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Pref ace

Thefirst National Conference onuStainableDevelopmeniGoals (SDGs)was akey event organized by

the SDGs section anBederalSDGsSupportUnit, Ministry of Planning, Development and Reforamd
UNDP. All major stakeholderimcludingrelevant ministries, line departments, international and local civil
society, corporate sector, media, UN agencies, iniermma development partners, think tanks and
academigarticipatedfor broader knowledge sharing and consultation on the National SDGs Framework
prioritization tool

The main aim of th&€onference was tdisseminate thelan, progress anstrategief government on
SDGsandpresenthe National SDG Framework for prioritizinige Goals tosensitizehe greater audience.
A focus of thisconferencavason partnerships with multiple stakeholders.

Rich and fruitful discussion byanellistsrepresanting various facets of societyas highlight of the
conference. They spoken implementing the SDGs in their professional networks and promoting
partnerships with the Government of Pakistard other stakeholderdhe discussion was very well
receivedby the audience with several questions posed by a diverse sample of the audience to the members
of the panel.

Key points infer from the conference amMinistry of Planning, Development and Reform is-adively

working on mainstreaming and implementing the SDGs, with support from UNDP which is the
implementing partner; (i) A major milestone was the formal approval of the National SDGs Framework

by theNational Economic Council, after which the provinces are working towards their Provincial SDGs
Framework; (iii) Partnerships catalyze the implementation of the SDGs and at the local government level,
they should encourage startups, and leveraging micandan Partnerships with corporate sector is vital

for effective implementation; (iv) devolved governance structure requires provinces to take up new
partnerships and engage with diverse stakeholders to accelerate progress, address bottlenecks and develop
new solutions; (v)Strong institutions, accountability, transparency, enhanced capacity, sufficient funds,
engagement and effectiveness are all needed to achieve SDGs; (vi) Think tanks and academia must adopt
multidimensional approach to solve tpeoblems; (vii) There should be a platform where education,
industry and government can sit together and make an action plan agreed by all and then move to implement
them; (viii) There must be a joint platform for the civil society to raise their voigg; Hinancial
partnerships need to be strengthened with organizations like rural support programs and those with massive
outreach to utilize extensive outreach to invert the entire paradigm, making it bottom to top.
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The Government of Pakistan has successfatlgped theSustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as

national developmertgendd hr ough par | i ame ornaddhas takea muitipledanitiatives e s ol u -
to mainstreanit. One of the first stepwas the formation of SD&Support Units at the federal and
provincial levels to streamline the process of localizatwe.x t , t he Goal s had to be

local cortext for which priority Goals were identified based on multiple critdiieese included scopes of
problem its severity, urgency, externality effect, effectiveness across entire country, low structural change
required and lower dependence on higher resoufbesproactive approach has besnbraced within the
country and globally

Ministry of Planning, Deglopment and Reform (MoPDR) iesponsible for rolling out the localization
across the country. A key evemtganizedby the Ministry, with support from UNDP, was tiNational
Conference on SDG#irst of its kind in the countryThe Conference includedpresentatives of athajor
stakeholdersuch as&levant ministries, line departmeniisternational and localivil society, corporate
sector,medig UN agencies, intaeational development partners, thirdnhksand academidor broader
knowledge sharingrad consultatioron the National SDGs Frameworiioritization tool

Objectives

The objective of the conference is to share progress on SDGexplude the possibilities of
partnershipgor SDGs.Another objective was to introduce tNational SDGs Framework prioritization
tool to all stakeholders present dmaild their understanding on its methodology.

Proceedings

Theme of the conference was ABui |l di negentgdatheir ner s hi
partnerships initiatives to achieve SDGs. Importance of partnerships was emphasised by inviting persons
from civil society, private sector, international development partners, UN agencies and Academia.

Dr. Shamshad AkhterMinister of Flnance and Planning, Development and Reforifr,. Shoalb A
Siddiqui, Secretaryof Ministry of ﬁ"

Planning  Development and
Reform and Mr Neil Buhne,
Resident Coordinatpr United ‘=.
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Nations attendeo_l the (?onferenc': . gaggg%ﬁ%{?mm
and shared theienthusiasmand - DEVELOPMENT GOALS

valuable insightson the SDGs f‘ ' B " Wednesdoy 11y 2018

Crystal Ballroom,
Menioll Hotel, fslsrabad

of collaboration for achieving the
Goals 3

Represerdtive ofdifferentsectos,
civil society, academia, think}
tanks, media, internationa.
development partners and Ul :
agencieparticipated in the conferendeich and fruitful discussion by a setdinellistson |mplement|ng
the SDGs in theiprofessional networks and promotipgrtneshipswith the Government of Pakistavas
highlight of the evenfThe discussion waalmirablyreceived by thaudiencevith several questions posed
by a diverse audience to tpanellists They also sharetheir inputs orthe National SDGs Framework
prioritization tool.



TheConference was a full day evesith five main sessions:
1. Inaugural Session
2. Pak i grograssios SDGad federal &rovincial SDGsSupportUnits progress in partnerships
3. Paneldiscussoni SDGs and PartnershipsHow to Coordinate?
4. Presentation on National SDGsarneworkprioritization tool
5. Groupwork sessioron practical understaiiwg of the prioritization tool

Sesslilomaugur al Session

Welcome Address by the SecretaryMinistry of Planning, Development and
Reform

Mr. Shoaib Ahmed Siddui, the SecretaryMinistry of Planning, Development and Refomitiated the
Conference withhis welcomeaddress — == @n \&
He acknowledged that ti2030 Agenda ﬂ@-
is an ambitious development agend& )
which has the potential to substantiall #
improve the soci@conomic situéon in .
Pakistan. He informed the audience th
Ministry of Planning, Development an¢®
Reform is preactively working on
mainstreaming and implementing th#
SDGs with support fromUNDP which
is the implementing partner. The
National SDGs Conference will be
helpful to disseminate the progress O
SDGs to all the stakeholderaho can i
learn from and incorporate these learsing their efforts. He explalned thabardinathg with all
stakeholdes is the key to success towards the 2030 Ageltla Siddiqui concluded by detailing the
importance of every sector for tB®Gs andoordinating efforts for effective results.

Remarks by Neil Buhne, UN Residen& Humanitarian Coordinator

Mr. Neil Buhne UN ResidentCoordinatorwelcomedthe audienceby prasing the Ministry of Planning,
DevelopmenandReformon conductingthe P a k i dirst dNatidnal SDGs Conference a platformto bring
togethell partnersengagedh implementingSDGs He proclaimedheprogreshiasbeermadesincetheGoals
wereformally adoptedn 2016. He alsoexpresseg@leasurghatthefederal provincialandregionalgovernments
arefully onboardandcommittedto working with the UN systenmto achieveSDGsin Pakistan.

The 6 Ma i amsng), Aceelerationand Policy Supportfor S D G réjectaimsto suppat governmentsn
developingthe enablingenvironmenineededo achieveprogresson all 17 Goals.It wasinstitutionalizedand
integratedn federaland provincial governmentshroughCountry SupportPlatformsthat existin the form of
SDG SupportUnits. All Units areworking hardon areasof policy mainstreamingndalignment,monitoring
andreporting,andmobilizing financialresources



A major milestone was the formal

| of the National SDGs = | « B S
Iifgrrr(\)gv?/oﬂ?by thee Nat%rlgr?zconomic W | S— ¥ & gﬁgﬂg#\'lﬁg’éﬁkmu
Council, after which the provinces are ‘ 7 @ DEVELOPMENT GOALS

working towardstheir Provincial SDGs ~ _ V, . Q@
Franework. These Frameworksact as 5% " 5 - !22?;5;’;‘.?;:;3,“" 2018
guiding document by providing locally '?”4 Merriott Hot, lslamabad

prioritizing the areasrequiring urgent #f*
action.

Mr. Buhnewashappythatbroaderpolicy
level efforts have included data,
localization of SDG Frameworks,
budgets or annual developmentplans.
Nonethelesdieemphasizedn exploring ~
differentavenueghat simultaneouslynitiate on-groundimplementatiorto bring laggingdistrictsat par Wlth
others Forthis, he stressedhe engagerantof local governmentin the process

Mr. Buhneappreciatedhe efforts of the Sindh SDGs SupportUnit, which, with the supportof Planning&
DevelopmenDepartmentSindhis collaboratingwith Thar FoundationThis is an exampleof private sector
partnershipss Thar Foundatioris a CSR componenbf Engro CorporationPakistanto eliminatepovertyin
Islamkoti atehsilin Tharparkara severelypovertystrickendistrict of PakistanHe encouragedevelopment
partnergo engagevith the GovernmergandUN agencieso deliverprogres®nvariousfronts. He alsoinvited
universities and academido createstimulatingenvironmentgor studentso explore,researchand develop
advancedtechnolgical solutionsin all fields. Finally, he stressecdthat the private sector must support
developmenefforts towardseconomicgrowth sustainability,and responible productionthroughits value
chains Similarly, thecivil societyrole canwork atthegrassrootgevelswith districts,tehsilsandcommunities.

Mr. Buhne concludedthat the National SDGs Conferenceencourageslialogueto address bottlenecksand
proposesolutions He expressedommitmento holdsimilarconferencei thefutureto harnessesourcesshare
bestpracticesandidentify waysto moveforward with the SDGsimplementation.

Dr. Shamshad Akhtar thanked all participantdudinginternatiacnal development partners sucH H$DP,
andWorld Bank andCivil Societyand acknowledged their importance in implementation of SDGs.

While addrasing the @nference, Dr. Shamshad Akhtar stated tihetfederal and provincial governments
have accomplished advocacy and localizatlmut, the SDGs must be advoeat atbroader levelsShe
expressed the need &mlopt a streamlined strategy and edfective approach tamplementthe SDGs
agendaShestressed that partnershiwigh development entitieimcluding academia are important for the
2030 AgendaPartnershipgatalyzethe implenentation of the SDGs ardat the local government level
they shald encourage startupandleveragingmicro finance. Partnerships with corporate seigtavital
for effectiveimplementation.
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She said thaPakistan is going througioughmacroeconomic challengesving to the twin deficit crises
limiting available resources for developmemdr. Akhtar stressed thatll stakeholders including
development partners, private se@ntities and civil society organization shoysdol resources to achieve
theprioritized SDGs targetsier advice tahe Ministry was to identify prioritsDGs andarrange for their
financing requirementsn addition, an assessmenthigh priority SDGs and required finandesmportant
to chalk out aocadmagfor the future

She appreciated, Federal SDGs Support &fttts of data mapingexercisehat has beeacompletel and
reiterated theeed to develop an analytical road map with targeted approach to implemeBiatiadyvised
the Ministry to focus ondevelopng partnership strategies for implementation and ifierplicy
impedimentdor effective lubrication othe implementation of the SDGs.

10



Finally, Dr. Akhtar requested donors to explore diverse funding sources incfualimthe corporate sector
and international development partners aatlto depend entirely adhe government funddlowever, se
stressed that a roadmap should be developed first and there should be a national strategy \hide
all international donors.
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Sessi2®Pmki sRramgpeser s SDGs

National Progress

Mr. Zafarul-Hassan, Chief SDGMinistry of Planning, Development and RefopresentedPakista® s
nationalprogress orsDGsafter thelaunch ofthe dNational Initiative onSustainable Development Goals
He covered théollowing stepstaken so far:

1.

© N

10.

Institutionalization of théNational Initiative on SDGsunder whichonefederal, four provincial
and two regionaBDGs Support bitsand a SDG#®arliamentary ﬁskforcehave been formenh
the National Assemblyof :
Pakistan

Identification of availeble
data, gaps in reporting an
design of a framework to
address them through
institutional coordination
Identification oftarget level
prioritization for Pakistan
following a multiple criteria |
method
Approval of the National |
SDGs  Framework by i
National Economng Council (NEC)

Advocacyfor the SDG4do raise awarenest districts levend capacity building events at federal
and provincial level,

Coordination & collaboration with local government representatives for localizatiBBGs n
the Local Government $umit

Mapping ofthefederal budgetvith SDGsandPSDP analysis

Close coordination betweereéferal SDGSupportUnit with provincial SDGs Support bits to
set baseline ant@drgets for each SDG indicators

Coordinationby FederalSDGs Support Unitwith UNESCAP for integration, leveragesnd
interlinkagedo plan implementation

Extensive engagement afnits with private sector, international development partnenl
scciety, academia, local partnet8ink tanksand media

12



Balochistan

Mr. Zulifgar Durrani,representativef Balochistan
SDGs Support  Unit presented  thefollowing ..
milestones ofhe progress ¢ &

f Administrative  outlook and partnershi
challenges in Balohistan
9 Partnerships options including with private
sector, ciyl society, media, and academia
9 SDGs coordinton mechanism
® In 2016, wientationon SDGs in all
divisions of Balochistan province
(i) Collaboratiornwith FAO to prioritize relevant Goals and set targets fiaulture
(iii) Support taP&DD, Balochistarand UNICEF for ToTfor MICS, WASH Sector plargnd
monitoring framework
1 Partnerships ankky achievements

0] Relationshipbuilding with staleholders includind?IPS, Acadena and Government of
Balochistan

(i) Coordinaion with Finance Department and PFM Projéatinclude SDGs in Budget
Strategy paper 20131

(iii) Support taProvincial Coalition for SDG16 (Consortium of SEHER, YOUTH CPD, AID
Balochistan)
(iv) Support tdJN Womenfor re-alignment of Balochistan Gender Equality Policy and Action
plan
(V) Coordination with Radio PakistanFirst Radio show aired on #@éay 2018 regarding
MAPS for SDGs Project
1 Challenges
0] Security constraints
(ii) Capacity limitationsat provincial and district level
(iii) Political instability andastturnoverof government officers
(iv) Hesitarty toshare information
(V) Limited availabilityof concerned staff
1 Lessons learnt:
® SDGsi a new concefit requires strong and persistent advocacy
(i) Strong ownership by P&DDrucial for coordination wittkey stakeholders
(iii) Engagement important with academia, youth, cimilisty, parliamentarians andedia
(iv) Effective andregularcoordination amongst SD@&upport Wits
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Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Mr. Syed Sabir dssain Shah, Project Manager, KP SDGs Support Unit presented the partnership strategy
includingfollowings:

T

T

Punjab

Partnerships:

Challenges

Developmenpartners, civil
society, academia

Capacity issues in the public
sector (human resources and
technical), inclding of
provincialBureau of Statistics
Private sector including
implementing modalities

A Consensus building
Academia

A Course designing.

A Level of acceptance amongst students

A Expertise

Mr. ShoaibSyed ProjectManager, Punjab SD&Support Unitpresented the foIIowing progress

{ Synergies & Partnerships il ’

T

(i)

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

Institutional structurefor
engaging and partnering with all
stakeholders

Partnership with academia and
research institutions to support
SDGs in Punjab

Collaboration with UN familyand o f
international developmepiartners P
Engagement with private sector II- ﬂ
including dialogueon SDGs for =
advocacy and alignment of business practices with 2@#hda

Academic Institutions

(i)

(ii)
(iif)
(iv)
v)
(vi)

Consultations,eminars andvorkshops on SDGs

Support tgpublic sector on action rearch to accomplish 2030 Agenda

Platform toshareinternationaknowledge and research on SDGs

Opportunities and avenues for internship and voluntegrammes

Inclusion of topics/themes turriculum for knowledge and understanding on SDGs
Publishing researdin university purnals

9 Challenges and Lessons Learnt

- Lack of clarity on SDGdmplementation methodology
- Local Governmers: critical yet weak link
- Capacity deficitsHumanResourcesfinancial, technical, expectations vs. realities
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Sindh
Mr. A.D. SajnaniProjectCoordinator, Sindi8DGsSupport Wit shared salient features of their partnership
strategy whichincluded:

1 A multi-stakeholder partnershipapproach to
achieve SDGsincluding with g@vernment,
private sector, civil society, media, academia,
politicians, youth anthe public
1 Challenges
- Sensitization of new memberstbe
provincial assembly of Sindh
- Bureaucraticdadershipghatfocuss
on cepartmentaihitiatives only, lack
of capacity and awareness of tier 2 and tier 3 offjcesource constraints
- Trust deficit in private ector including acess to public sector facilitieand lack of
synergies betweesfforts of public and private sector
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