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Preface 

The first National Conference on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) was a key event organized by 

the SDGs section and Federal SDGs Support Unit, Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform, and 

UNDP. All major stakeholders including relevant ministries, line departments, international and local civil 

society, corporate sector, media, UN agencies, international development partners, think tanks and 

academia participated for broader knowledge sharing and consultation on the National SDGs Framework 

prioritization tool. 

The main aim of the Conference was to disseminate the plan, progress and strategies of government on 

SDGs and present the National SDG Framework for prioritizing the Goals to sensitize the greater audience. 

A focus of this conference was on partnerships with multiple stakeholders.  

Rich and fruitful discussion by panellists representing various facets of society was highlight of the 

conference. They spoke on implementing the SDGs in their professional networks and promoting 

partnerships with the Government of Pakistan and other stakeholders. The discussion was very well 

received by the audience with several questions posed by a diverse sample of the audience to the members 

of the panel.  

Key points infer from the conference are; Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform is pro-actively 

working on mainstreaming and implementing the SDGs, with support from UNDP which is the 

implementing partner; (ii) A major milestone was the formal approval of the National SDGs Framework 

by the National Economic Council, after which the provinces are working towards their Provincial SDGs 

Framework; (iii) Partnerships catalyze the implementation of the SDGs and at the local government level, 

they should encourage startups, and leveraging micro finance. Partnerships with corporate sector is vital 

for effective implementation; (iv) devolved governance structure requires provinces to take up new 

partnerships and engage with diverse stakeholders to accelerate progress, address bottlenecks and develop 

new solutions; (v) Strong institutions, accountability, transparency, enhanced capacity, sufficient funds, 

engagement and effectiveness are all needed to achieve SDGs; (vi) Think tanks and academia must adopt 

multidimensional approach to solve the problems; (vii) There should be a platform where education, 

industry and government can sit together and make an action plan agreed by all and then move to implement 

them; (viii) There must be a joint platform for the civil society to raise their voice; (ix) Financial 

partnerships need to be strengthened with organizations like rural support programs and those with massive 

outreach to utilize extensive outreach to invert the entire paradigm, making it bottom to top. 

 



 

Acknowledgements 
 

Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform, Government of Pakistan 

1. Dr. Shamshad Akhtar  Minister 

2. Mr. Shoaib Ahmed Siddiqui Secretary 

3. Dr. Asma Hyder   Member, Social Sector 

4. Mr. Zafar-ul-Hasan  Chief, SDGs Section 

5. Ms. Nigar Anjum  Deputy Chief, SDGs Section 

6. Mr. Nadeem Ahmed  Social Policy Advisor, Federal SDGs Support Unit 

7. Mr. M. Ali Kemal  Economic Policy Advisor, Federal SDGs Support Unit 

8. Dr. Haroon Sarwar  Assistant Chief, SDGs Section 

9. Mr. Muhammad Saleh  Assistant Chief, and SDGs Section 

10. Ms. Syedah Mohsina Atiq Research Analyst, Federal SDGs Support Unit  

11. Ms. Rida Najam  Research Officer, SDGs Section 

12. Mr. Hammad Ahmad  Communications Analyst, Federal SDGs Support Unit  

13. Ms. Ansa Riaz   Monitoring and Evaluation Analyst, Federal SDGs Support Unit 

14. Mr. Azfar Ali   IT and Data Analyst, Federal SDGs Support Unit 

15. Mr. Khalid Mushtaq   Admin and Finance Officer, Federal SDGs Support Unit 

16. Mr. Shuja Zeb   Web / I.T Consultant, Federal SDGs Support Unit 

United Nations Development Programme Pakistan  

1. Mr. Shakeel Ahmed  Assistant Country Director 

2. Mr. Umer Akhlaq Policy Analyst 

  



7 
 

Introduction  

The Government of Pakistan has successfully adopted the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as 

national development agenda through parliamentôs unanimous resolution and has taken multiple initiatives 

to mainstream it. One of the first steps was the formation of SDGs Support Units at the federal and 

provincial levels to streamline the process of localization. Next, the Goals had to be adapted to Pakistanôs 

local context for which priority Goals were identified based on multiple criteria. These included scopes of 

problem, its severity, urgency, externality effect, effectiveness across entire country, low structural change 

required and lower dependence on higher resources. This proactive approach has been embraced within the 

country and globally.  

Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform (MoPDR) is responsible for rolling out the localization 

across the country. A key event organized by the Ministry, with support from UNDP, was the National 

Conference on SDGs; first of its kind in the country. The Conference included representatives of all major 

stakeholders such as relevant ministries, line departments, international and local civil society, corporate 

sector, media, UN agencies, international development partners, think tanks and academia for broader 

knowledge sharing and consultation on the National SDGs Framework prioritization tool. 

Objectives  

The objective of the conference is to share progress on SDGs and explore the possibilities of 

partnerships for SDGs. Another objective was to introduce the National SDGs Framework prioritization 

tool to all stakeholders present and build their understanding on its methodology.  

Proceedings  

Theme of the conference was ñBuilding partnerships to achieve SDGsô. Provinces presented their 

partnerships initiatives to achieve SDGs. Importance of partnerships was emphasised by inviting persons 

from civil society, private sector, international development partners, UN agencies and Academia.  

Dr. Shamshad Akhter, Minister of Finance, and Planning, Development and Reform, Mr. Shoaib A. 

Siddiqui, Secretary of Ministry of 

Planning, Development and 

Reform, and Mr Neil Buhne, 

Resident Coordinator, United 

Nations attended the Conference 

and shared their enthusiasm and 

valuable insights on the SDGs. 

They all stressed on the importance 

of collaboration for achieving the 

Goals.  

Representative of different sectors, 

civil society, academia, think 

tanks, media, international 

development partners and UN 

agencies participated in the conference. Rich and fruitful discussion by a set of panellists on implementing 

the SDGs in their professional networks and promoting partnerships with the Government of Pakistan was 

highlight of the event. The discussion was admirably received by the audience with several questions posed 

by a diverse audience to the panellists. They also shared their inputs on the National SDGs Framework 

prioritization tool.  
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The Conference was a full day event with five main sessions: 

1. Inaugural Session 

2. Pakistanôs progress on SDGs and federal & provincial SDGs Support Units progress in partnerships 

3. Panel discussion ï SDGs and Partnerships ï How to Coordinate? 

4. Presentation on National SDGs Framework prioritization tool 

5. Group work session on practical understanding of the prioritization tool  

Session -1: Inaugural Session 

Welcome Address by the Secretary, Ministry of Planning, Development and 

Reform 

Mr. Shoaib Ahmed Siddiqui, the Secretary, Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform initiated the 

Conference with his welcome address. 

He acknowledged that the 2030 Agenda 

is an ambitious development agenda 

which has the potential to substantially 

improve the socio-economic situation in 

Pakistan. He informed the audience that 

Ministry of Planning, Development and 

Reform is pro-actively working on 

mainstreaming and implementing the 

SDGs, with support from UNDP which 

is the implementing partner. The 

National SDGs Conference will be 

helpful to disseminate the progress on 

SDGs to all the stakeholders who can 

learn from and incorporate these learnings in their efforts. He explained that coordinating with all 

stakeholders is the key to success towards the 2030 Agenda. Mr. Siddiqui concluded by detailing the 

importance of every sector for the SDGs and coordinating efforts for effective results.  

 

Remarks by Neil Buhne, UN Resident & Humanitarian Coordinator  

Mr. Neil Buhne, UN Resident Coordinator welcomed the audience by praising the Ministry of Planning, 

Development and Reform on conducting the Pakistanôs first National SDGs Conference - a platform to bring 

together all partners engaged in implementing SDGs. He proclaimed the progress has been made since the Goals 

were formally adopted in 2016. He also expressed pleasure that the federal, provincial and regional governments 

are fully onboard and committed to working with the UN system to achieve SDGs in Pakistan.  

The óMainstreaming, Acceleration and Policy Support for SDGsô project aims to support governments in 

developing the enabling environment needed to achieve progress on all 17 Goals. It was institutionalized and 

integrated in federal and provincial governments through Country Support Platforms that exist in the form of 

SDG Support Units. All  Units are working hard on areas of policy mainstreaming and alignment, monitoring 

and reporting, and mobilizing financial resources.  
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A major milestone was the formal 

approval of the National SDGs 

Framework by the National Economic 

Council, after which the provinces are 

working towards their Provincial SDGs 

Framework. These Frameworks act as 

guiding documents by providing locally 

relevant targets for 2030 Agenda and 

prioritizing the areas requiring urgent 

action.  

Mr. Buhne was happy that broader policy 

level efforts have included data, 

localization of SDG Frameworks, 

budgets or annual development plans. 

Nonetheless, he emphasized on exploring 

different avenues that simultaneously initiate on-ground implementation to bring lagging districts at par with 

others. For this, he stressed the engagement of local governments in the process.  

Mr. Buhne appreciated the efforts of the Sindh SDGs Support Unit, which, with the support of Planning & 

Development Department, Sindh is collaborating with Thar Foundation. This is an example of private sector 

partnerships as Thar Foundation is a CSR component of Engro Corporation Pakistan, to eliminate poverty in 

Islamkot ï a tehsil in Tharparkar, a severely poverty-stricken district of Pakistan. He encouraged development 

partners to engage with the Governments and UN agencies to deliver progress on various fronts. He also invited 

universities and academia to create stimulating environments for students to explore, research and develop 

advanced technological solutions in all fields. Finally, he stressed that the private sector must support 

development efforts towards economic growth, sustainability, and responsible production through its value 

chains. Similarly, the civil  society role can work at the grassroots levels with districts, tehsils and communities.  

Mr. Buhne concluded that the National SDGs Conference encourages dialogue to address bottlenecks and 

propose solutions. He expressed commitment to hold similar conferences in the future to harness resources, share 

best practices and identify ways to move forward with the SDGs implementation. 

 

Keynote Address by Dr. Shamshad Akhtar, Minister of Finance, and 

Planning, Development and Reform 

Dr. Shamshad Akhtar thanked all participants including international development partners such as UNDP, 

and World Bank and Civil Society and acknowledged their importance in implementation of SDGs.  

While addressing the Conference, Dr. Shamshad Akhtar stated that the federal and provincial governments 

have accomplished advocacy and localization, but the SDGs must be advocated at broader levels. She 

expressed the need to adopt a streamlined strategy and an effective approach to implement the SDGs 

agenda. She stressed that partnerships with development entities including academia are important for the 

2030 Agenda. Partnerships catalyze the implementation of the SDGs and at the local government level, 

they should encourage startups, and leveraging micro finance. Partnerships with corporate sector is vital 

for effective implementation. 
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She said that Pakistan is going through tough macroeconomic challenges owing to the twin deficit crises 

limiting available resources for development. Dr. Akhtar stressed that all stakeholders including 

development partners, private sector entities, and civil society organization should pool resources to achieve 

the prioritized SDGs targets. Her advice to the Ministry was to identify priority SDGs and arrange for their 

financing requirements. In addition, an assessment of high priority SDGs and required finances is important 

to chalk out a roadmap for the future. 

She appreciated, Federal SDGs Support Unit efforts of data mapping exercise that has been completed and 

reiterated the need to develop an analytical road map with targeted approach to implementation. She advised 

the Ministry to focus on developing partnership strategies for implementation and identify policy 

impediments for effective lubrication of the implementation of the SDGs.  
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Finally, Dr. Akhtar requested donors to explore diverse funding sources including from the corporate sector 

and international development partners and not to depend entirely on the government funds. However, she 

stressed that a roadmap should be developed first and there should be a national strategy which can guide 

all international donors.  
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Session ï 2: Pakistanôs Progress on SDGs  

National Progress  

Mr. Zafar-ul-Hassan, Chief SDGs, Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform presented Pakistanôs 

national progress on SDGs after the launch of the óNational Initiative on Sustainable Development Goals. 

He covered the following steps taken so far: 

1. Institutionalization of the óNational Initiative on SDGsô under which one federal, four provincial 

and two regional SDGs Support Units and a SDGs Parliamentary Taskforce have been formed in 

the National Assembly of 

Pakistan 

2. Identification of available 

data, gaps in reporting and 

design of a framework to 

address them through 

institutional coordination 

3. Identification of target level 

prioritization for Pakistan 

following a multiple criteria 

method 

4. Approval of the National 

SDGs Framework by 

National Economic Council (NEC) 

5. Advocacy for the SDGs to raise awareness at districts level and capacity building events at federal 

and provincial level, 

6. Coordination & collaboration with local government representatives for localization of SDGs in 

the Local Government Summit 

7. Mapping of the federal budget with SDGs and PSDP analysis 

8. Close coordination between Federal SDGs Support Unit with provincial SDGs Support Units to 

set baseline and targets for each SDG indicators 

9. Coordination by Federal SDGs Support Unit with UNESCAP for integration, leverages, and 

interlinkages to plan implementation 

10. Extensive engagement of Units with private sector, international development partners, civil 

society, academia, local partners, think tanks and media  
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Provincial Progress 

Balochistan 

Mr. Zulifqar Durrani, representative of Balochistan 

SDGs Support Unit presented the following 

milestones of the progress: 

¶ Administrative outlook and partnership 

challenges in Balochistan 

¶ Partnerships options including with private 

sector, civil society, media, and academia 

¶ SDGs coordination mechanism:  

(i) In 2016, orientation on SDGs in all 

divisions of Balochistan province 

(ii)  Collaboration with FAO to prioritize relevant Goals and set targets for agriculture 

(iii)  Support to P&DD, Balochistan and UNICEF for ToT, for MICS, WASH Sector plan, and 

monitoring framework 

¶ Partnerships and key achievements:  

(i) Relationship building with stakeholders including PIPS, Academia and Government of 

Balochistan 

(ii)  Coordination with Finance Department and PFM Project to include SDGs in Budget 

Strategy paper 2018-21 

(iii)  Support to Provincial Coalition for SDG -16 (Consortium of SEHER, YOUTH CPD, AID 

Balochistan) 

(iv) Support to UN Women for re-alignment of Balochistan Gender Equality Policy and Action 

plan 

(v) Coordination with Radio Pakistan ï First Radio show aired on 16th May 2018 regarding 

MAPS for SDGs Project 

¶ Challenges:  

(i) Security constraints 

(ii)  Capacity limitations at provincial and district level 

(iii)  Political instability and fast turnover of government officers 

(iv) Hesitancy to share information 

(v) Limited availability of concerned staff 

¶ Lessons learnt:  

(i) SDGs ï a new concept ï requires strong and persistent advocacy 

(ii)  Strong ownership by P&DD crucial for coordination with key stakeholders 

(iii)  Engagement important with academia, youth, civil society, parliamentarians and media 

(iv) Effective and regular coordination amongst SDGs Support Units 
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Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

Mr. Syed Sabir Hussain Shah, Project Manager, KP SDGs Support Unit presented the partnership strategy 

including followings: 

¶ Partnerships:  

-  Development partners, civil 

society, academia 

¶ Challenges: 

-  Capacity issues in the public 

sector (human resources and 

technical), including of 

provincial Bureau of Statistics 

-  Private sector including 

implementing modalities 

Á Consensus building 

-  Academia 

Á Course designing. 

Á Level of acceptance amongst students 

Á Expertise 

 

Punjab 

Mr. Shoaib Syed, Project Manager, Punjab SDGs Support Unit presented the following progress: 

¶ Synergies & Partnerships:  

(i) Institutional structures for 

engaging and partnering with all 

stakeholders. 

(ii)  Partnership with academia and 

research institutions to support 

SDGs in Punjab 

(iii)  Collaboration with UN family, and 

international development partners 

(iv) Engagement with private sector 

including dialogue on SDGs for 

advocacy and alignment of business practices with 2030 Agenda 

¶ Academic Institutions: 

(i) Consultations, seminars and workshops on SDGs 

(ii)  Support to public sector on action research to accomplish 2030 Agenda 

(iii)  Platform to share international knowledge and research on SDGs 

(iv) Opportunities and avenues for internship and volunteer programmes 

(v) Inclusion of topics/themes in curriculum for knowledge and understanding on SDGs 

(vi) Publishing research in university journals 

 

¶ Challenges and Lessons Learnt:  

-  Lack of clarity on SDGs: implementation methodology 

-  Local Governments: critical yet weak link 

-  Capacity deficits: Human Resources, financial, technical, expectations vs. realities 
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Sindh 

Mr. A.D. Sajnani, Project Coordinator, Sindh SDGs Support Unit shared salient features of their partnership 

strategy which included: 

¶ A multi-stakeholder partnerships approach to 

achieve SDGs including with government, 

private sector, civil society, media, academia, 

politicians, youth and the public 

¶ Challenges: 

-  Sensitization of new members of the 

provincial assembly of Sindh 

-  Bureaucratic leadership that focuses 

on departmental initiatives only, lack 

of capacity and awareness of tier 2 and tier 3 officers, resource constraints 

-  Trust deficit in private sector including access to public sector facilities, and lack of 

synergies between efforts of public and private sector 

  


















































