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The National Initiative on the 2030 Agenda 
(“Mainstreaming, Accelerating and Policy Support for 
SDGs in Pakistan”) supports the Government of 
Pakistan at national and provincial level in localizing 
the Agenda and in creating an enabling environment 
for its implementation. Under the initiative, SDGs 
Support Units have been established to ensure early 
institutionalization of SDGs. The project has four 
interlinked, mutually reinforcing outputs: (1) plans, 
policies and resource allocation are aligned to 2030 
Agenda; (2) monitoring, reporting and evaluation 
capacities are strengthened; (3) �nancing �ows are 
increasingly aligned with the 2030 Agenda; and (4) 
innovative approaches to accelerate progress on 
prioritized SDGs. The project includes activities at 
federal, provincial and district level involving 
multiple stakeholders and facilitating vertical and 
horizontal policy coherence. The aim is to consider 
issue such policy coherence, integrated approaches 
to development and leaving no one behind and 
reaching the furthest behind �rst are much more part 
of the broader agenda. 

In February 2016, Pakistan became one of the 
countries that officially adopted Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) 2030 Agenda as National 
Development Goals after getting a unanimous 
approval from the National Assembly. Thus, the 
Government of Pakistan set a roadmap for the 
development of the country and initiated many 
interventions to achieve the SDGs Agenda including 
launch of the National Initiative on SDGs.

UNDP partnered with the Government of Pakistan 
and established SDGs Support Units at the National 
and Provincial levels under a National Initiative on 
SDGs. These Units based in the Federal and Provincial 
and Regional government planning departments, 
function as a government resource platform for all 
policy and technical support on SDGs. In addition to 
these �ve Units (one at the Federal level and four 
provincial Units), two resource persons are also 
engaged in Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Jammu & 
Kashmir. With the Government announcing the 
merger of Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) 
with the province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, two 
resource persons are also engaged for the FATA 
planning department to support in the transition 
while also ensuring the work on SDGs is not delayed. 

The SDG Support Units use the UN guidelines on 
'Mainstreaming, Acceleration and Policy Support for 
SDGs' to localize the ambitious and universal SDG 
framework in the context of Pakistan. They support 
the Ministry of Planning, Development & Reform and 
Provincial/Regional Planning & Development 
Departments in developing a coordinated and 
collaborative approach towards localizing and 
implementing the SDGs. The Units are fully 
capacitated with technical staff in the form of 
economic, social and environment policy analysts in 
addition to regular operational and project 
management staff. All these units are funded by the 
respective governments demonstrating the 
commitment at national and sub-national level 
towards SDGs. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF 2019
2018 was a successful year for the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with a 
focus on identifying development priorities, strengthening monitoring and reporting, and facilitating 
engagement of diverse stakeholders.

Stock taking of national policies and in-depth 
review of policies. Based on these review 

policy briefs were produced which is helpful in 
identi�cation of legislative gaps for �nalizing 
policy coherence brief with the parliamentary 

taskforce.

Another milestone achieved at Federal level 
was completion of four research studies on 

mainstreaming of SDGs in national policies and 
plans. These studies were related to CRVS, 

quality of education, cost of remittances and 
role of productive sector in socio economy of 

the selected region.

Pakistan's �rst VNR Report was prepared in 
consultation with provinces and relevant 

governments. The sub-national VNR reports 
were collated, analysed and incorporated in the 
National VNR Report that was presented in High 

Level Political Forum (HLPF) in July 2019.
Similarly, several meetings have conducted 

during 2019 on the classi�cation of SDGs 
targets and indicators and forming linkages to 
support mainstreaming and baseline exercise 
with relevant stakeholders. SDGs Dashboard 

Portal Application (beta version) was deployed 
and initial survey-based data received from 

provinces uploaded in the system for testing 
purpose during Feb-Jun 2019.

SDGs Support Unit (AJK Section) has 
established four thematic working groups for 

engagement on and implementation of SDGs in 
AJ&K. Support from Pakistan Bureau of Statistics 
(PBS) was very instrumental in achieving many 
important tasks related to data. For that matter, 
one IT related technical resource was provided 

to PBS from project funds.

UNDP facilitated the government in designing 
and leading SDG localization initiatives at the 

district level, leveraging public-private 
partnerships, and innovative approaches.
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The Units Have analysed the federal and 
provincial budgets 2019-20 and the Public-
Sector Development Programme (PSDP). 

The analysis included the current 
expenditure priorities of the government 

vis-à-vis the previous year and commented 
on the allocations towards development 

projects and their relevance to the Goals. 
The Units are cognizant of the importance 

of strengthening linkages between 
budgetary and planning frameworks to 

ensure effective mainstreaming of SDGs.
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FEDERAL SDGs SUPPORT UNIT
HIGHLIGHTS OF 2019
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l The sub-national VNR reports were collated, analysed and incorporated in the National VNR Report that 
was presented in High Level Political Forum (HLPF) in July 2019

l Completion of four research studies on mainstreaming of SDGs in national policies and plans.

l One of the major initiative of SDGs section at AJK in 2019 is Mapping of the Annual Development 
Programmes (ADP) with SDGs.

l SDGs Dashboard Portal Application (beta version) was deployed and initial survey-based data received 
from provinces uploaded in the system for testing purpose during Feb-Jun 2019

l SDG Steering Committee has been noti�ed to provide strategic guidance for localization and 
mainstreaming of SDGs in GB.

l SDG Unit is in process of formulating thematic groups (Economic, Social, Environmental and 
Governance) to have a team of experts which can provide technical input on how to develop strategies 
for SDG implementation in GB.

l The Units Have analyzed the federal and provincial budgets 2019-20 and the Public-Sector 
Development Programme (PSDP).

l Stock taking of national policies and in-depth review of policies. Based on these review policy briefs 
were produced which is helpful in identi�cation of legislative gaps for �nalizing policy coherence brief 
with the parliamentary taskforce.

l One member has been selected from each of the 10 districts in GB to have a voice from all the districts in 
the implementation of SDGs in GB

l SDGs Support Unit (AJK Section) has established four thematic working groups for engagement on 
and implementation of SDGs in AJ&K.

l Pakistan's �rst VNR Report was prepared in consultation with provinces and relevant governments.

l A parliamentary task force has been established comprised of 10 members

“Glimpse of various consultation and events at Federal SDGs Unit”
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l Federal SDGs Support Unit has drafted a strategy to tap the potential of private sector. Several 
consultations were held in this regard with representatives of Securities and Exchange Commission of 
Pakistan (SECP), Pakistan Centre for Philanthropy (PCP), Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation (PBC), and 
Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry FPCCI.

l Federal SDGs Support Unit facilitated in presenting the “Data Reporting Gaps” study �ndings in Quetta 
to the Planning and Development Department (P&DD), Government of Balochistan officials along with 
other stakeholders including related provincial organizations, Balochistan SDGs Support Unit, UN 
agencies, academia and research institutes

  c)  Measuring cost of remittances 

 b) Exploring Structural Bottleneck to Inculcate/Mainstream “Quality” in the Existing Public/Private 
Education System

l The Federal SDGs Support Unit, following the prioritization tool, developed a National SDGs 
Framework, which sets a direction for policy makers and development entities to follow. This 
Framework prioritizes the sectors that need immediate attention and have long-term impact on 
development outcomes. This is another major contribution of the Unit towards the implementation of 
the SDGs Agenda in Pakistan. The Framework was presented in the meeting of National Economic 
Council (NEC), on 7th March 2018

l In 2019, Federal SDGs Support Unit successfully completed four research studies through Individual 
Consultant modality of the UNDP. These studies are:

 a) Assessment of Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS practices, resources functioning in Federal 
Administrated Areas (ICT, GB & AJK))

l Awareness sessions on SDGs with government line departments, academia, civil society, NGOs and the 
private sector in AJ&K (pictures attached for reference). 

l Establishment and meeting of the AJ&K Legislative Assembly Parliamentary SDGs Taskforce 
(noti�cation and pictures attached). 

l Research studies on SDGs including policy briefs on Goals 5, 7-10 and research on unemployment in 
AJ&K including policy recommendations have also been undertaken (on P&DD website). 

l AJ&K developed its own VNR report as part of the broader process of National VNR development (on 
P&DD website). 

l GoAJ&K line departments have been supported by the AJ&K SDG Unit in policy making including the 
Social Welfare Department on formulation of Social Protection Policy 

AJ&K SDGs SUPPORT UNIT
HIGHLIGHTS OF 2019
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“Glimpse of AJ&K SDGs Support Unit meeting with the local government 
stakeholders”

“Project board Meeting Consultation 2019 with Units held at MoPD&SI”
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GILGIT BALTISTAN SDGs SUPPORT UNIT
HIGHLIGHTS OF 2019

Tracking resources allocations to SDG under new budget 2019-20 for Giglit-Baltistan:

Aligning public finance resources to SDGs:

l The SDG Support Unit, GB has mapped all development schemed included in ADP 2018-19. 
Likewise, SDG Unit has started mapping of new schemes under ADP 2019-20. 

l A policy brief on new development budget 2019-20 was developed and shared with P&DD officials 
with a purpose to orient them on goal wise allocations to SDGs and highlight low funded goals 
which need due consideration.

Review of reports to extract secondary data to establish baseline on SDGs:

l Review of National Nutrition Survey Report 2018: Extracted data on relevant SDG indicators 
(Nutrition, Water & Sanitation and Social Protection) for GB and national level �gures for 
comparison.

Data Gap Analysis for GB was prepared. The report identi�ed the data gaps and de�ne a baseline 
against SDG indicators for which data is currently available.

l The ADP 2019-20 of Gilgit-Baltistan was mapped with relevant SDGs to facilitate the line 
departments and other stakeholders in budgetary planning. Around 1859 schemes were coded with 
relevant SDGs. The SDG codes were included on the printed document of ADP 2019-20 for the �rst 
time to enable the policy makers to track the allocations, releases and expenditure on each SDG

l GB Economic Report was reviewed to extract data related to SDGs.

Establishing baseline and data reporting mechanisms

Data Gap Analysis on SDGs for GB

l PDHS report 2017-18 was reviewed to extract information on SDG Indicators. Updated SDG Baseline 
based on the review of PDHS 2017-18 report.

Establishing institutional and organizational mechanisms for SDGs integration

Establishment of SDG steering committee comprising of all heads of line departments, prominent civil 
society organizations, media and academia.

SDG Steering committee 

Focal persons on SDGs: 

Coordination and advocacy session with SDG Parliamentary Task Force, GB

Desk review of polices, programs, plans and ADPs for their effective alignment with SDGs

Localization of Agenda 2030

Focal persons for SDGs were -noti�ed from the line departments, NGOs and medial, academia 

 
l Pro-poor polices and program in GB

Coordination with Statistical Institutions and estimation of SDG indicators
 

l Key �nding report on NNS 2018 , GB

Detailed Orientation session were held with Line departments of Gilgit-Baltistan (all line departments. 
Mapping SDG �nancing was also shared with the department along with project gap analysis to inform 
departments on funding gaps and advised to realign their project scope to address the gaps on certain 
SDG targets.  Orientation sessions were attended focal persons from key NGOs, media and academia 
persons

Creating awareness and advocacy for SDGs 

l Coordinated with PBS to get access to PSLM and other data sets pertaining to GB. Acquired data on 
PSLM, HIES and LFS for the �rst time and eistimate for SDG indicators were prepared for  LFS 2013-
14 and 2016-17 which provided mush need information on labor and decent work related SDG 
indicators for the �rst time in GB

l Education sector review

l Comparative analysis of PDHS 2012-13 & 17-18
l Health program Review d

l Coordinated with GBCLS team to include a separate chapter on Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG) Indicators that can be estimated based on GBCLS data in the report. 
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PUNJAB SDGs SUPPORT UNIT
HIGHLIGHTS OF 2019
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l The Provincial SDGs Framework was approved by the SDGs Advisory Council on September 18th, 
2019, which is the highest forum in Punjab to approve SDGs Framework and to oversee 
implementation of SDGs in Punjab. The council is assisted by four clusters i.e., Social, Economic, 
Environment and Inclusivity and Governance and each cluster is headed by the eminent sectoral 
expert and technically facilitated by a well-known think-tank. As a result of these cluster meetings 
and the research work done by the technical partners, the Punjab SDGs Unit devised Provincial SDGs 
Framework, identifying medium-term, short-term and long-term SDGs priorities for Punjab.

l In order to ensure that, Annual Development Programme (ADP) is aligned with SDGs, Punjab SDGs 
Unit assisted Planning and Development Board in aligning the process of formulation of ADP in 
Punjab. Since the formulation of ADP in Punjab is automated, Punjab SDGs Unit in coordination with 
MIS Wing of P&D Board modi�ed Smart Monitoring of Development Projects (SMDP), an online 
portal for development planning and ensured that every single development scheme is linked with 
its respective SDGs, targets and indicators. This shall not only help in tracking investments across 
different SDGs but also guide provincial government in diverting investments for SDGs prioritized in 
the provincial SDGs framework.

l The Provincial SDGs Framework was one of the very important tasks which is meant to identify 
provincial SDGs priorities in the short-term, medium-term and long-term. The Punjab SDGs Support 
Unit has �nalized the SDGs Framework, which includes provincial SDGs priorities and determined 
baselines and 2030 targets for each SDGs indicator, applicable to the provincial context. The 
framework was presented before the SDGs Advisory Council, which is the highest forum at the 
provincial level to oversee SDGs implementation in Punjab. 

“A meeting of Punjab SDGs Advisory Council, held at the Planning and 
Development Board approving the Provincial SDGs Framework for Punjab 
2019”
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l Though the review of provincial data ecosystem was undertaken in 2018, where Punjab SDGs 
Support Unit worked in close collaboration with Provincial Bureau of Statistics and statistical cells in 
the line departments identi�ed data  gaps. Based on those data gaps identi�ed, Punjab SDGs 
Support Unit in collaboration with Punjab Bureau of Statistics ensured inclusion of 35 SDGs 
indicators in the latest Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS), which helped strengthening data 
availability at the provincial and district level. One the basis of �nding of the latest MICS, Punjab 
SDGs Unit revised provincial baselines/target matrix and updated the Provincial SDGs Framework. 

l In terms of raising awareness on SDGs and building partnerships, Punjab SDGs Unit remained 
actively involved in sensitizing different stakeholders and building partnerships with public sector 
organizations, academia, CSOs and private sector organizations. Punjab SDGs Support organized 
awareness sessions with parliamentarians, faculty members and students from different universities 
to raise awareness and build partnerships at different level. Some of the most recent sessions 
include sensitization of university graduates, faculty members of different universities in Lahore, 
such as Lahore College for Women University, Kinnaird College, University of Central Punjab etc and 
radio show on FM95 for mass awareness on SDGs.

l Punjab SDGs Unit also contributed to ADP guidelines 2020/21 in which a guiding template for all 
provincial departments have been introduced. The template guides provincial departments in 
aligning their development schemes with primary and secondary SDGs and targets associated with 
SDGs. The template shall help provincial departments while formulation of PC-I and aligning it with 
speci�c SDGs and targets. 

l The Punjab SDGs Support Unit through the institutional apparatus adopted by the Government of 
Punjab for SDGs localization ensured that SDGs are integrated into provincial planning and 
budgetary processes. To ensure integration of SDGs, the Punjab SDGs Unit assisted P&D Board and 
incorporated speci�c instructions in the provincial planning guidelines for the provincial 
departments on how to align speci�c intervention with speci�c SDG target and goal. As a result of 
this exercise, departmental PCs-I, the provincial Annual Development Programmes (ADPs) aligned 
with SDGs.

l The engagement of provincial parliamentarians has improved in 2019 and few members of the 
Punjab SDGs task force have been very active in addressing issues related to SDGs in the provincial 
assembly. Punjab SDGs Support Unit remained actively engaged with provincial SDGs taskforce and 
organized consultative sessions on the important of gender equality and quality education for 
achievement of SDGs in collaboration with gender focal person of Punjab Assembly. The convener 
of the SDGs taskforce was also apprised about the provincial SDGs priorities, where he stressed for 
resource allocation for priority SDGs. The Punjab SDGs Unit team also apprised the members of the 
taskforce regarding performance of 36 districts of Punjab with respect to SDGs indicators (for 30 
SDGs indicators). The taskforce convener also emphasized on the important of constituency-based 
score card for targeted resource allocations.

l It is obvious that, SDGs localization is not possible without involving local district administration in 
the process of SDGs localization. Punjab SDGs Unit has operationalized district SDGs committees in 
all 36 districts and working closely with some of the districts in order to ensure integration of SDGs 
at the district level. In this context, district SDGs pro�les have been developed by the Punjab SDGs 
Unit, where we can see the performance of districts on certain SDGs indicator.

“Punjab SDGs Unit in collaboration with FAO and Agriculture Department 
Punjab, holding a workshop on baseline targets for SDGs, related to 
agriculture and natural resources”
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SINDH SDGs SUPPORT UNIT
HIGHLIGHTS OF 2019
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l SDGs Support Unit-Sindh in collaboration with Finance Department, GoS developed a tracking system 
of provincial budget to track public sector �nancial allocations and expenditures on the SDGs. This 
system will lead to generation of quality information for policy and decision-making on SDGs at critical 
stages of resource distribution, as well as during implementation throughout the �scal cycle.

l A high-Level Policy Dialogue on SDGs was held in Karachi in May 2019, which was led by Chief Minister 
Sindh and had participation from all political parties present in the provincial assembly of Sindh who 
pledged their support to work towards achievement of SDGs in the province.

l The Unit worked with relevant provincial entities to align the Sindh Education Sector Plan (2019-24) 
with SDG-4 targets and indicators. The Unit collaborated with WHO in addressing data gaps for SDG-3 
indicators which will pave way for development of SDG-3 localization plan in 2020. The Unit also 
produced localization research on SDG-6 to inform departments on data status against indicators, and 
to provide holistic mapping of available policy frameworks and institutional mechanisms.

l The Unit facilitated organizing of the inaugural session of the Karachi Urban Platform (KUP) held in IBA 
Karachi in December 2019.

l SDGs Unit-Sindh also facilitated a workshop with PSX management to orient them on minimum SDGs 
reporting by PSX listed companies, and also facilitated a workshop with PSX listed companies to train 
them on planning, mapping, and reporting progress against SDGs.

l Under the partnership between Government of Sindh, UNDP and Thar Foundation (a development 
arm of Sindh Engro Coal Mining Company (SECMC), Islamkot taluka in Tharparkar District is being 
transformed into a Model SDG taluka, and initiatives are being undertaken for social and economic 
development of the people. The Unit provided technical assistance in conducting an SDG baseline for 
Block-II of Islamkot, and also helped GoS in developing a plan for achievement of priority SDGs (SDG 2, 
3, 4, 6, 7 and 8) through the Development Masterplan of Islamkot, also conforming to targets and 
indicators of Goal-11: Sustainable Cities & Communities.

l SDGs Support Unit-Sindh provided technical assistance to P&DD, GoS for aligning Sindh Poverty 
Reduction Strategy (PRS) and Peoples Poverty Reduction Program (PPRP) with SDGs targets and 
indicators, and developing a Monitoring and Evaluation framework for PRS. A M&E working group for 
this purpose was also formulated, which includes membership of SDGs Support Unit.

l The Unit also provided technical assistance and coordination support to P&DD, GoS for PILDAT 
Assessment of Quality of Governance indicators from 2017-18 to 2018-19. The key sectoral themes in 
the assignment pertained to Health, Education, Water & Sanitation, Transportation and Law & Order 
Sectors. These sectors are linked with SDG 3, SDG 4, SDG 6, SDG 11 and SDG 16.

“Policy Dialogue on SDGs: Re Imagining Peoples Development in Sindh 
held in 2019”
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l Balochistan SDGs Support Unit also established partnership with University of Balochistan (UoB) and 
signed an MoU which aimed at amplifying research and knowledge sharing initiatives and mobilizing 
expertise and institutional strengths of the university for SDGs.  

l Balochistan SDGs Support Unit adhered to the commitment that no one is left behind by initiating and 
completing extensive awareness raising and advocacy activities through orientation sessions, 
workshops, seminars, radio shows, print media, sharing promotional and display material with 
stakeholders, installation of billboard and surface mounted device on the busiest public places. In 
addition, promotional material on SDGs were displayed at the newly established office of Women 
Parliamentarian Caucus, which is located at Balochistan Provincial Assembly. 

l UN Corner which had earlier been established at the Library of University of Balochistan was revitalized 
by the SDG Support Unit Balochistan by providing UNDP publications and SDGs related reading 
materials for the use of university students.  

l To put the MoUs with BDN and UoB into practice, Balochistan SDGs Support Unit with support from 
UNDP's SELP project team, BDN and UoB organized one day workshop on the “Role of Civil Society 
Organizations (CSOs), Parliamentarians and Academia in Promotion of SDGs” on 19 November 2019 in 
Quetta.

l Supported students of Balochistan University of Engineering and Technology, Khuzdar (BUETK) in their 
3-day Model United Nations Conference on 22-24 November 2019. The event was facilitated by SDGs 
promotional and display material and was participated by individuals from different districts of 
Balochistan. In addition, Unit also supported an event on Climate Change (SDG 13), which was 
organized by University Student Union (USU) to represent all university students in Balochistan.

l The Unit presented UNDP by setting up a dedicated stall at the job fair event organized by Balochistan 
University of IT, Engineering & Management Sciences (BUITEMS) on 20 November 2019. Students from 
different universities visited UNDP stall where they were briefed on SDGs and its implementation in 
Balochistan and UN job application system.  

l Conducted orientation session on MAPS for SDGs in Balochistan for trainees (grade 18 officers) of the 
28th Mid-Career Management Course (MCMC) at the National Institute of Management Quetta on 
November 15, 2019 Moreover, the officers were also oriented on SDGs and gender equality 

l The unit signed an MoU   with Balochistan Development Network (BDN) (a network of 25 civil society 
organizations (CSOs) in Balochistan). The scope of the MoU entails cooperation between the unit and 
the network to work together and facilitate SDGs integration into development planning and 
implementation by raising awareness and SDGs advocacy at the provincial as well as down to   grass-
root level. 

l Strengthening Legal and Regulatory System related to Mines and Mineral Development Department – 
Balochistan: Unit supported Mines and Mineral Development Department, Government of 
Balochistan, in the comprehensive revision of consolidated Mine Rules 1952, Excise Rules 1969 and 
Auction Rules. Moreover, support was also provided to the department in preparing and designing a 
booklet on investment opportunities in mines and minerals sector in Balochistan which was later 
uploaded on the official page of the Board of Investment, Government of Balochistan.

l Provided a detailed presentation to the P&DD's Strategy and Policy Dialogue Committee meeting, 
which was attended by department secretaries, EU delegates, section chiefs, EU partners and NGOs, on 
SDGs localization initiatives in Balochistan

l SDGs Support Unit Balochistan reviewed the draft Gender Policy for Balochistan and provided its input 
to align it with SDGs. 

l Government of Balochistan is committed to localize SDGs, that is taking and harmonizing SDGs from 
provincial to district levels so that individuals and communities are involved. Balochistan SDGs Support 
Unit under the umbrella of P&DD, GoB developed the SDGs Localization Plans in two pilot districts of 
Balochistan. These two districts (Nushki and Killa Abdullah) have been selected by GoB based on their 
lowest rank in the Multi-dimensional poverty index (MPI). 

l Balochistan SDGs Support Unit attended National Consultation on Data, Evidence, and Analytics (DEA) 
for SDGs organized by Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform, Government of Pakistan on 2-3 
May 2019 in Islamabad.

l Provided support to DPU by analyzing 10-year Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP) required 
for the forthcoming issue of the Development Advocate Pakistan (DAP): Balochistan – Challenges and 
Opportunities. This special edition of DAP was launched in Quetta, Balochistan on 25th July 2019.

l The unit also Initiated the development of costing and �nancing framework for priority SDGs in 
Balochistan. The framework intends to review of the existing provincial policies, strategies, plans and 
the budgets on the touchstone of prioritized SDGs targets and identify existing �nancial resources and 
the gap required to meet the prioritized SDGs targets by Balochistan government.

l Keeping in view the �ndings and recommendations of SDGs Framework for Balochistan, the Unit has 
planned to do the capacity need assessment (CNA) of statistical institutions, including the statistical 
cells in key government departments for data collection, reporting and analysis. In cocompletion of 
this, the unit will also acquire the services of highly quali�ed and experienced statisticians for the 
assessment and computation of institutional/administrative data and identi�cation of surveys. 
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BALOCHISTAN SDGs SUPPORT UNIT
HIGHLIGHTS OF 2019

l Provincial Technical Committee (PTC) meeting held on 24 July 2019, which was chaired by the 
Additional Chief Secretary, Planning and Development Department, Government of Balochistan. 
Along with the approval of Annual Work Plan (AWP) 2019, the meeting also approved Balochistan SDGs 
Framework and endorsed Balochistan Comprehensive Development and Growth Strategy (2019-25). 

l UNDP had provided technical support to Government of Balochistan (GoB) in the preparation of 
“Balochistan Comprehensive Development Strategy (BCDS) 2013-2020.” On the desire of GoB, 
Balochistan SDGs Support Unit updated BCDS with the lens of SDGs and CPEC giving it a new name, 
“Balochistan Comprehensive Development and Growth Strategy (BCD&GS) 2020 -25.” While informing 
on baselines and setting targets of key sectors along with costing, BCD&GS provides the vision of 
Prosperous Balochistan by achieving three key outcomes including balanced development, inclusive 
growth and livelihood, and improved image and living standard. BCD&GS 2020-25 will act as a hallmark 
in the future planning and development of Balochistan.

l As a result of detailed orientations on SDGs and consistent interaction between the unit the PTF, PTF 
Balochistan wrote a letter to the Additional Chief Secretary (Dev) expressing its desire to hold meetings 
with relevant departments to discuss/review the progress, challenges and way forward in relation to 
SDGs in Balochistan. 

l Prepared Provincial SDGs Framework through extensive consultations at provincial and district levels. 
The framework includes baseline for SDGs indicators, short, medium and long-term SDGs priorities, 
SDGs data gap analysis and SDGs implementation plan, which serves as a guide for the provincial 
government to implement   2030 Agenda. 

l District SDGs committees were noti�ed, by the Additional Chief Secretary, P&DD, GoB and which are 
headed by deputy commissioners (DCs), for all the district of Balochistan. The aim of the district SDGs 
committees is to facilitate SDGs mainstreaming into district level development planning through 
awareness raising, SDGs advocacy and effective coordination.

l In coordination with UNDP's Strengthening Electoral Reforms and Legislative Processes (SELP) project, 
Balochistan SDGs Support provided detail orientation to the members of Parliamentary Task Force 
(PTF) of Balochistan and KP. Members of KP PTF were on exchange visit to Balochistan to exchange 
ideas, experiences, knowledge and practices. In addition, the unit facilitated an orientation session on 
SDGs in a workshop titled “how to be an effective committee chair” that was organized for the selected 
provincial assembly members and chairs of standing committees.

20 MAINSTREAMING, ACCELERATING, 
POLICY SUPPORT FOR SDGS IN PAKISTAN PROJECT

MAINSTREAMING, ACCELERATING, 
POLICY SUPPORT FOR SDGS IN PAKISTAN PROJECT

ANNUAL REPORT, 2019ANNUAL REPORT, 2019

Balochistan SDGs Support Unit held various events and consultations 
throughout the year 2019.”
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KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA SDGs SUPPORT UNIT 
HIGHLIGHTS OF 2019

“KPK SDGs Support Unit  held a Consultative Session on SDGs Framework”

l Provincial Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has approved the Sustainable Development Strategy 
(SDS) as the next generation strategic reform vehicle for the province. In order to ensure synergies 
between SDS and SDG attainment agenda, the Unit has concluded the study of linking the sectoral 
plans spelled out under SDS with SDGs and the associated targets. In addition, the Unit has mapped the 
Annual Development Program (2019-20) with SDG targets.

l District Advisory Committees have been noti�ed and operationalized at District level across the 
province including the newly merged Districts with the aim to localizing SDGs in district level planning 
and implementation processes. 

l The Unit has worked extensively on developing a comprehensive data eco system to cater for the 
unprecedented data needs for SDG indicators. Against the one hundred and seventy eight (178) 
provincially relevant indicators, a baseline has been established for 82 indicators from various data 
sources while data gap for ninety six (96) indicators still exists. A two-dimensional approach has been 
adopted by the Unit in consultation with Provincial Bureau of Statistics. The Unit one side is broadening 
the scope of existing data sets and on the other has initiated the process of reviewing the potential of 
administrative data for estimation on additional SDGs indicators. The approach will result in narrowing 
down the data gap.

l The Departments' SDGs Focal Persons have been instrumental in re�ecting the SDGs agenda at 
Department level policy and planning processes 

l The development of SDG Framework for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has been concluded with the aims to 
help policy makers and planners through setting a holistic roadmap for achieving SDGs agenda in the 
province. The Framework has been developed through extensive consultation with key stakeholders. 
The Framework mainly includes the baseline on SDG indicators to the extent data permited and setting 
and prioritization of SDG targets in provincial context while considering the three interlinked 
dimensions of social, economic and environment.  The Framework suggests the need for effective 
inter-linkages among various socio-economic and environmental policies, strong governance 
structures and horizontal and vertical coordination mechanisms for integration and effective 
implementation of the SDGs Agenda.

l The Provincial Task Force (PTF) for SDGs-KP has been one of the vibrant and dynamic taskforces in the 
country. The Task Force has reviewed the existing legislation with SDGs lens and remained instrumental 
in suggesting new legislation for effectively contributing towards SDGs targets. The PTF was re-noti�ed 
with the inclusion of more parliamentarians in the Task Force for broad based results.
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Country's Political Stability 

Coordination Mechanism 

The establishment of new local governments (LGs) 
provides an opportunity for accelerated progress 
on localization and implementation of SDGs at the 
local level. The new LGs can help move past the 
existing limited capacity issues, discrepancies in 
the organizational and governance structures and 
lack of resources to deliver services and enable 
SDGs Support Units to work closely to ensure that 
SDGs are integrated in local planning and vis-à-vis 
track development process.

Effective and efficient coordination is the �rst step 
to streamline SDGs Agenda at national, provincial 
and district level. Though the Units are actively 
coordinating with the relevant public sectors such 
a s  m i n i s t r i e s ,  l i n e  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  a n d 
research/statistical organizations, coordination 
within the public-sector departments and 
organizations is not very robust, and policies and 
plans are not entirely developed with consultation. 
To address the �rst constraint, communication 
mechanism of public sector was adopted, and it 
helped to complete the �rst phase of consultations 
with SDG focal persons in relevant ministries and 
line departments. 

Pakistan's economy is facing chronic problems like 
slower economic growth, political instability, 
corruption, bad governance, and debt, among 
others. The availability of limited �nancial resources 
is hindering the government to ful�ll its priority 
towards social sector development projects, thus, 
resulting in delayed progress towards sustainable 
development goals.

LESSONS LEARNT

The challenges of data are huge, across social, 
economic and environmental dimensions of 
sustainable development. With existing statistical 
capacities at the national and provincial level, 
monitoring on SDGs indicators will remain a key 
challenge that will also compromise the process of 
informed public policy making. The situation even 
deteriorates, when it comes to the district level. The 
existing challenge of data availability is also 
hindering the process of identi�cation of provincial 
SDGs priorities and it will further cause serious 
problems for SDG-responsive policies in all 
provinces.

Advocacy and Sensitization

Advocacy and sensitization at the provincial and 
district level are keys to ensuring effective adoption 
and localization of SDGs. SDGs, being an ambitious 
agenda, require strong and persistent advocacy for 
maximum awareness and overall commitment. In 
this connection, the onboarding and active 
i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  A c a d e m i a ,  c i v i l  s o c i e t y 
organizations, youth, Parliamentarians and media 
is required from province to district levels to help 
localize SDGs and accelerate progress towards 
Agenda 2030.

Data Challenges 

Private Sector Engagement

Pakistan has a large private sector and a vibrant civil 
society including an extensive network of non-
government and civil society organizations. The 
SDGs Agenda realizes the pertinent role of the 
private and non-govt sector in development of the 
county and endorse their full participation at each 
stage of SDGs Agenda implementation. 
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l SDGs Support Unit Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in collaboration with University of Peshawar (UOP) and Social 
Impact (SI) organized the �rst-ever Summer Camp on SDGs for youth and academia of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa.

l SDG Support Unit in consultation with the District Administration has conducted three days' 
orientation and awareness raising workshop for the faculty and students of various Universities and 
Colleges of District Mardan, Swabi and Charsadda.   

l As a step towards establishing linkages with academia for implementation of SDGs, the SDG Unit KP 
has inked an LOA with the Institute of Management Sciences Peshawar for mainstreaming SDGs in the 
Course of MS Development Studies. This course will equip the students with the academic and practical 
rigor concerning SDGs and abridge academia with the industry while catering for the growing market 
demand towards attainment of the 2030 agenda.  



Policies Review: The Units will 
continue reviewing policies of 
priority sectors and recom-
mend further research as well 
as presenting the policy briefs 
to relevant ministries/line 
departments.

National Implementation Plan 
of SDGs. Units will work on 
development  of  Nat ional 
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  P l a n  fo r 
Agenda 2030. 

Strategy for Media Engage-
ment:  Media can play a positive 
role in transformation of society 
Units will formulate a strategy 
that how this widely accessible 
and impactful medium can be 
utilized to reach the SDGs 
targets. 

Financing of SDGs: Costing of 
SDGs is a key milestone in the 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  S D G s 
A g e n d a .  A  s t u d y  w i l l  b e 
initiated to get the approximate 
implementation cost of SDGs. 
The results will be presented to 
the government to allocate the 
budget to those Goals which 
have multiplier effect on the 
remaining. ProvincialUnits will 
also be engaged for consulta-
tion and feedback.
 

KEY PRIORITIES FOR 2020

Developing Private Sector 
Analysis of ADP/PSDP: Units 
plans to analyse the 2020 ADPs 
and PSDP and will prepare a 
report as well as a study will be 
carried out to �nd impact of 
budget allocation on SDGs 
outcomes. In addition, studies 
will be conducted on calcula-
ting the cost of remittances and 
p r o p o s i n g  A D G - a l i g n e d 
changes in the National Finance 
Commission Award.

National SDGs Framework for 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
SDGs: M&E Framework for SDGs 
will start getting implemented 
f ro m  ye a r  2 0 2 0  a f te r  t h e 
baseline and target setting and 
completion of dashboard. 

Development of University 
Engagement Framework for 
Academia: Considering the role 
that academia can play in the 
development of country, the 
Units will establish partnerships 
with academia on priority. This 
focused approach will help to 
increase awareness about the 
youth on concept of poverty 
and sustainability of 2030 
Agenda and get familiar in 
advance with the development 
sector as a future professional.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF
ANNUAL REVIEW 2018

An innovative institutional mechanism has been developed for effective horizontal and 
vertical coordination along with oversight of SDGs related activities and management 
arrangements.

SDGs Project Board and Steering Committee provide strategic guidance for SDGs 
implementation at Federal and provincial levels. 

A National SDGs Framework was developed by the Federal SDGs Support Unit, with the 
broader objectives of a) transformation of international development goals into national 
development goals, b) identification and prioritization of national goals and targets, c) a 
guiding document for future development strategies i.e. short, medium and long-run, d) 
devising institutional coordination (both horizontal and vertical) and e) designing of 
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms.

UNDP – Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform started a joint imitative to 
implement SDGs through MAPS (mainstreaming, acceleration, policy support) approach. 
This initiative was initially launched for five-year “National Initiative for SDGs.”

SDGs declared as national development agenda in February 2016 through unanimous 
parliamentary resolution.

At provincial level, thematic and technical committees were formulated to review the 
progress on SDGs, highlighting keys issues and proposing recommendation for effective 
implementation of the annual workplan.

Divisional workshop and seminars were conducted for advocacy and awareness of SDGs 
at local level. 

National Local Government Summit was conducted to sensitize local leadership on SDGs. 

SDGs Monitoring, Reporting and Evaluation Capacities are strengthened through analysis 
of national data eco-system and launching of Data Reporting Gaps study. 

Developing Private Sector 
Engagement Framework for 
SDGs: Units will ensure active 
engagement of private sector 
in the achievement of SDGs 
agenda.
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SDGs Categorisation

l SDG5:  Gender Equality

l SDG11: Sustainable Cities and Communities

l SDG9:  Industry Innovation & Infrastructure
l SDG10: Reduced Inequalities

l SDG17: Partnerships for the Goals

l SDG1:  No Poverty

l SDG7: Affordable and Clean Energy

l SDG4: Quality Education

l SDG2: Zero Hunger
l SDG3: Good Health and Well Being

l SDG6: Clean Water and Sanitation

l SDG8:  Decent Work and Economic Growth
l SDG16:  Peace. Justice and Strong Institutions

Category - 1

Category - 2

Category - 3

l SDG12: Responsible Consumption and Production

l SDG14: Life below Water
l SDG15: Life on Land

l SDG13: Climate Action



National Initiative on Sustainable development Goals
Room # 323, Ministry of Planning Development and Reform
P-Block, Pakistan Secretariat, Sector F-5, Islamabad, Pakistan

T: +92 51 9222101
F: +92 51 9222102

Azad Jammu & Kashmir 
Muzaffarabad
AJ&K SDGs Support unit 
Planning & Development Department, 
Kashmir plan House, Block 11,
New Secretariat, 
Muzaffarabad, AJ&K
T: +92 5822 921319  

Gilgit Baltistan
Gilgit
GB SDGs Support unit, 
Planning & Development Department
Civil Secretariat, VVIP Road, 
Near DHQ Hospital,
Gilgit, GB

BALOCHISTAN
Quetta
Balochistan SDGs Support unit,
Office # 9-B, 
Chaman Housing Scheme, 
Airport Road,
Quetta, Pakistan
T: +92 81 2864288

KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA
Peshawar
KP SDGs Support Unit, 
SDU Building,
Khyber Road, 
Peshawar Cantt, Pakistan
T: +92 91 9210251

PUNJAB
Lahore
Punjab SDGs Support unit, 
Bureau of Statistics building,
Trade Centre Block, 
Ayub Chowk, M.A. Johar town, 
Lahore, Pakistan
T: +92 42 992 32921

SINDH
Karachi
Sindh SDGs Support Unit, 
D-50, P.E.C.H.S, Block 6, 
Shahrah-e-faisal, 
karachi, Pakistan
T: + 92 21 34555034-35


