), and failure to address it on a priority basis compromising future development prospects.
To reduce regional disparities, inclusive strategies are necessary that could be based on the SDGs aspiration of
“leaving no one behind”.
Realizing the pressing need of reducing multi-dimensional inequalities, this report proposes the theme of the
National SDGs Framework as “Reducing Regional Inequalities through Sustainable and Inclusive Development
(RRISID).” Government policies, however, tend to focus on achieving high economic growth in absolute terms
but without incorporating ‘inclusivity’ and ‘sustainability’.
The National SDGs Framework will provide the basis for a development model that is inclusive, broad-based,
equitable and prioritizes human capital while building on the principle of sustainability. To achieve this, the
overarching goal of the National SDGS Framework would be “To Ensure a Decent, High Quality Life for All
Citizens, Now and in the Future.”
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Chapter 2:

National Frameworks from Around the
World
A national framework is necessary for devising the path of development with prioritizing SDGs. The national
framework proposed in this report contextualizes local needs according to the severity, urgency and resource
need for the problem.
Muff, Kapalka, & Dyllick (2017) propose a quantifiable method to translate SDGs into national policies by
leveraging the power of innovative businesses. This method known as ‘The Gap Frame’ is a normative
framework which builds on the SDG Compass1 and ‘safe operating space’2 to assess the situation under the four
domains of environment, society, economy, and governance. Then, a five-colored list of criteria was drawn up
(threat, critical, watchlist, safe space, and towards ideal) which resulted in 24 issues and 68 indicators and two
different national measures for a country to assess itself on – ‘lowest score’ and ‘average result’, allowing the
Gap Frame to highlight the biggest gap for a country to focus on. In essence, it helps outline where a country
stands with respect to other countries and a normative ideal state, allowing the gap to become a priority area.
Another study attempted to quantify the likely effects of relevant health and education SDGs and by doing so
found that specific SDGs can also be translated into targeted national development goals, for instance,
controlling future demographic trends. This idea is based on the premise that educating more women would
decline fertility rates by translating different SDG scenarios (Shared Socioeconomic Pathways) into population
trajectories (Abel, Barakat, KC, & Lutz, 2016).
To learn from examples around the world, it is useful to look at countries that have developed national
frameworks to translate the universal SDGs into national goals and targets for effective domestic
implementation.

KOREA
In early 2016, the Republic of Korea released a Voluntary National Review (VNR) to outline their efforts to
create enabling an environment for the implementation of SDGs. Korea adopted the Third Basic Plan for
Sustainable Development 2016-2035 which identifies the most relevant and urgent targets, after analyzing the
current socio-economic situation. Updated every five years, this Plan also integrates policy to address factors
negatively affecting national sustainability such as climate change, weakening biodiversity and a stagnant
economy, based on the achievements and limitations of the Second Plan of 2011. It also expands scope to
include economic and social goals including good health and well-being (SDG 3), quality education (SDG 4),
gender equality and empowerment of women and girls (SDG 5), decent work and economic growth (SDG 8),
reduced inequalities (SDG 10), and sustainable cities and communities (SDG 11). A Sustainable Development
Committee (SDC) biennially reviews progress of the Plan’s policy targets. Through tangible contributions of
26-line ministries, the Third Plan provided 14 strategic targets around four overarching goal areas, bringing
together the environment, society, and economy. In addition to domestic affairs, it covers eight policy targets
pertaining to international cooperation and forging global partnerships (Korea, 2016).

1

Built by Global Reporting Initiative (GRI), the U.N. Global Compact (UNGC), and the World Business Council of Sustainable
Development (WBCSD) and meant to guide businesses to incorporate the SDGs into their business planning process
2 A certain safe space in which all humans must operate, within both outer planetary boundaries and inner boundaries
(minimum levels of social requirements) - (Raworth, 2012)
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NIGERIA
Nigeria submitted its Voluntary National Review (VNR) in 2017. After that it has taken multiple steps to
incorporate the SDGs into national development goals and its national strategic framework. One step is the
Economic Recovery and Growth Plan (NERGP), a sustainable development strategy aligned with the SDGs,
and serves as their National Medium-Term Plan 2017-2020. This Plan incorporates strategic objectives that
includes restoring growth, investing in people (social inclusion, job creation, human capital), building a globally
competitive economy, and strong governance institutions, and driving performance and results through a
vigorous Delivery Unit. To guarantee political oversight of delivery, a Presidential Delivery Unit (PDU) has
been set up. In addition, the plan integrates the eleven most relevant SDGs into the budgets through 2017
Appropriation Bill. In 2016, Strategic Implementation Plans (SIPs) was developed to meet the three SDGs
dimensions of economic development, social inclusion, and environmental sustainability. Nigeria’s VNR also
sets out the appropriate legal, institutional, and coordination mechanism put in place for the SDGs. It concluded
that for successful SDG implementation use of technology to create open and transparent progress tracking is
crucial. It also highlighted that bureaucratic bottlenecks can be overcome by innovative and adaptive practices
and programme delivery mechanisms. Domestic resource mobilization and new financing sources are critical
to complement Official Development Assistance (ODA) (Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2017).

MALAYSIA
Malaysia made efforts to form 11th Malaysian Plan which incorporate the SDGs and the New Economic Model.
This Plan anchors growth on people and from the SDGs perspective, encompasses economic, social and
environmental objectives. From the perspective of New Economic Model, it includes inclusivity, sustainability,
and high income. The plan also mapped SDGs with the 80 Green Economy/Green Growth indicators after first
taking stock of the achievements of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The government also assessed
priorities and mapped the SDGs according to the 11th Malaysia Plan’s thrusts, focus areas and strategies.
Finally, the SDGs are integrated into the planning framework of ‘Malaysia’s Roadmap 2016-2020.’ divided into
three phases. The phase I (2016-2020) will be implementation, followed by phase II (2020-2025), and phase III
(2025-2030) of their development agenda (Economic Planning Unit, 2016).
BELIZE
Belize mainstream the SDGs into national planning framework by 2016 as part of adopting 2030 agenda. The
government has also streamlined, in parallel, the Growth and Poverty Reduction Strategy (GPRS) and National
Sustainable Development Strategy (NSDS). Using a consultative approach, the GPRS prioritizes national
income, social cohesion, and healthy environment, after which the two processes were merged. This resulted in
the Framework for Sustainable Development designed to be harmonious with Post-2015 Development Agenda
of the United Nations. This Framework consists of 3 elements in a nested hierarchy: Overall Goal, Critical
Success Factors (CSF) and Necessary Conditions (NC). Next a Growth and Sustainable Development Strategy
Prioritization Framework was developed and linked to the budgeting process. This framework was to analyze
and compare policy choices to find the most effective options, create synergies, and reduce suboptimal tradeoffs. The criteria in this framework included level of urgency, impact, availability of resources, and net systemic
contribution, a criteria matrix was constructed using policy options. Finally, the Belize government also put in
place institutional arrangements in the form of technical committees advisory bodies and a monitoring and
evaluation framework for successful SDGs implementation. (Belize Policy and Planning Unit, 2016).

SDG Interlinkages
Each goal and target is not independent, instead targets are interlinked in an intrinsic way. Thus, it is important
to analyze this interconnectivity by identifying and exploring linkages among Goals and targets.
The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) has conducted comprehensive work
for this analysis and have incorporated an analytical framework (horizontal coherence), institutional framework,
and monitoring framework. It suggests that some SDGs targets are mutually reinforcing and some are enablers,
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but conflicts and trade-offs between the targets can also occur making the case for sectoral interactions for
coherent decisions (OECD, 2016).
One of the first initiatives on SDGs and the interlinkages was conducted by the Open Working Group (OWG)
which listed interlinkages among 19 focus areas. These 19 focus areas are mapped with 17 SDGs3. Focus area
1 (SDG 1) on poverty eradication and focus area 18 (SDG 17) on means of implementation/global partnership
for sustainable development were interlinked with all other focus areas while focus area 12 on promoting
equality (SDG 10) was least interlinked with others – an idea counterintuitive to the idea of sustainable
development (Open Working Group, 2014).
Le Blanc (2015) created a matrix network after mapping each target within its own goal and with other goals to
show that the SDGs are unequally connected. For example, Goal 12 on Responsible Consumption and
Production relates to as many as 14 other Goals while Goal 14 on Life Below Water is connected to only two
Goals.
It is useful to view the SDGs from a nexus approach or cluster of linked issues to integrate the SDGs across
sectors (Boas, Biermann, & Kanie, 2016; Weitz, Nilsson, & Davis, 2014). A conceptual framework for
clustering the SDGs was done by the German Development Institute (DIE). It places the Goals in three layers
of cocentric circles – human Goals at the center, production and distribution and delivery of goods and services
Goals in the middle, and natural resources and ecosystem goals at the outer end (Niestroy, 2016). Another study
undertakes a similar task and develops a systematic and functional classification system covering six categories:
social objectives, resources, economy, environment, education, and governance. Furthermore, air pollution was
found by (Elder & Zusman, 2016), to be related to all SDGs, except for one. These approaches can be useful to
strengthen interlinkages among the Goals, disaster risk management, climate change adaptation, and support
better synergies in implementation (Shaw & Prabhakar, 2016).
Intuitively, Goal 6 on water & sanitation has been found to be at the center of the SDGs (Bengtsson & Shivakoti,
2015; Shivakoti, et al., 2015). While United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(UNESCAP) tracked the specific linkages of targets of Goal 6 with the targets of other Goals (UNESCAP,
2017). It examines direct and indirect as well as positive and negative links between the targets and goals. The
17 Goals and targets were viewed as one indivisible and holistic system, placing SDG 6 and its eight targets at
the core. Three primary systems tools are used to analyze the behaviour of the systems’ elements. Furthermore,
the eight targets under SDG 6 and other targets were assessed through a comparative SDGs/targets matrix.
Consequently, all 17 Goals are interconnected and attainging several of the Goals relies on SDG 6 (UNESCAP,
2016).
One of the most comprehensive work on SDGs was led by the International Council for Science (ICSU) that
studied SDG Goal 2, 3, 7, and 14. It quantified SDG synergies and conflicts to identify key interactions at Goal
and Target level. Significant quantifiable synergies were found amongst the Goals and targets, however not
equally (ICSU, 2017). The assessment identified 316 target-level interactions overall, of which 238 are positive,
66 are negative, and 12 are neutral4. Further efforts have been made to identify and distinguish various types
and degrees of interactions among the SDGs – a methodology was proposed to categorize the linkages into eight
key types and with three broad categories with a numerical value assigned to each linkage to guage the strenght
of connection (Coopman, Osborn, Ullah, Auckland, & Long, 2016).
Institute for Global Environmetnal Strategies (IGES) identified binary linkages between each pair of 169 SDG
targets which are then mapped and quantified based on analysis of time-series data of indicators corresponding
to associated targets. Centrality measures like width, influence, bridging roles, distance etc. are used to analyze
country-specific quantified SDG networks implying importance of intregated approach for SDGs, national
priority setting, and synergies dashboards for policy coherence (Zhou & Moinuddin, 2017).

3
4

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/3387Annex_interlinkages_1903.pdf
https://www.icsu.org/cms/2017/05/SDGs-Guide-to-Interactions.pdf
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Chapter 3:

Transforming the SDGs into National
Goals and Targets
The 2030 Agenda has challenged the current state of global development and proposed a new set of ambitious
goals and targets that demand a ‘paradigm shift’ in global development planning. The planning process needs
to be restructured by shifting policies and programs to align them with the SDGs. In the same vein,
implementation mechanisms need to be realigned to ensure that strong policies and programs deliver better
results. Institutional linkages are also imperative for effective implementation and monitoring progress.
However, the cost of this paradigm shift can be high particularly in countries where rigid institutions impede
change which calls for streamlining the strategic direction to redefine the conceptualization method of the
development process. Therefore, the transformation of SDGs into national goals and targets is the first step
towards setting strategic direction for the country.

Basic Structure of the National SDGs Framework
The National SDGs Framework is based on five critical pathways (CPW)5 that would converge to reduce
regional inequality by fostering inclusive and sustainable development. The CPW-I calls for better governance
and improved security that is a fundamental base for development. The CPW-II calls for improved access to
quality social and municipal services that signify quality and access issues in social services. The CPW-III
emphasizes on increased investment, employment and productivity in key sectors and improved economic
growth. The CPW-IV highlights the need of environmental stewardship in local communities and their
engagement for climate action. The CPW-V targets reducing the spatial and sectoral inequalities that impede
regional and national social cohesion process. The CPW-V is cross-cutting in nature that would help align plans
and policies of other CPWs from the perspective of inequality and achieve the overarching goal of “decent
living standard for all.”
The CPWs are the building blocks of the National SDGs Framework that subsumes all the 169 targets. The
SDGs targets have been thematically divided in five CPWs. To minimize subjectivity in the process, criteria of
prioritization is developed. Fourth order ranking was given to each target i.e., high, medium-high, medium-low,
and low. The prioritization of SDGs was carried out by first ranking the average value of high priority SDGs’
targets and then applying cut-offs that help in dividing SDGs into short-term, medium-term, and long-term
goals.

5

See Annexure II
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Chapter 4:

Criteria Based Prioritization Methodology
The prioritization of national SDGs and targets is a complex and multi-layered task. This methodology is divided
into four steps. The first step was to map 169 targets in to a thematic framework. The second step was to select
seven criteria and compare them to avoid the problem of homogeneity. The weighted average of each criterion
was obtained that was ranked accordingly. The third step involves prioritization of targets on seven criteria that
would classify targets as high, medium-high, medium-low and low. The final step was mapping of high targets
in respective goals. The prioritization of each target was based on the review of existing federal and provincial
polices, to explore the theoretical underpinning of each policy, and analyze the impact through empirical
findings on current state of socio-economic development.
Several thematic choices were reviewed along with the pros and cons of every framework. The themes identified
were a) growth led prioritization of goals; b) regional inequality as principal criterion; c) intensity and magnitude
of issues of all dimensions, d) Human capital led innovative model of sustainable development and e) gender
sustainability for inclusive development. In the end, a dynamic/hybrid model was developed that distinctively
integrates the critical thematic contours in a single framework.
All the 169 targets were mapped in CPWs by analyzing their theoretical relevance to the themes of each CPWs.
The targets are interconnected and thus have a multiplier impact on others that is why a standardized method
(thematic relevance) is used for classifying the targets among different CPWs. Two or more targets are merged
in one theme if the targets were intended to cover the same aspect. The interconnectivity and interdependence
of Goals and targets is the distinct feature that guided the Critical Pathways for designing the national
framework. It was ascertained that each target be associated to only one CPW. Finally, it is not necessary that
all the targets of a Goal be included in same CPW.

Comparative Criteria Model for Prioritization
The next step is to prioritize each Goal using a criteria matrix which classifies the time periods as short, medium,
and long run. A comparative criteria model was developed to rank the criterion according to its numeric score.
The model used 7 core comparative criteria that are selected based on the current state of target/indicator, its
significance in the national development context, and adherence to three main pillars of SDGs, i.e., inclusivity,
equity and sustainability. Following are the 7 core comparative criteria and their interpretation:
1

Width

How many people are affected

2

Depth

How badly they are affected

3

Multiplier

How many other targets it contributes to

4

Level of Urgency

Status of target/indicator or how badly it is needed

5

Low Structural Change is required

Institutional Change is not Required

6

Low resources required

Is there value for money?

7

Relevance for Provinces

Issue is relevant for all the provinces
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Weighting Matrix and Prioritization of Targets
Seven core criteria mentioned above have discrete importance for each target. Since each Goal has varying
importance, uniform weights may not give optimal results, and so integrated Multiple Criteria Based Decision6
technique is used to assign different weights to each criterion. To avoid homogeneity problem, binary value
(0,1) is assigned to reflect the relative importance of each criterion for every Goal.
Table 1 shows the comparative criteria matrix in which 7 core criteria are compared with each other for all the
17 Goals i.e., base criterion (column) with comparative criterion (row). Following are the steps to compare
criterion with each other:
a. The base and comparative criteria were evaluated with each other at SD Goal level. For instance, Width of
comparative criterion and Width of base criterion was not compared because both would nullify each other.
Instead Width in comparative criterion was evaluated with Depth in based criterion at all 17 Goals level.
This process is applied for all seven criteria.
b. The value of (0,1) was assigned to each Goal in the comparative matrix. It has measured in this way if Depth
of comparative criterion have more weight than Width of base criterion (means people are badly affected
from problem as compare to total number of affected people) then the value of 1 was assigned to that
particular Goal. This process is applied for all 17 goals in each base and comparative criterion. Similarly, if
multiplier of comparative criterion has relatively less impact than Width of base criterion for a Goal then
the value of zero was assigned (according to the following Table/Matrix – Row wise). In the next step, the
Level of Urgency of comparative criterion was compared with the Width of base criterion and then
subsequently with all other criteria. The binary weights of each relative criterion for all the Goals in a matrix
were aggregated.
c. Mean of aggregate score of each comparative criterion was calculated.
d. Total average relative weight of each base criterion was computed by adding mean score of each
comparative criterion.
e. A similar exercise was conducted for all the comparative criterion (row) with base criterion (column) in the
upper diagonal matrix. The mathematical representation of this exercise is given in Annexure 1.
f. The aggregate score of each base criterion was first added and then normalized to have relative weighted
score.

6

Multiple Criteria Based Decision Analysis is concerned with structuring and solving decision and planning problems
involving multiple criteria. The purpose is to support decision-makers facing such problems. Typically, there does not exist
a unique optimal solution for such problems and it is necessary to use decision-maker's preferences to differentiate between
solutions.
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Table 1: Weighting Matrix Scheme - Comparative Criteria Model

1
Width

Criteria

2
Depth

17

1-Width

j=k

2
𝐷1𝑖
∑
17
𝑖=1

3
Multiplier

17

3
𝐷1𝑖
∑
17
𝑖=1

4
Level of
Urgency

17

4
𝐷1𝑖
∑
17
𝑖=1

5
Low
Resource
Requirement
17

5
𝐷1𝑖
∑
17
𝑖=1

6
Less
Structural
Change
17

6
𝐷1𝑖
∑
17
𝑖=1

7
Relevance
for all
Provinces
17

7
𝐷1𝑖
∑
17
𝑖=1

Total Sum

7

∑(… )
𝑘=1
𝑗=1

1
17

2-Depth

− ∑
𝑖=1

3-Multiplier

4-Urgency

5-Low Resource
Requirement

6-Less
Structural
Change

7-Relevance for
all Provinces

2
𝐷1𝑖
17

j=k

j=k

j=k

j=k

j=k

j=k

Table 2 presents the normalized relative weights and the ranking of each base criterion. These relative weights
are subsequently used in the prioritization of the targets using the Critical Pathways. Among all 7 criteria,
Multiplier has the highest value of 0.244 followed by Relevance to all Provinces with 0.202 weighted value.
Apparently, Low Resource Requirement and Less Structural Change are the lowest in the ranking with 0.076
and 0.042 weights respectively. For SDGs, these results were not counter intuitive as multiplier is considered
to be the major driver of change in the SDGs framework, followed by a ‘development for all’ notion that is
reflected by Relevance to all Provinces. Undoubtedly, there is an acute level of urgency to accomplish SDGs
objectives in the stipulated timeframe i.e. 2030. The criteria of Width and Depth are extremely important from
the perspective of policy formulation and implementation mechanisms. The distribution of normalized relative
weights is somewhat consistent with the on-ground reality in Pakistan.
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Table 2: Normalized Relative Weights and Ranking
Criteria

Normalized Relative Weights

Ranking

Width

0.118

5

Depth

0.146

4

Multiplier

0.244

1

Level of Urgency

0.174

3

Low Resource Requirement/Value for Money

0.076

6

Less Structural/Institutional Change

0.042

7

Relevance for all provinces/regions

0.202

2

Authors’ Own Calculations

After calculating the relative weights of each base criterion, the next step is to assign a score to each target in
the CPWs keeping the definition of each criterion. A score ranges from 0 to 10 can be given to a base criterion
where 0 implying least intensity while 10 implying the high intensity. The degree of intensity increases when
score of particular base criterion moves from 0 to 10. The score given to each base criterion is multiplied by its
normalized relative weight and added up to get the total weighted score of each target. The total weighted score
is then mapped with the prioritization categories that classify the target as high, medium-high, medium-low,
and low, as reflected in Table 3.

Table 3: Classification of Targets
Category

Criteria

High

Total weighted target score is more than 8

Medium-High

Total weighted target score is greater than or equal to 6 and less than 8

Medium-Low

Total weighted target score is greater than or equal to 4 and less than 6

Low

Total weighted target score is less than 4

The score assigned to each target on base criteria is based on ‘a priori’ knowledge of existing development
patterns and policies, target linkages, in-depth analysis of current socio-economic trend, information on the
preferences gathered from various forums such as Local Government Summit, report on community profile on
SDGs, and the overall spirit of the SDGs’ principles. Table 4 presents the template of target level prioritization;
the values assigned to each criterion are averaged according to the weights given in Table 2 in the second last
column of Table 4. Targets are then ranked according to the criteria mentioned in Table 3.

Table 4: Target Level Prioritization
Targets

Width

Depth

Multiplier

Level of
Urgency

Low
Resource
Requirement

Less
Structural
Change

Relevance
for all
Provinces

Total
Weighted
Score

Priority
Level

A

8

9

8

9

7

3

8

8.034

HIGH

B

5

9

7

6

7

3

6

6.513

C

5

5

4

4

7

3

6

4.567

D

3

2

2

2

5

2

3

2.98

Source: Authors Calculation
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MEDIUMHIGH
MEDIUMLOW
LOW

Prioritization of National SDGs Targets
and Goals
In the next step, each target in the CPW is mapped-back to the respective SD Goal along with its weighted score.
This step provided the exact number of targets ranked as High, Medium-High, Medium-Low, and Low in each
Goal. The ranking of each Goal can be done by the following two methods;
1. The total relative weighted score of each Goal is calculated by summing all the target weighted scores and
then dividing it by total number of targets in each Goal. Nonetheless, this method offsets the overall impact
of higher ranked targets.
2. Another way was to calculate average weighted score of those targets that are ranked as High and disregard
the others. In this method, the problem of offsetting was somewhat overcome. The targets which were
ranked as Medium-High, Medium-Low and Low were not included in overall prioritization of SD Goals.
The ranking of targets other than High will be used as policy leverage targets within the framework of
SDGs. Nevertheless, this methodology proved to be comparatively consistent and prioritize most critical
SD Goals in short, medium and long-run.
3. The prioritization of national targets by critical pathways was the first objective of the exercise. The other
objective was to map these targets in their respective 17 goals and prioritize them as short-run, medium-run
and long-run goals. The advantage of criteria based prioritization is many-folds as it can inform about the
high SDGs national targets regardless of goals or critical pathways. It could also help targeting led SD goals
prioritization with classification of timeframe. From the policy viewpoint, the targets in critical pathways
can provide a starting point of SDGs policy formulation and subsequently development of monitoring and
oversight mechanisms.
4. Table 5 presents high priority SDGs targets in five critical pathways (medium-high, medium-low and low
priority targets are given in Annexure-III). In all five critical pathways, total weighted score is greater than
8 that means target priority is high in terms of policy reform and innovative implementation mechanisms.
The multiplier impact of these targets is also high as institutional efficacy and responsiveness, ensuring
justice to all and access to safe and affordable water to all has the highest value among all targets. In the
context of Pakistan, the governance and security challenges are the central to socio-economic activities that
have greater impact on livelihood sources, effective service delivery in education and health sectors and
growth momentum of the economy. Institutional reforms and capacity building has also stressed by
reducing malpractices in all its forms. One of the major bottlenecks of weak intersectoral linkages and
absence of vertical and horizontal compliance is the lack of policy coherence to achieve the objective of
sustainable development. In Pakistan, this problem is at two stages. Firstly, the policies have been
formulated as a result of some national or international response not by foreseeing future challenges and
imperatives. Secondly, the poor implementation has eroded the potential benefits of these policies. So, the
policy coherence is the high priority challenge for sustainable development. Financing of SDGs required
massive domestic resource mobilization efforts to complement the inclusive growth objectives. All the high
priority targets in CPW-I have strong linkages with the targets in other CPWs.
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Table 5: Pakistan National SDGs Framework --- High Priority Targets
Critical Pathway

Critical Pathway-I:
Better Governance
and Improved
Security

Targets
T16.6, 16.a: Develop
effective, accountable and
transparent institutions at all
levels, and build
institutional capacity

Critical Pathway

Critical Pathway-II:
Improved Access to
Quality Social and
Municipal Services

Targets

T6.1: Achieve universal and
equitable access to safe and
affordable drinking water

T16.3, 16.4: Promote the
rule of law and ensure equal
access to justice for all

T4.1, 4.5, 4.6, 4.a, 4.c: Ensure
access for all to free, equitable, and
quality primary and secondary
education, leading to effective
learning outcomes

T17.1, 1.a: Strengthen
domestic resource
mobilization for inclusive
and sustainable
development

T3.7, 3.8 & 5.6: Achieve universal
health coverage and access to
quality health-care services,
including sexual and reproductive
healthcare

T16.5: Substantially reduce
corruption and bribery in all
its forms

T11.2, 3.6: Provide access to safe,
affordable and efficient transport
systems, including public transport,
and reduce the number of deaths
and injuries from traffic accidents

T17.14: Enhance policy
coherence for sustainable
development

T11.2, 3.6: Provide access to safe,
affordable and efficient transport
systems, including public transport,
and reduce the number of deaths
and injuries from traffic accidents

T16.1: Significantly reduce
all forms of violence and
related death rates
everywhere

T1.3: Implement social protection
systems and measures for all, and
achieve substantial coverage of the
poor and the vulnerable
T6.2: Achieve access to adequate
and equitable sanitation and
hygiene for all
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Table 5: Pakistan National SDGs Framework --- High Priority Targets

Critical Pathway

Targets

Critical Pathway-III:
Increase Investment,
Employment and
Productivity in Key
Sectors and Improve
Economic Growth

T8.5, 8.6, 8.b: Achieve full
and productive employment
and decent work for all
women and men, including for
young people and persons
with disabilities

Critical Pathway-IV:
Improved
Environmental
Stewardship and
Climate Action

Critical Pathway

Critical Pathway-V:
Reduce Inequalities
and Improve Social
Cohesion

Targets

T10.3, 10.4, 16.b: Ensure equal
opportunity and reduce
inequalities of outcome through
eliminating discriminatory laws
and practices, and adopting
policies to progressively achieve
greater equality

T2.3: Increase agricultural
productivity and incomes of
small-scale food producers

T10.1: Achieve and sustain
income growth of the bottom
40% of the population at a higher
rate than the national average

T8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.6: Sustain per
capita economic growth, and
achieve higher levels of
economic productivity
through diversification,
technological upgradation and
innovation, including through
a focus on high-value-added
and labour-intensive sectors

T1.4, 1.b, 5.a, 5.b, 14.b, 15.6:
Ensure that all men, women, in
particular the poor and
vulnerable, have equal rights to
economic resources, as well as
access to basic services,
ownership and control over land
and other property, inheritance,
natural resources, new
technology and financial services

T7.2: Increase energy
production and the share of
renewable energy in the
energy mix

T5.1-5.3 & 5.c: End all forms of
discrimination and violence
against women and girls, and
eliminate harmful practices such
as child, early and forced
marriage, and adopt policies and
enforceable legislation to
promote gender equality and
empower women

T13.2, 13.3: Integrate climate
change measures into national
policies, strategies and
planning, including through
improved education and
strengthened institutional
capacity

19

Limitations and Way Forward
The National SDGs Prioritization Framework has been designed to reduce subjectivity as much as possible.
However, applying this Framework to a provincial/district level requires close familiarity with the three SDGs
principles: inclusivity, equity, and sustainability. It also requires hands-on experience and working with national
databases, economic development outlook, and all SDG targets and indicators in the context of Pakistan.
Another important feature of this Framework is the prioritization of targets rather than indicators to minimize
the level of ambiguity between inputs and outputs. Targets with common themes were also merged together
with some subjectivity involved in this exercise.
To formulate development plans at provincial/district levels, this Framework could provide an analytical base
to incorporate peculiar needs of each region. Consultations with provinces and other stakeholders will be useful
to tweak the National Framework by overcoming the limitations and constraints.
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ANNEXURE-I
Critical Pathways
𝐶𝑃𝑊2

𝐶𝑃𝑊 = [𝐶𝑃𝑊1

𝐶𝑃𝑊3 𝐶𝑃𝑊4

𝐶𝑃𝑊5 ]

Each CPW is a vector of several targets
𝑇𝑔𝑡
𝑇𝑔𝑡
CPW = 𝑇𝑔𝑡 ; where g represents goal and t represents target.
⋮
𝑇
[ 𝑔𝑡 ]
Seven main criteria were selected following the Multiple Criteria Decision-making Model
C= [𝑐1 𝑐2 𝑐3 𝑐4 𝑐5 𝑐6 𝑐7 ]
where
𝑐1 =
𝑊𝑖𝑑𝑡ℎ
𝑐2 =
𝐷𝑒𝑝𝑡ℎ
𝑐3 =
𝑀𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟
𝑐4 =
𝑈𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑛𝑐𝑦
𝑐5 = 𝐿𝑜𝑤 𝑆𝑡𝑟𝑢𝑐𝑡𝑢𝑟𝑎𝑙 𝐶ℎ𝑎𝑛𝑔𝑒 𝑅𝑒𝑞𝑢𝑖𝑟𝑒𝑑
𝑐6 =
𝐿𝑜𝑤 𝑅𝑒𝑠𝑜𝑢𝑟𝑐𝑒𝑠 𝑅𝑒𝑞𝑢𝑖𝑟𝑒𝑑
𝑐7 =
𝑅𝑒𝑙𝑒𝑣𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒 𝑡𝑜 𝑎𝑙𝑙 𝑃𝑟𝑜𝑣𝑖𝑛𝑐𝑒𝑠
Each target is then given a score from 0 to 10 for each criterion. Average score for each target is obtained by
following equation;
7

𝐴𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 𝑜𝑓 𝑇𝑔𝑡 = ∑ 𝑐𝑖 𝑤𝑗
𝑖=1
𝑗=1

Where 𝑤𝑗 is the relative weights for each criteria mentioned below:
Identification of Weight Matrix
Mathematically, the following equation can be represented for each row, given in Table 1;
7
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𝑊𝑗 = ∑ (∑
𝑘=1
𝑗=1

𝑖=1

𝐷𝑗𝑖𝑘
17

) 𝑎𝑛𝑑 𝑗 ≠ 𝑘

Where j represents row (7 criteria), k represents column (7 criteria), and i represents goal, ranges from 1 to 17.
1 𝑤ℎ𝑒𝑛 𝑐𝑟𝑖𝑡𝑒𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑖𝑛 𝑟𝑜𝑤 𝑖𝑠 𝑚𝑜𝑟𝑒 𝑖𝑚𝑝𝑜𝑟𝑡𝑎𝑛𝑡 𝑡ℎ𝑎𝑛 𝑐𝑟𝑖𝑡𝑒𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑖𝑛 𝑐𝑜𝑙𝑢𝑚𝑛
𝐷 = {
}
0, 𝑣𝑖𝑐𝑒𝑟 𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑠𝑎
The weights are calculated using the above equation for the upper diagonal matrix (Table 1). The lower diagonal
matrix is obtained by subtracting these weights from 1 for each criterion. In the end, row-wise relative criterion
weights are averaged to get total actual average weights of the criterion. These weights are then normalized by
dividing each criterion value with the total weights and a constant value that added total average weights of
criteria to 1. These normalized relative weights are ranked and use to prioritization the targets.
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ANNEXURE – II

CPW1: Better
governance and
improved security

CPW2: Improved access
to quality social and
municipal services

CPW3: Increase
investment, employment
and productivity in key
sectors and improve
economic growth

CPW4: Improved
environmental
stewardship and climate
action

CPW5: Reduce
Inequalities and improve
social cohesion

Targets
T1.3: Implement social
protection systems and
measures for all, and
achieve substantial
coverage of the poor and
the vulnerable

T2.3: Increase agricultural
productivity and incomes
of small-scale food
producers

T12.2, 6.6: By 2030,
achieve the sustainable
management and efficient
use of natural resources

T1.1 & 1.2: Eradicate
extreme poverty in all its
dimensions, for all people
everywhere

T3.1 & 3.2: Improve
maternal and child health,
and reduce mortality

T2.a: Increase investment
in rural infrastructure,
agricultural research,
agricultural extension
services and technology
development

T13.2, 13.3: Integrate
climate change measures
into national policies,
strategies and planning,
including through
improved education and
strengthened institutional
capacity

T2.1 & 2.2: End all forms
of hunger and malnutrition

T16.3, 16.4: Promote the
rule of law and ensure
equal access to justice for
all

T3.3 & 3.4: Reduce
prevalence of
communicable and noncommunicable diseases

T2.4, 2.5: Ensure
sustainable food
production systems and
implement resilient
agricultural practices,
including ensuring genetic
diversity of seeds, plants,
and farmed and domestic
animals, that increase
productivity and
production

T1.5, 11.5, 13.1: Build the
resilience of all, including
the poor and those in
vulnerable situations, and
reduce their exposure and
vulnerability to climaterelated extreme events and
other economic, social and
environmental shocks and
disasters.

T10.1: Achieve and
sustain income growth of
the bottom 40% of the
population at a higher rate
than the national average

T16.5: Substantially
reduce corruption and
bribery in all its forms

T3.7, 3.8 & 5.6: Achieve
universal health coverage
and access to quality
health-care services,
including sexual and
reproductive healthcare

T7.2: Increase energy
production and the share
of renewable energy in the
energy mix

T6.4 & 6.5: Increase water
use efficiency in all
sectors and implement
integrated water resources
management at all levels

T8.7 & 8.8: Eradicate
forced labor, child labor
and human trafficking,
and promote labor rights
and safe and secure
working environments

T3.a-3.d : Improve the
national health policy
framework, including
policies related to
research, financing, health
risk management, and
training and retention of
health workers

T8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.6: Sustain
per capita economic
growth, and achieve
higher levels of economic
productivity through
diversification,
technological upgradation
and innovation, including
through a focus on highvalue-added and labourintensive sectors

T6.3, 3.9, 12.4, 14.1, 14.3:
Improve water, soil and air
quality by reducing
pollution, eliminating
dumping and minimizing
release of harmful
chemicals and materials,
and sound management of
waste throughout its lifecycle

T10.2: Empower and
promote the social,
economic, and political
inclusion of all,
irrespective of age, sex,
disability, race, ethnicity,
origin or religion

T16.1: Significantly
reduce all forms of
violence and related death
rates everywhere

T16.2: End abuse,
exploitations, trafficking
and all forms of violence
against and torture of
children

T16.6, 16.a: Develop
effective, accountable and
transparent institutions at
all levels, and build
institutional capacity
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CPW1: Better
governance and
improved security

CPW3: Increase
investment, employment
and productivity in key
sectors and improve
economic growth

CPW4: Improved
environmental
stewardship and climate
action

CPW5: Reduce
Inequalities and improve
social cohesion

T6.b: Support and
strengthen the
participation of local
communities in protecting
natural resources,
including through
improved water and
sanitation management

T10.3, 10.4, 16.b: Ensure
equal opportunity and
reduce inequalities of
outcome through
eliminating discriminatory
laws and practices, and
adopting policies to
progressively achieve
greater equality

T4.2, 4.3 & 4.4: Provide
affordable and quality
technical, vocational and
tertiary education and
skills

T8.10, 9.3, 10.5:
Strengthen the capacity of
domestic financial
institutions to encourage
and encourage and expand
access to banking,
insurance and financial
services for all, including
small-scale enterprises

T7.3: Increase the rate of
improvement in energy
efficiency

T1.4, 1.b, 5.a, 5.b, 14.b,
15.6: Ensure that all men,
women, in particular the
poor and vulnerable, have
equal rights to economic
resources, as well as
access to basic services,
ownership and control
over land and other
property, inheritance,
natural resources, new
technology and financial
services

T6.1: Achieve universal
and equitable access to
safe and affordable
drinking water

T9.1, 9.a: Develop quality,
reliable, sustainable and
resilient infrastructure to
support economic
development and human
well-being with equitable
and affordable access for
all

T15.2, 15.3, 15.5, 15.b:
Combat deforestation,
desertification, restore
degraded land and soil,
including land affected by
desertification, drought
and floods, and strive to
achieve a landdegradation-neutral world

T5.1-5.3 & 5.c: End all
forms of discrimination
and violence against
women and girls, and
eliminate harmful
practices such as child,
early and forced marriage,
and adopt policies and
enforceable legislation to
promote gender equality
and empower women

T6.2: Achieve access to
adequate and equitable
sanitation and hygiene for
all

T9.2, 9.4, 9.b: Promote
inclusive and sustainable
industrialization, including
greater adoption of clean
technologies and
processes, and raise
industry's share of
employment and GDP

T15.9, 14.5, 15.1, 15.4,
15.a: Integrate ecosystem
and biodiversity values
into national and local
planning, development
processes, poverty
reduction strategies and
accounts, and increase
resource mobilization

T5.4: Recognize and value
unpaid care and domestic
work through the
provision of public
services, infrastructure and
social protection policies,
and the promotion of
shared responsibility
within the household and
family

CPW2: Improved access
to quality social and
municipal services

Targets

T16.7: Ensure responsive,
inclusive, participatory
and representative
decision making at all
levels

T16.10, 9.c: Ensure public
access to information, and
communication
technology and protect
fundamental freedoms

T17.1, 1.a: Strengthen
domestic resource
mobilization for inclusive
and sustainable
development

T11.3, 11.a, 11.b: Enhance
inclusive and sustainable
urbanization and capacity
for participatory,
integrated and sustainable
human settlement
planning

T4.1, 4.5, 4.6, 4.a, 4.c:
Ensure access for all to
free, equitable, and quality
primary and secondary
education, leading to
effective learning
outcomes

T8.5, 8.6, 8.b: Achieve
full and productive
employment and decent
work for all women and
men, including for young
people and persons with
disabilities
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CPW1: Better
governance and
improved security

CPW2: Improved access
to quality social and
municipal services

CPW3: Increase
investment, employment
and productivity in key
sectors and improve
economic growth

CPW4: Improved
environmental
stewardship and climate
action

CPW5: Reduce
Inequalities and improve
social cohesion

T14.2, 14.4, 14.a, 14.c:
Sustainably manage and
protect water ecosystems
to avoid significant
adverse impacts, including
by strengthening their
resilience, and take action
for their restoration in
order to achieve healthy
and productive oceans and
water bodies

T5.5: Ensure women's full
and effective participation
and equal opportunities for
leadership at all levels of
decision-making in
political, economic and
public life

T4.7, 12.8: Ensure that all
learners acquire the
knowledge and skills
needed to promote
sustainable development,
including human rights,
gender equality,
promotion of a culture of
peace and non-violence,
global citizenship and
appreciation of cultural
diversity

Targets

T12.6, 12.7, 17.17:
Encourage public and
private organizations to
adopt sustainable
practices, and promote
effective public-private
and civil society
partnerships

T7.1, 7.b: Ensure
universal access to
affordable, reliable and
modern energy services

T9.5: Enhance scientific
research and upgrade
technological capabilities
of industrial sectors

T2.b, 2.c, 12.c, 14.6:
Correct and prevent trade
restrictions and price and
market distortions,
including in food
commodity and fossil-fuel
markets

T11.1 & 11.7: Ensure
access for all to adequate,
safe and affordable
housing and basic
municipal services,
including green public
spaces

T10.7, 10.c: Facilitate
safe, orderly and
responsible migration and
mobility of people, and
reduce transaction costs of
remittances

T12.5, 11.6: Substantially
reduce waste generation
through prevention,
reduction, recycling and
reuse, and reducing the per
capita environmental
impact of cities

T17.14: Enhance policy
coherence for sustainable
development

T11.2, 3.6: Provide access
to safe, affordable and
efficient transport systems,
including public transport,
and reduce the number of
deaths and injuries from
traffic accidents

T8.9, 12.b: Devise and
implement policies to
promote sustainable
tourism that creates jobs
and promotes local culture
and products

T12.1, 8.4, 12.3: Improve
resource efficiency in
consumption and
production, and reduce
food waste and losses

T16.9: Provide legal
identity for all, including
birth registration

T11.4: Strengthen efforts
to protect and safeguard
cultural and natural
heritage

T15.7, 15.8: Take urgent
action to end poaching and
illegal trafficking of
protected species of flora
and fauna, and reduce the
impact of invasive alien
species
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ANNEXURE – III
Annexure III.a.: Pakistan National SDGs Framework --- Medium-High Priority Targets
Critical Pathway

Critical Pathway-I:
Better Governance and
Improved Security

Targets

T2.b, 2.c, 12.c, 14.6: Correct
and prevent trade restrictions
and price and market
distortions, including in food
commodity and fossil-fuel
markets

Critical Pathway

Critical Pathway-II:
Improved Access to Quality
Social and Municipal
Services

Targets

T4.2, T4.3 & T4.4:
Provide affordable and
quality technical,
vocational and tertiary
education

T16.7: Ensure responsive,
inclusive, participatory and
representative decision
making at all levels

T3.a-3.d : Improve the
national health policy
framework, including
policies related to
research, financing, health
risk management, and
training and retention of
health workers

T16.10, 9.c: Ensure public
access to information, and
communication technology
and protect fundamental
freedoms

T3.3 & 3.4: Reduce
prevalence of
communicable and noncommunicable diseases

T12.6, 12.7, 17.17: Encourage
public and private
organizations to adopt
sustainable practices, and
promote effective publicprivate and civil society
partnerships

T7.1, 7.b: Ensure
universal access to
affordable, reliable and
modern energy services

T11.3, 11.a, 11.b: Enhance
inclusive and sustainable
urbanization and capacity for
participatory, integrated and
sustainable human settlement
planning

T11.1 & 11.7: Ensure
access for all to adequate,
safe and affordable
housing and basic
municipal services,
including green public
spaces

27

Annexure III.a.: Pakistan National SDGs Framework --- Medium-High Priority Targets
Critical Pathway

Targets

Critical Pathway

T16.2: End abuse,
exploitations, trafficking and
all forms of violence against
and torture of children

Critical Pathway-III:
Increase Investment,
Employment and
Productivity in Key
Sectors and Improve
Economic Growth
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T8.10, 9.3, 10.5: Expand
access to banking, insurance
and financial services for all,
including small-scale
enterprises

Targets

T16.9: Provide legal
identity for all, including
birth registration

Critical Pathway-IV:
Improved Environmental
Stewardship and Climate
Action

T6.4 & 6.5: Increase water
use efficiency in all
sectors and implement
integrated water resources
management at all levels

T2.a: Increase investment in
rural infrastructure,
agricultural research,
agricultural extension services
and technology development

T7.3: Increase the rate of
improvement in energy
efficiency

T9.2, 9.4, 9.b: Promote
inclusive and sustainable
industrialization, including
greater adoption of clean
technologies and processes,
and raise industry's share of
employment and GDP

T1.5, 11.5, 13.1: Build the
resilience of all, including
the poor and those in
vulnerable situations, and
reduce their exposure and
vulnerability to climaterelated extreme events and
other economic, social and
environmental shocks and
disasters

T9.5: Enhance scientific
research and upgrade
technological capabilities of
industrial sectors

T6.b: Support and
strengthen the
participation of local
communities in protecting
natural resources,
including through
improved water and
sanitation management

Annexure III.a.: Pakistan National SDGs Framework --- Medium-High Priority Targets
Critical Pathway

Critical Pathway-V:
Reduce Inequalities and
Improve Social Cohesion

Targets

Critical Pathway

Targets

T2.4, 2.5: Ensure sustainable
food production systems and
implement resilient
agricultural practices,
including ensuring genetic
diversity of seeds, plants, and
farmed and domestic animals,
that increase productivity and
production

T14.2, 14.4, 14.a, 14.c:
Sustainably manage and
protect water ecosystems
to avoid significant
adverse impacts, including
by strengthening their
resilience, and take action
for their restoration in
order to achieve healthy
and productive oceans and
water bodies

T10.2: Empower and promote the
social, economic, and political
inclusion of all, irrespective of
age, sex, disability, race,
ethnicity, origin or religion

T15.9, 14.5, 15.1, 15.4, 15.a:
Integrate ecosystem and
biodiversity values into
national and local planning,
development processes,
poverty reduction strategies
and accounts, and increase
resource mobilization

T2.1 & 2.2: End all forms of
hunger and malnutrition

T12.5, 11.6: Substantially
reduce waste generation
through prevention,
reduction, recycling and
reuse, and reducing the per
capita environmental
impact of cities

T8.7 & 8.8: Eradicate forced
labor, child labor and human
trafficking, and promote labor
rights and safe and secure
working environments

T6.3, 3.9, 12.4, 14.1, 14.3:
Improve water, soil and air
quality by reducing
pollution, eliminating
dumping and minimizing
release of harmful
chemicals and materials,
and sound management of
waste throughout its lifecycle
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Critical Pathway

Targets

T5.5: Ensure women's full and
effective participation and equal
opportunities for leadership at all
levels of decision-making in
political, economic and public life

T4.7, 12.8: Ensure that all
learners acquire the knowledge
and skills needed to promote
sustainable development,
including human rights, gender
equality, promotion of a culture
of peace and non-violence, global
citizenship and appreciation of
cultural diversity

T5.4: Recognize and value unpaid
care and domestic work through
the provision of public services,
infrastructure and social
protection policies, and the
promotion of shared
responsibility within the
household and family

T1.1 & 1.2: Eradicate extreme
poverty in all its dimensions, for
all people everywhere
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Critical Pathway

Targets

Annexure III.b.: Pakistan National SDGs Framework --- Medium-Low & Low Priority Targets
Critical Pathway
Critical Pathway-I:
Better Governance and
Improved Security

Critical Pathway-III:
Increase Investment,
Employment and
Productivity in Key
Sectors and Improve
Economic Growth

Targets

No Targets

T9.1, 9.a: Develop quality,
reliable, sustainable and
resilient infrastructure to
support economic development
and human well-being with
equitable and affordable access
for all

Critical Pathway
Critical Pathway-II:
Improved Access to
Quality Social and
Municipal Services

Critical Pathway-IV:
Improved
Environmental
Stewardship and
Climate Action

Targets

No Targets

T12.1, 8.4, 12..3: Improve
resource efficiency in
consumption and
production, and reduce
food waste and losses

T8.9, 12.b: Devise and
implement policies to promote
sustainable tourism that creates
jobs and promotes local culture
and products

T12.2, 6.6: Achieve the
sustainable management
and efficient use of natural
resources

T10.7, 10.c: Facilitate safe,
orderly and responsible
migration and mobility of
people, and reduce transaction
costs of remittances

T11.4: Strengthen efforts
to protect and safeguard
cultural and natural
heritage

T15.2, 15.3, 15.5, 15.b:
Combat deforestation,
desertification, restore
degraded land and soil,
including land affected by
desertification, drought
and floods, and strive to
achieve a landdegradation-neutral world

Critical Pathway-V:
Reduce Inequalities and
Improve Social
Cohesion

No Targets

T15.7, 15.8: Take urgent
action to end poaching and
illegal trafficking of
protected species of flora
and fauna, and reduce the
impact of invasive alien
species

31

Acknowledgments

Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform,
Government of Pakistan
1. Dr. Asma Hyder
2. Mr. Zafar-u1-Hasan
3. Ms. Nigar Anjum,
4. Dr. Haroon Sarwar,
5. Mr. Muhammad Saleh Muzaffar,

Member Social Sector and Devolution
Chief SDGs Section
Deputy Chief SDGs Section
Assistant Chief SDGs Section
Assistant Chief SDGs Section

Federal SDGs Support Unit
1. Mr. Nadeem Ahmed
2. Mr. M. Ali Kemal
3. Ms. Schanzah Khalid
4. Ms. Syedah Mohsina Atiq
4. Mr. Khalid Mushtaq
5. Mr. Azfar Ali

Social Policy Advisor
Economic Policy Advisor
Research Analyst
Research Analyst
Admin and Finance Officer
IT and Data Analyst

UNDP Pakistan
1. Mr. Shakeel Ahmed
2. Mr. Umer Akhlaq
3. Dr. Naeem-uz-Zafar
4. Ms. Aroub Farooq

32

Assistant Country Director
Policy Analyst
Senior SDGs Advisor
Research Analyst

SDGs Section

