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Preface
The first National Conference on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) was a key event organized by
the SDGs section and Federal SDGs Support Unit, Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform, and
UNDP. All major stakeholders including relevant ministries, line departments, international and local civil
society, corporate sector, media, UN agencies, international development partners, think tanks and
academia participated for broader knowledge sharing and consultation on the National SDGs Framework
prioritization tool.
The main aim of the Conference was to disseminate the plan, progress and strategies of government on
SDGs and present the National SDG Framework for prioritizing the Goals to sensitize the greater audience.
A focus of this conference was on partnerships with multiple stakeholders.
Rich and fruitful discussion by panellists representing various facets of society was highlight of the
conference. They spoke on implementing the SDGs in their professional networks and promoting
partnerships with the Government of Pakistan and other stakeholders. The discussion was very well
received by the audience with several questions posed by a diverse sample of the audience to the members
of the panel.
Key points infer from the conference are; Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform is pro-actively
working on mainstreaming and implementing the SDGs, with support from UNDP which is the
implementing partner; (ii) A major milestone was the formal approval of the National SDGs Framework
by the National Economic Council, after which the provinces are working towards their Provincial SDGs
Framework; (iii) Partnerships catalyze the implementation of the SDGs and at the local government level,
they should encourage startups, and leveraging micro finance. Partnerships with corporate sector is vital
for effective implementation; (iv) devolved governance structure requires provinces to take up new
partnerships and engage with diverse stakeholders to accelerate progress, address bottlenecks and develop
new solutions; (v) Strong institutions, accountability, transparency, enhanced capacity, sufficient funds,
engagement and effectiveness are all needed to achieve SDGs; (vi) Think tanks and academia must adopt
multidimensional approach to solve the problems; (vii) There should be a platform where education,
industry and government can sit together and make an action plan agreed by all and then move to implement
them; (viii) There must be a joint platform for the civil society to raise their voice; (ix) Financial
partnerships need to be strengthened with organizations like rural support programs and those with massive
outreach to utilize extensive outreach to invert the entire paradigm, making it bottom to top.
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Introduction
The Government of Pakistan has successfully adopted the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as
national development agenda through parliament’s unanimous resolution and has taken multiple initiatives
to mainstream it. One of the first steps was the formation of SDGs Support Units at the federal and
provincial levels to streamline the process of localization. Next, the Goals had to be adapted to Pakistan’s
local context for which priority Goals were identified based on multiple criteria. These included scopes of
problem, its severity, urgency, externality effect, effectiveness across entire country, low structural change
required and lower dependence on higher resources. This proactive approach has been embraced within the
country and globally.
Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform (MoPDR) is responsible for rolling out the localization
across the country. A key event organized by the Ministry, with support from UNDP, was the National
Conference on SDGs; first of its kind in the country. The Conference included representatives of all major
stakeholders such as relevant ministries, line departments, international and local civil society, corporate
sector, media, UN agencies, international development partners, think tanks and academia for broader
knowledge sharing and consultation on the National SDGs Framework prioritization tool.
Objectives

The objective of the conference is to share progress on SDGs and explore the possibilities of
partnerships for SDGs. Another objective was to introduce the National SDGs Framework prioritization
tool to all stakeholders present and build their understanding on its methodology.
Proceedings

Theme of the conference was “Building partnerships to achieve SDGs’. Provinces presented their
partnerships initiatives to achieve SDGs. Importance of partnerships was emphasised by inviting persons
from civil society, private sector, international development partners, UN agencies and Academia.
Dr. Shamshad Akhter, Minister of Finance, and Planning, Development and Reform, Mr. Shoaib A.
Siddiqui, Secretary of Ministry of
Planning,
Development
and
Reform, and Mr Neil Buhne,
Resident Coordinator, United
Nations attended the Conference
and shared their enthusiasm and
valuable insights on the SDGs.
They all stressed on the importance
of collaboration for achieving the
Goals.
Representative of different sectors,
civil society, academia, think
tanks,
media,
international
development partners and UN
agencies participated in the conference. Rich and fruitful discussion by a set of panellists on implementing
the SDGs in their professional networks and promoting partnerships with the Government of Pakistan was
highlight of the event. The discussion was admirably received by the audience with several questions posed
by a diverse audience to the panellists. They also shared their inputs on the National SDGs Framework
prioritization tool.
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The Conference was a full day event with five main sessions:
1. Inaugural Session
2. Pakistan’s progress on SDGs and federal & provincial SDGs Support Units progress in partnerships
3. Panel discussion – SDGs and Partnerships – How to Coordinate?
4. Presentation on National SDGs Framework prioritization tool
5. Group work session on practical understanding of the prioritization tool

Session -1: Inaugural Session
Welcome Address by the Secretary, Ministry of Planning, Development and
Reform
Mr. Shoaib Ahmed Siddiqui, the Secretary, Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform initiated the
Conference with his welcome address.
He acknowledged that the 2030 Agenda
is an ambitious development agenda
which has the potential to substantially
improve the socio-economic situation in
Pakistan. He informed the audience that
Ministry of Planning, Development and
Reform is pro-actively working on
mainstreaming and implementing the
SDGs, with support from UNDP which
is the implementing partner. The
National SDGs Conference will be
helpful to disseminate the progress on
SDGs to all the stakeholders who can
learn from and incorporate these learnings in their efforts. He explained that coordinating with all
stakeholders is the key to success towards the 2030 Agenda. Mr. Siddiqui concluded by detailing the
importance of every sector for the SDGs and coordinating efforts for effective results.

Remarks by Neil Buhne, UN Resident & Humanitarian Coordinator
Mr. Neil Buhne, UN Resident Coordinator welcomed the audience by praising the Ministry of Planning,
Development and Reform on conducting the Pakistan’s first National SDGs Conference - a platform to bring
together all partners engaged in implementing SDGs. He proclaimed the progress has been made since the Goals
were formally adopted in 2016. He also expressed pleasure that the federal, provincial and regional governments
are fully onboard and committed to working with the UN system to achieve SDGs in Pakistan.
The ‘Mainstreaming, Acceleration and Policy Support for SDGs’ project aims to support governments in
developing the enabling environment needed to achieve progress on all 17 Goals. It was institutionalized and
integrated in federal and provincial governments through Country Support Platforms that exist in the form of
SDG Support Units. All Units are working hard on areas of policy mainstreaming and alignment, monitoring
and reporting, and mobilizing financial resources.
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A major milestone was the formal
approval of the National SDGs
Framework by the National Economic
Council, after which the provinces are
working towards their Provincial SDGs
Framework. These Frameworks act as
guiding documents by providing locally
relevant targets for 2030 Agenda and
prioritizing the areas requiring urgent
action.
Mr. Buhne was happy that broader policy
level efforts have included data,
localization of SDG Frameworks,
budgets or annual development plans.
Nonetheless, he emphasized on exploring
different avenues that simultaneously initiate on-ground implementation to bring lagging districts at par with
others. For this, he stressed the engagement of local governments in the process.
Mr. Buhne appreciated the efforts of the Sindh SDGs Support Unit, which, with the support of Planning &
Development Department, Sindh is collaborating with Thar Foundation. This is an example of private sector
partnerships as Thar Foundation is a CSR component of Engro Corporation Pakistan, to eliminate poverty in
Islamkot – a tehsil in Tharparkar, a severely poverty-stricken district of Pakistan. He encouraged development
partners to engage with the Governments and UN agencies to deliver progress on various fronts. He also invited
universities and academia to create stimulating environments for students to explore, research and develop
advanced technological solutions in all fields. Finally, he stressed that the private sector must support
development efforts towards economic growth, sustainability, and responsible production through its value
chains. Similarly, the civil society role can work at the grassroots levels with districts, tehsils and communities.
Mr. Buhne concluded that the National SDGs Conference encourages dialogue to address bottlenecks and
propose solutions. He expressed commitment to hold similar conferences in the future to harness resources, share
best practices and identify ways to move forward with the SDGs implementation.

Keynote Address by Dr. Shamshad Akhtar, Minister of Finance, and
Planning, Development and Reform
Dr. Shamshad Akhtar thanked all participants including international development partners such as UNDP,
and World Bank and Civil Society and acknowledged their importance in implementation of SDGs.
While addressing the Conference, Dr. Shamshad Akhtar stated that the federal and provincial governments
have accomplished advocacy and localization, but the SDGs must be advocated at broader levels. She
expressed the need to adopt a streamlined strategy and an effective approach to implement the SDGs
agenda. She stressed that partnerships with development entities including academia are important for the
2030 Agenda. Partnerships catalyze the implementation of the SDGs and at the local government level,
they should encourage startups, and leveraging micro finance. Partnerships with corporate sector is vital
for effective implementation.
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She said that Pakistan is going through tough macroeconomic challenges owing to the twin deficit crises
limiting available resources for development. Dr. Akhtar stressed that all stakeholders including
development partners, private sector entities, and civil society organization should pool resources to achieve
the prioritized SDGs targets. Her advice to the Ministry was to identify priority SDGs and arrange for their
financing requirements. In addition, an assessment of high priority SDGs and required finances is important
to chalk out a roadmap for the future.
She appreciated, Federal SDGs Support Unit efforts of data mapping exercise that has been completed and
reiterated the need to develop an analytical road map with targeted approach to implementation. She advised
the Ministry to focus on developing partnership strategies for implementation and identify policy
impediments for effective lubrication of the implementation of the SDGs.
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Finally, Dr. Akhtar requested donors to explore diverse funding sources including from the corporate sector
and international development partners and not to depend entirely on the government funds. However, she
stressed that a roadmap should be developed first and there should be a national strategy which can guide
all international donors.
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Session – 2: Pakistan’s Progress on SDGs
National Progress
Mr. Zafar-ul-Hassan, Chief SDGs, Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform presented Pakistan’s
national progress on SDGs after the launch of the ‘National Initiative on Sustainable Development Goals.
He covered the following steps taken so far:
1. Institutionalization of the ‘National Initiative on SDGs’ under which one federal, four provincial
and two regional SDGs Support Units and a SDGs Parliamentary Taskforce have been formed in
the National Assembly of
Pakistan
2. Identification of available
data, gaps in reporting and
design of a framework to
address
them
through
institutional coordination
3. Identification of target level
prioritization for Pakistan
following a multiple criteria
method
4. Approval of the National
SDGs
Framework
by
National Economic Council (NEC)
5. Advocacy for the SDGs to raise awareness at districts level and capacity building events at federal
and provincial level,
6. Coordination & collaboration with local government representatives for localization of SDGs in
the Local Government Summit
7. Mapping of the federal budget with SDGs and PSDP analysis
8. Close coordination between Federal SDGs Support Unit with provincial SDGs Support Units to
set baseline and targets for each SDG indicators
9. Coordination by Federal SDGs Support Unit with UNESCAP for integration, leverages, and
interlinkages to plan implementation
10. Extensive engagement of Units with private sector, international development partners, civil
society, academia, local partners, think tanks and media
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Provincial Progress
Balochistan
Mr. Zulifqar Durrani, representative of Balochistan
SDGs Support Unit presented the following
milestones of the progress:
•
•
•

•

•

•

Administrative outlook and partnership
challenges in Balochistan
Partnerships options including with private
sector, civil society, media, and academia
SDGs coordination mechanism:
(i)
In 2016, orientation on SDGs in all
divisions of Balochistan province
(ii)
Collaboration with FAO to prioritize relevant Goals and set targets for agriculture
(iii)
Support to P&DD, Balochistan and UNICEF for ToT, for MICS, WASH Sector plan, and
monitoring framework
Partnerships and key achievements:
(i)
Relationship building with stakeholders including PIPS, Academia and Government of
Balochistan
(ii)
Coordination with Finance Department and PFM Project to include SDGs in Budget
Strategy paper 2018-21
(iii)
Support to Provincial Coalition for SDG -16 (Consortium of SEHER, YOUTH CPD, AID
Balochistan)
(iv)
Support to UN Women for re-alignment of Balochistan Gender Equality Policy and Action
plan
(v)
Coordination with Radio Pakistan – First Radio show aired on 16th May 2018 regarding
MAPS for SDGs Project
Challenges:
(i)
Security constraints
(ii)
Capacity limitations at provincial and district level
(iii)
Political instability and fast turnover of government officers
(iv)
Hesitancy to share information
(v)
Limited availability of concerned staff
Lessons learnt:
(i)
SDGs – a new concept – requires strong and persistent advocacy
(ii)
Strong ownership by P&DD crucial for coordination with key stakeholders
(iii)
Engagement important with academia, youth, civil society, parliamentarians and media
(iv)
Effective and regular coordination amongst SDGs Support Units
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Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Mr. Syed Sabir Hussain Shah, Project Manager, KP SDGs Support Unit presented the partnership strategy
including followings:
•

•

Partnerships:
- Development partners, civil
society, academia
Challenges:
- Capacity issues in the public
sector (human resources and
technical), including of
provincial Bureau of Statistics
- Private sector including
implementing modalities
▪ Consensus building
- Academia
▪ Course designing.
▪ Level of acceptance amongst students
▪ Expertise

Punjab
Mr. Shoaib Syed, Project Manager, Punjab SDGs Support Unit presented the following progress:
•

•

•

Synergies & Partnerships:
(i)
Institutional structures for
engaging and partnering with all
stakeholders.
(ii)
Partnership with academia and
research institutions to support
SDGs in Punjab
(iii)
Collaboration with UN family, and
international development partners
(iv)
Engagement with private sector
including dialogue on SDGs for
advocacy and alignment of business practices with 2030 Agenda
Academic Institutions:
(i)
Consultations, seminars and workshops on SDGs
(ii)
Support to public sector on action research to accomplish 2030 Agenda
(iii)
Platform to share international knowledge and research on SDGs
(iv)
Opportunities and avenues for internship and volunteer programmes
(v)
Inclusion of topics/themes in curriculum for knowledge and understanding on SDGs
(vi)
Publishing research in university journals
Challenges and Lessons Learnt:
- Lack of clarity on SDGs: implementation methodology
- Local Governments: critical yet weak link
- Capacity deficits: Human Resources, financial, technical, expectations vs. realities
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Sindh
Mr. A.D. Sajnani, Project Coordinator, Sindh SDGs Support Unit shared salient features of their partnership
strategy which included:
•

•

A multi-stakeholder partnerships approach to
achieve SDGs including with government,
private sector, civil society, media, academia,
politicians, youth and the public
Challenges:
- Sensitization of new members of the
provincial assembly of Sindh
- Bureaucratic leadership that focuses
on departmental initiatives only, lack
of capacity and awareness of tier 2 and tier 3 officers, resource constraints
- Trust deficit in private sector including access to public sector facilities, and lack of
synergies between efforts of public and private sector
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Session III: Panel Discussion – SDGs and Partnerships –
How to coordinate?
The panel discussion revolved around the importance of partnerships for the SDGs and the current
coordination challenges with innovative solutions to address them. The panel included;
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Ms. Samita Khawar, Country Director, UNOPS
(UN Agencies)
Dr. Stefanie Burri, Country Director, SDC – Pakistan (International Development Agencies)
Dr. Asad Zaman, Vice Chancellor, PIDE
(Academia and Research Institute)
Mr. Salman Malik, Vice President, Public Policy & Regulatory Affairs, JAZZ
(Corporate Sector) and
Mr. Harris Khalique, Poet, Columnist & Social Activist (Civil Society)

Mr. M. Ali Kemal, Economic Policy Advisor, Federal SDGs Support Unit, moderated the panel discussion.
Short introduction of each panelist is given in Annexure 2.

Panel Discussion
1. What is the role of your institution in SDGs?
1. Dr. Asad Zaman believed that contemporary economic theories are incapable of identifying the
problems and so, radical reformation is needed. He quoted successful development models such as
Akhtar Hameed Khan’s community development model, Grameen Bank model and BRAC’s
successful intervention to reduce poverty. He further added that one dimensional approach doesn’t
16

2.

3.

4.

5.

work therefore, adoption of multi-dimensional approach is essential. It is not possible for think
tanks to continue employing a business as usual model.
Ms. Samita Khawar opined that while work has started well, but a profound understanding of the
needs of local recipients is very important. It’s a fact that to achieve the SDGs agenda, multi-level
efforts are required, including national, provincial, divisional, and district level down to actual
recipients. She added that the UN’s efforts will be fruitful when local people also participate in the
development process. She expressed her continuous support for SDGs agenda in Pakistan and
abroad and said that they need support from other organizations such as public sector and
commitment at all levels to achieve the agenda.
Dr. Stefanie Burri is humbled to be included as a panelist that it depicts Pakistan’s interest in getting
the view of a foreigner, which is commendable. She spoke about the importance of SDGs and
Pakistan is one of the first signatories. The conference is important to share the work among
partners but important is implementation and we should now move beyond policy and paper work.
Mr. Salman Malik stressed that everyone has a role, distinct but important. The discussion of SDGs
is important since they are cross cutting and the technology to assist SDGs implementation. Mobile
financial services like Jazz Cash has increased financial inclusion. He stressed the role that
technology can play in health, education and private sector. He added that if the government
provides the direction with multi-lateral agencies as facilitators and enablers, the private sector
be an implementing partner. Hence, SDGs can be achieved much faster and more efficiently.
Mr. Haris Khalique thanked UNDP and MoPDR and said that SDGs as a concept are not new. The
Government of Pakistan has constitutionally committed to provide all basic rights to its people.
SDGs are basically the repackaging of the rights of citizens of Pakistan and therefore, the
international community must support and oversee the implementation of this agenda. He discussed
the five Ps: People, Prosperity, Planet, Peace, and Partnerships which are our priority since these
all are national goals since 2015. The SDGs cannot be viewed separately from the broader economic
political landscape of the country. He explained all Ps individually. He commented that
partnerships have suffered because of the hostile environment that civil society organizations are
working in the country.

Ali Kemal appreciated all the panelists’ comments and committed that the Federal SDGs Support Unit will
develop the Voluntary National Review – VNR, for which there will be multi stakeholders’ consultations.
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How do we address coordination challenges?
1. Dr. Asad Zaman believed that the answer lies in providing equal education to all children of
Pakistan and through that, we can solve many problems. He explained that as our education system
is colonial, children from different socio-economic classes get a different level and quality of
education.
2. Ms. Samita Khawar was more optimistic when she said that all initiatives come with their
challenges which should be taken as opportunities and acknowledged accordingly. Commitment
from all levels is the key behind any intervention’s success. The second challenge is funding and to
address this, investment is important. That is why we should take donors and funding agencies on
board which can play a substantial role. The third opportunity is better planning at the top to lower
level. She shared that UN office of Project Services (UNOPS), being an implementing agency,
helps organizations and the public sector to develop sustainable goals and implement them. She
expressed her agency’s openness to providing technical assistance to implement the SDGs.
3. Dr. Stefanie Burri agreed that strong institutions, accountability, transparency, enhanced capacity,
sufficient funds, engagement and effectiveness are all needed. She mentioned the National Human
Development Report (NHDR) which stresses the importance of education for both girls and boys.
She further expressed that if Pakistan does not include women who are 50% of its total population
and does not take serious steps for girls’ education, it will be very difficult for them to achieve its
SDGs.
4. Mr. Salman Malik believed the roles and ownership of the 2030 Agenda should be very clear to
everyone, i.e., who is leading on which Goal since they are overlapping. First ownership can be
created through periodic meetings to discuss the SDGs. Second governance systems and linkages
are very important as it involves many stakeholders. Third is sustainability, as many projects don’t
proceed beyond pilot stage. He further added that in addition to resources, their adequate utilization
and accountability are also extremely important.
5. Mr. Harris Khalique suggested that for SDGs, there must be a joint platform for the civil society to
raise their voice. He added that organizations like SDPI and LEAD can host and convene a platform
for experts to create evidence and use that for advocacy – an evidence based sustained advocacy
initiative. Second, there should be awareness about SDGs and the international commitments to
the public Pakistan. For this, civil society organizations can create awareness on SDGs importance.
In his view, financial partnerships need to be strengthened with organizations like rural support
programs and those with massive outreach to utilize extensive outreach to invert the entire
paradigm, making it bottom to top.
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How do we bring everyone on the same platform?
1. Dr. Asad Zaman believed that the idea of one platform is not possible because people should have
the liberty to work independently. The next task is to pick up the best and replicate it, which is not
achievable nor desirable in one platform model. People should make their own choices and identify
successful solutions. He gave the example of Indus Hospital and excellent local education models
which can be replicated.
2. Ms. Samita Khawar spoke of communication being the key within any sector, with respect of
SDGs. She thought the major part a unit can play for implementation includes academia,
government and industry which are the three pillars of any economy, and so we cannot neglect one
and work with the other two. There should be a platform where education, industry and government
can sit together and make an action plan agreed by all and then move to implement them. This
model has been successful in many other countries in the world.
3. Dr. Stefanie Burri informed the audience that Switzerland is also in the process of SDGs
implementation, in which the Swiss government plays a vital role. One body must collect all the
data and information, and the Swiss government is doing that even though it is criticized by the
civil society but it’s important that the dialogue is open and continues.
4. Mr. Salman Malik firmly believed that we need to understand the terms well, e.g. we should be
clear what is meant by quality in education, and who will implement it. He cited the example of the
Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform as the central body and similar such central points
can be formed. Secondly, education is not only the responsibility of Ministry of Education as
Ministry of IT and MoPDR can facilitate the former in achieving its goals. He added that a lot of
good planning is needed with effective controls and accountability.
5. Mr. Harris Khalique shared that the Government itself is the biggest platform. However, the civil
society can make a platform where they can sit and discuss issues and can prioritize their work
areas rather that tackling all 17 Goals. But this is complex, and so he encouraged the representatives
of the civil society to take the initiative for this.
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Session IV: National SDGs Framework
Mr. Nadeem Ahmed, Social Policy Advisor, Federal SDGs Unit presented the National SDGs Framework.
On 7th March 2018, Pakistan’s National Economic Council (NEC) approved the National SDGs
Framework. The presentation included:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Methodology used to develop framework
Definition of the critical pathways
Criteria used to prioritize targets
Definition of weighting matrix
Weights comparative criteria and
Prioritization of targets

The presentation was followed by Q&A and group work session.

Group Work Session on Practical understanding of the
Prioritization Tool
Later to the presentation on National SDGs Framework, participants were asked to join any one of five
groups, of their interest:
1.
Governance
2.
Social
3.
Economic
4.
Environment and
5.
Social Cohesion
21

One member from the Federal SDGs Support Unit and one member from the SDGs Section facilitated each
of cited groups. Each member was provided with the template with the targets covered within that group
and with the scoring criteria against each target. The facilitators briefed the groups about the philosophy of
the National SDGs Framework, the concept of the prioritization tool and the methodology applied for
scoring each target. They were also provided with the definitions used. After that, they were asked to
discuss their perception of each target amongst each other and score each target on each criterion from
0 - 10. The groups were encouraged to generate discussion before scoring. Overall, the group exercises
went very well, participants discussed the tool, scored the targets and shared their concerns with the
moderators.
(Groupwork Exercise Templates – Annexure - 3)
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Concluding Remarks by Deputy Country Director, UNDP
•

Ms. Naoko Takasu, Deputy Country
Director, UNDP thanked everyone for
participating in the first National SDGs
Conference – organized to share progress
update and generate dialogue for future
planning. She said that the intention of the
Conference was to be a space to exchange
ideas and feedback and to identify gaps

•

She commended the presentation of the
National SDGs Framework and discussed
the planning and interventions required to
achieve its prioritized targets. Since it has
been approved, the need is to move
towards its implementation to ensure the targets are achieved by 2030

•

She noted that the devolved governance structure requires provinces to take up new partnerships and
engage with diverse stakeholders to accelerate progress, address bottlenecks and develop new solutions

•

Ms. Takasu took note of the encouraging progress of provinces and the enthusiasm of partners on the
SDGs initiative. Recently, diverse stakeholders have started actively engaging offering various new
initiatives that are an opportunity to develop knowledge and share experiences

•

She spoke of the partnership UNDP has with Information Technology University in Punjab which aims
to explore the nexus between Technology and SDGs – a potentially important area to study. Similarly,
UNDP is also engaging with Pakistan Centre for Philanthropy – PCP to assess contribution of
philanthropy towards SDGs, and how it can be supported through engagement with the private sector
and civil society. Philanthropic giving as an alternative source of financing needs to be studied in
sufficient detail to provide important insights on how it can be leveraged for the SDGs.

•

She added that while the MAPS for SDGs initiative aims to explore and strengthen cross-cutting areas,
the progress on SDGs also relies extensively on Goal or sectoral level interventions that needs to be
undertaken at a micro level. A lot has been accomplished over the last few years, but there is still a long
way to go if Pakistan is to achieve SDGs by 2030.

•

Ms. Takasu concluded her speech by thanking the Ministry of Planning, Development & Reform for
guiding and leading this initiative and the Federal SDGs Unit for taking lead on organizing the first
National Conference on Sustainable Development Goals.
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Way Forward
Due to limited financial, human, and natural resources we need to optimize it to have better outcomes
Building partnerships is vital that creates ability to bring together diverse resources in ways that can together
achieve more: more impact, greater sustainability, increased value to all. Following are the few points which
needs to be followed for further accelerated implementation of SDGs in Pakistan.
1. Strong institutions, accountability, transparency, enhanced capacity, sufficient funds, engagement
and effectiveness are all needed to achieve SDGs.
2. Ownership needs to be created. through periodic meetings. Governance systems and linkages needs
to be addressed vigorously.
3. Sustainability of the projects are extremely important because numerous projects shut down after
piloting stage.
4. Pakistan cannot achieve SDGs by neglecting 50 percent of the population which are comprised of
females. It is essential to take concrete steps for girl’s education and involve them in every activity.
5. Think tanks and academia must adopt multidimensional approach to solve the problems – Business
as usual models won’t work.
6. Equal and quality education to all children of Pakistan in inevitable to solve the problems by
mitigating the socio-economic classes in the society.
7. There should be a platform where education, industry and government can sit together and make
an action plan agreed by all and then move to implement them.
8. Multi-level efforts are required to achieve SDGs, including national, provincial, divisional, and
district level down to actual recipients. Effectiveness of UN’s efforts depends on the involvement
by local people in the overall development process. Thus, profound understanding of the needs of
local recipients is very important.
9. Investment in SDGs is the key. Commitment from all levels is the key behind any intervention’s
success. Donors and funding agencies’ role is important in terms of financing. Nonetheless, we
should now move beyond the paperwork to actual implementation.
10. Private sector, especially where technology is inevitable can play important role in financial
inclusion, registration, documentation, effective governance etc. If the government provides the
direction with multi-lateral agencies as facilitators and enablers, the private sector can be a effective
implementing partner.
11. There must be a joint platform for the civil society to raise their voice. Progressive Organizations
can host and convene a platform for experts to create evidence and use that for advocacy – an
evidence based sustained advocacy initiative.
12. The platform can be used to discuss issues and can prioritize their work areas rather that tackling
all 17 Goals.
13. Financial partnerships need to be strengthened with organizations like rural support programs and
those with massive outreach to utilize extensive outreach to invert the entire paradigm, making it
bottom to top.
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Brief Profile of Panelists – Annexure - 2
Dr. Stefanie Burri:
Head of Cooperation, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC)
Dr. Burri brings a rich experience in diversity and culture change management and
distance management in coaching, supervision and training to tackle diversity issues
in new contexts and challenges. Her career is marked by successful leadership, change
process management, strategy development, distance management, corporate social
responsibility – all within the ambit of social and ecological sustainability in
intercultural contexts.
Ms. Samita Khawar
Country Manager, United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS)
Ms. Khawar has close to 30 years of experience focusing on developing and delivering
strategy-based solutions particularly in infrastructure planning and development areas,
acquiring business knowledge and skills in leadership, strategic planning, client
management, and business development. She has diverse experience working with
private sector, governmental organizations, and international organizations.
Dr. Asad Zaman
Vice Chancellor, Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE)
Dr. Zaman was previously the Director General of International Islamic University,
Islamabad and has taught Economics at Lahore University of Management Sciences,
Columbia University, University of Pennsylvania, and John Hopkins University. He
has over eighty publications, has authored two books, and holds research interests in a
wide variety of topics including Islamic economics, econometrics, and flawed
foundations of contemporary social sciences.

Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics

Mr. Salman Malik
Vice President of Public Policy & Regulatory Affairs, JAZZ (previously known as
Mobilink)
Mr. Malik comes with tremendous experience in the telecom industry with various
operators and telecom regulators. He worked with Telenor Pakistan for eight years in
multiple capacities. He has extensive knowledge of the regulatory forces shaping
telecom industry’s environment and has managed the commercial sides of business as
well.
Mr. Harris Khalique
Poet, Columnist & Civil Society Representative
Harris Khalique, is a critically acclaimed and internationally recognized poet in Urdu
and English. His interests straddle South Asian history and culture, politics, human rights
and international development. He has published papers and spoken at conferences and
university audiences and has contributed to newspapers and magazines in Pakistan and
abroad for more than 25 years. He has actively participated in social, labour, women and
minority rights movements and community development in voluntary and professional capacities.

Groupwork Exercise Templates – Annexure - 3
Pakistan National SDGs Framework
Prioritization of Targets/Necessary Conditions
Criteria Score
Targets

T16.1: Significantly reduce all forms of
violence and related death rates
everywhere
T16.2: End abuse, exploitations,
trafficking and all forms of violence
against and torture of children
T16.3, 16.4: Promote the rule of law and
ensure equal access to justice for all
T16.5: Substantially reduce corruption and
bribery in all its forms
T16.6, 16.a: Develop effective,
accountable and transparent institutions at
all levels, and build institutional capacity
T16.7: Ensure responsive, inclusive,
participatory and representative decision
making at all levels
T16.10, 9.c: Ensure public access to
information, and communication
technology and protect fundamental
freedoms
T17.1, 1.a: Strengthen domestic resource
mobilization for inclusive and sustainable
development
T11.3, 11.a, 11.b: Enhance inclusive and
sustainable urbanization and capacity for
participatory, integrated and sustainable
human settlement planning

Width
(How
many
people are
affected)

Depth
(How badly
they are
affected)

Multiplier
(How many
other targets
it contributes
to)

Level of
Urgency

Low Resource
Requirement/Value
for Money

Low Structural/
Institutional
Change
Required

Relevance for all
provinces/regions

TOTAL
WEIGHTED
SCORE

PRIORITY
LEVEL

T12.6, 12.7, 17.17: Encourage public and
private organizations to adopt sustainable
practices, and promote effective publicprivate and civil society partnerships
T2.b, 2.c, 12.c, 14.6: Correct and prevent
trade restrictions and price and market
distortions, including in food commodity
and fossil-fuel markets
T17.14: Enhance policy coherence for
sustainable development
T1.3: Implement social protection systems
and measures for all, and achieve
substantial coverage of the poor and the
vulnerable
T3.1 & 3.2: Improve maternal and child
health, and reduce mortality
T3.3 & 3.4: Reduce prevalence of
communicable and non-communicable
diseases
T3.7, 3.8 & 5.6: Achieve universal health
coverage and access to quality health-care
services, including sexual and
reproductive healthcare
T3.a-3.d : Improve the national health
policy framework, including policies
related to research, financing, health risk
management, and training and retention of
health workers
T4.1, 4.5, 4.6, 4.a, 4.c: Ensure access for
all to free, equitable, and quality primary
and secondary education, leading to
effective learning outcomes
T4.2, T4.3 & T4.4: Provide affordable and
quality technical, vocational and tertiary
education
T6.1: Achieve universal and equitable
access to safe and affordable drinking
water
T6.2: Achieve access to adequate and
equitable sanitation and hygiene for all

xxviii

T7.1, 7.b: Ensure universal access to
affordable, reliable and modern energy
services
T11.1 & 11.7: Ensure access for all to
adequate, safe and affordable housing and
basic municipal services, including green
public spaces
T11.2, 3.6: Provide access to safe,
affordable and efficient transport systems,
including public transport, and reduce the
number of deaths and injuries from traffic
accidents
T16.9: Provide legal identity for all,
including birth registration
T2.3: Increase agricultural productivity
and incomes of small-scale food producers
T2.a: Increase investment in rural
infrastructure, agricultural research,
agricultural extension services and
technology development
T2.4, 2.5: Ensure sustainable food
production systems and implement
resilient agricultural practices, including
ensuring genetic diversity of seeds, plants,
and farmed and domestic animals, that
increase productivity and production
T7.2: Increase energy production and the
share of renewable energy in the energy
mix
T8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.6: Sustain per capita
economic growth, and achieve higher
levels of economic productivity through
diversification, technological upgradation
and innovation, including through a focus
on high-value-added and labor-intensive
sectors
T8.5, 8.6, 8.b: Achieve full and productive
employment and decent work for all
women and men, including for young
people and persons with disabilities

xxix

T8.10, 9.3, 10.5: Expand access to
banking, insurance and financial services
for all, including small-scale enterprises
T9.1, 9.a: Develop quality, reliable,
sustainable and resilient infrastructure to
support economic development and human
well-being with equitable and affordable
access for all
T9.2, 9.4, 9.b: Promote inclusive and
sustainable industrialization, including
greater adoption of clean technologies and
processes, and raise industry's share of
employment and GDP
T9.5: Enhance scientific research and
upgrade technological capabilities of
industrial sectors
T10.7, 10.c: Facilitate safe, orderly and
responsible migration and mobility of
people, and reduce transaction costs of
remittances
T8.9, 12.b: Devise and implement policies
to promote sustainable tourism that creates
jobs and promotes local culture and
products
T12.2, 6.6: Achieve the sustainable
management and efficient use of natural
resources
T13.2, 13.3: Integrate climate change
measures into national policies, strategies
and planning, including through improved
education and strengthened institutional
capacity
T1.5, 11.5, 13.1: Build the resilience of all,
including the poor and those in vulnerable
situations, and reduce their exposure and
vulnerability to climate-related extreme
events and other economic, social and
environmental shocks and disasters
T6.4 & 6.5: Increase water use efficiency
in all sectors and implement integrated
water resources management at all levels

xxx

T6.3, 3.9, 12.4, 14.1, 14.3: Improve water,
soil and air quality by reducing pollution,
eliminating dumping and minimizing
release of harmful chemicals and
materials, and sound management of waste
throughout its life-cycle
T6.b: Support and strengthen the
participation of local communities in
protecting natural resources, including
through improved water and sanitation
management
T7.3: Increase the rate of improvement in
energy efficiency
T15.2, 15.3, 15.5, 15.b: Combat
deforestation, desertification, restore
degraded land and soil, including land
affected by desertification, drought and
floods, and strive to achieve a landdegradation-neutral world
T15.9, 14.5, 15.1, 15.4, 15.a: Integrate
ecosystem and biodiversity values into
national and local planning, development
processes, poverty reduction strategies and
accounts, and increase resource
mobilization
T14.2, 14.4, 14.a, 14.c: Sustainably
manage and protect water ecosystems to
avoid significant adverse impacts,
including by strengthening their resilience,
and take action for their restoration in
order to achieve healthy and productive
oceans and water bodies
T12.5, 11.6: Substantially reduce waste
generation through prevention, reduction,
recycling and reuse, and reducing the per
capita environmental impact of cities
T12.1, 8.4, 12.3: Improve resource
efficiency in consumption and production,
and reduce food waste and losses
T11.4: Strengthen efforts to protect and
safeguard cultural and natural heritage

xxxi

T15.7, 15.8: Take urgent action to end
poaching and illegal trafficking of
protected species of flora and fauna, and
reduce the impact of invasive alien species
T1.1 & 1.2: Eradicate extreme poverty in
all its dimensions, for all people
everywhere
T2.1 & 2.2: End all forms of hunger and
malnutrition
T10.1: Achieve and sustain income growth
of the bottom 40% of the population at a
higher rate than the national average
T8.7 & 8.8: Eradicate forced labor, child
labor and human trafficking, and promote
labor rights and safe and secure working
environments
T10.2: Empower and promote the social,
economic, and political inclusion of all,
irrespective of age, sex, disability, race,
ethnicity, origin or religion
T10.3, 10.4, 16.b: Ensure equal
opportunity and reduce inequalities of
outcome through eliminating
discriminatory laws and practices, and
adopting policies to progressively achieve
greater equality
T1.4, 1.b, 5.a, 5.b, 14.b, 15.6: Ensure that
all men, women, in particular the poor and
vulnerable, have equal rights to economic
resources, as well as access to basic
services, ownership and control over land
and other property, inheritance, natural
resources, new technology and financial
services
T5.1-5.3 & 5.c: End all forms of
discrimination and violence against
women and girls, and eliminate harmful
practices such as child, early and forced
marriage, and adopt policies and
enforceable legislation to promote gender
equality and empower women

xxxii

T5.4: Recognize and value unpaid care
and domestic work through the provision
of public services, infrastructure and social
protection policies, and the promotion of
shared responsibility within the household
and family
T5.5: Ensure women's full and effective
participation and equal opportunities for
leadership at all levels of decision-making
in political, economic and public life
T4.7, 12.8: Ensure that all learners acquire
the knowledge and skills needed to
promote sustainable development,
including human rights, gender equality,
promotion of a culture of peace and nonviolence, global citizenship and
appreciation of cultural diversity
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