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INTRODUCTION
In February 2016, Pakistan became one of
the countries that oﬃcially adopted
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of
the 2030 Agenda as National Development
Goals after getting a unanimous approval from
t h e N a t i o n a l A s s e m b l y. U p o n d o i n g s o,
Government of Pakistan set forth a roadmap for the
development of the country and has initiated many
interventions to achieve the 2030 Agenda,
including launch of the National Initiative on SDGs.
The National Initiative on the 2030 Agenda
(“Mainstreaming, Accelerating and Policy Support
for SDGs in Pakistan”) supports the Government of
Pakistan at national and provincial level in
localizing the Agenda and in creating an enabling
environment for its implementation. Under the
initiative, federal and provincial SDGs Support
Units have been established to ensure early
institutionalization of SDGs. The project has four
interlinked, and mutually reinforcing outputs: (1)
plans, policies and resource allocation are aligned
to 2030 Agenda; (2) monitoring, reporting and
evaluation capacities are strengthened; (3)
ﬁnancing ﬂows are increasingly aligned with the
2030 Agenda; and (4) innovative approaches to
accelerate progress on prioritized SDGs. The project
includes activities at the federal, provincial and
district levels, facilitating vertical and horizontal
policy coherence, and integrated approaches to
development, with the involvement of multiple
stakeholders, aiming to leave no one behind and
reaching the furthest behind ﬁrst.
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In partnership with UNDP Pakistan, SDGs Support
Units have been established in the Federal and
Provincial and Regional government planning
departments, and function as a government
resource platform for all policy and technical
support on SDGs. In addition to ﬁve Units (one at
the Federal level and four provincial Units), two
resource persons are also engaged in GilgitBaltistan and Azad Jammu & Kashmir. With the
Government announcing the merger of Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) with the province
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, two resource persons are
also engaged for the FATA planning department to
support in the transition while also ensuring the
work on SDGs is not delayed.
The SDG Support Units use the UN guidelines on
'Mainstreaming, Acceleration and Policy Support
for SDGs' to localize the ambitious and universal
SDG framework in the context of Pakistan. They
support the Ministry of Planning, Development &
Reform and Provincial/Regional Planning &
Development Departments in developing a
coordinated and collaborative approach towards
localizing and implementing the SDGs.
The Units are fully capacitated with technical staﬀ
in the form of economic, social and environment
policy analysts, in addition to regular operational
and project management staﬀ. The Units are
funded by the respective provincial governments,
demonstrating strong commitment at national and
sub-national level towards SDGs.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF 2018
2018 was a successful year for the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with a
focus on identifying development priorities, strengthening monitoring and reporting, and facilitating
engagement of diverse stakeholders.

Following the approval of National SDG
framework by National Economic Council,
provinces engaged in ﬁnalizing provincial SDG
frameworks. Developed through a consultative
process, these frameworks identify SDG
priorities, establish baselines, and set targets to
monitor progress for priority SDG indicators at
national and provincial levels.

UNDP's continuous support and advocacy
helped the Government in establishing a
strong institutional system in the form of
cluster groups/thematic committees,
comprising diverse stakeholders from
bureaucracy, academia, civil society and thinktanks to take strategic actions in diﬀerent
sectors, and monitor progress on SDGs.

UNDP also facilitated a review of the statistical
landscape in Pakistan, with an aim to
strengthen the Government's capacity to
monitor and report progress on SDGs. As a
result, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics aligned
various surveys to SDGs, helping Pakistan to
report on 26 SDG indicators.

In order to facilitate the government to
leverage the use of technology to innovate,
research, as well as gauge and report progress
on SDGs, an SDG Tech Lab as well as online
SDG dashboard were established.

UNDP facilitated the government in
designing and leading SDG localization
initiatives at the district level, leveraging
public-private partnerships, and
innovative approaches.
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Neil Buhne, Resident Coordinator (former), UN Pakistan with
Dr. Shamshad Akhtar, Dr. Shamshad Akhtar, (former) (Interim)
Minister for Finance and Planning, Mr. Shoaib Ahmad
Siddiqui, Federal Secretary, Ministry of Planning,
Development and Reform and Mr. Zafar ul Hassan, Chief
SDGs, Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform at the
National Conference on Sustainable Development Goals
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FEDERAL SDGs
SUPPORT UNIT
The Federal SDGs Support Unit is
established in Planning
Commission, Ministry of Planning,
Development and Reform,
Government of Pakistan, to
provide coordination and support
to respective federal ministries and
line departments.
The Unit is actively undertaking
coordination, reporting, and
monitoring progress towards SDGs,
and providing policy, research, and
knowledge management support for
the SDGs. At the same time, the team
is working towards creating
awareness amongst stakeholders
about the Agenda 2030 by engaging
them through multiple
communication activities and tools.

Development of National SDGs
Framework
The Federal SDGs Support Unit, supported by the
prioritization tool that was formerly developed,
devised a National SDGs Framework, which sets
for th a direction for polic y makers and
development entities to follow. This Framework
prioritizes the sectors that need immediate
attention and have long-term impac t on
development outcomes. The Framework was
presented and approved in the meeting of National
Economic Council (NEC), that was presided over by
the Prime Minister of Pakistan. Approving the
framework, the PM advised the provincial
governments, federal ministries and concerned
organizations to align their policies and plans and
allocate required resources in line with the national
framework.

National Conference on SDGs
MoPDR organized a National Conference on SDGs.
This was the ﬁrst of its kind meeting in Pakistan with
participation of all major stakeholders including
federal ministries, line departments, provincial
P&DDs, UN agencies, international development
partners, civil society, private sector, media and
academia for a broader knowledge sharing and
consultation on the National SDGs Framework. The
overall objective of this conference was to share the
progress on SDGs with all stakeholders and draw a
roadmap for the future.

Policy Advocacy
The NEC also directed provincial governments to
set up institutional mechanism at the district level
for achieving the SDGs. To provide policy support, a
brief analytical desk review of National Education
Policies (NEP) was conducted. Considering the
broad scope of education, this review was limited
to one critical aspect i.e. “Quality Education at
Primary Level”, in the policies of the last two
decades (1990 to 2009). During this period, a total
of 3 NEPs has been announced, i.e. (i). 1992-2000,
(ii). 1998-2010 and (iii). 2009.
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In addition, the aspect of Minimum Standard for
Quality Education has also been reviewed to
explore its coherence with the NEP 2009. Based on
the policies review a more detailed research has
been proposed to analyse the implementation of
quality education at primary level education
system of the country.

Engagement with Academia

Furthermore, consultations with relevant UN
agencies like United Nations Educational, Scientiﬁc,
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and United
Nations International Children's Emergency Fund
(UNICEF), Academy of Education Planning and
Management (AEPAM), National Education
Assessment System (NEAS) Education section
Planning Commission were conducted.

Private Sector Engagement

After approval of the National SDGs Framework
from NEC, the Unit has accelerated policy support
and has begun review of existing policies to
develop guidelines of sectors that still lack any
policy e.g. on Nutrition. A guideline for nutrition
policy and a toolkit for federal and provincial
governments has been prepared.
The Federal SDGs Support Unit also conducted a
multi-stakeholder consultation on Goal 16 that
involved over 100 stakeholders from government,
CSOs, international development partners, donor
agencies, academia, think-tanks and
representatives from private sector.

Alignment of PC-1 Performa with SDGs
To align the PC-1 performa with SDGs, a checklist of
q u e s t i o n s wa s s u b m i t te d to t h e Ad v i s o r
Development Budget Planning Commission for
review and subsequent inclusion in the existing
form, to ease tracking and alignment of PSDP
projects with SDGs.

Tools for Awareness and Advocacy
The Federal SDGs Support Unit published its TriAnnual newsletter on SDGs. Alongside the report,
the website on the 'National Initiative for
Sustainable Development Goals' was also
launched. The website ser ves as a hub of
information, knowledge management, progress
updates, upcoming events, development in key
areas and general facts about SDGs
(www.sdgspakistan.pk)
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Consider ing the role of the academia in
implementation of SDGs Agenda, Unit remained
actively engaged with the prominent educational
institutes of the capital such as Quaid-i-Azam
University and COMSATs.

A draft private sector engagement strategy has
been developed, followed by several consultations
with representatives of Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan (SECP), Pakistan Centre for
Philanthropy (PCP), Pakistan Broadcasting
Corporation (PBC), and Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce and Industry FPCCI for
stock taking on present CSR practices, policies and
reporting. Development of a CSR framework has
been proposed to the Minister of MoPDR.

Addressing Data Challenges
The Federal SDGs Support Unit launched the “Data
Reporting Gaps” study at the MoPDR, in the
presence of Minister and Secretary MoPDR and
public and private stakeholders. The Unit also
facilitated presenting the ﬁndings in Quetta to the
Planning and Development Department (P&DD),
Government of Balochistan oﬃcials along with
other stakeholders including related provincial
organizations, Balochistan SDGs Support Unit, UN
agencies, academia and research institutes. This
study is a guiding document for all stakeholders to
reduce data reporting gaps and will eventually help
in monitoring the SDGs till 2030.
An online dashboard has been prepared to reﬂect
national and sub-national data on SDG indicators
through an interactive web-based platform. The
dashboard will support online monitoring of
progress against SDGs.
Federal SDGs Support Unit along with UNDP and
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) organized a ﬁveday training on Multidimension Poverty Index –
MPI for capacity building of federal and provincial
statistical organizations, academics, development
institutions and other partners.
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It was designed to understand and use
technologies to measure and interpret multidimensional poverty and guide policies on Goal 1
'No Poverty'.
Federal SDGs Support Unit organized a National
Workshop on SDGs Baseline and Target setting. The
objective of the workshop was to discuss standards
and deﬁnitions of the indicators, available data and
baseline of the indicators, level of eﬀorts to get
data, preferred data sources and methodological
issues such as accuracy, reliability, and frequency of
data reporting.
The unit used the target classiﬁcation
methodology developed by the Oﬃce for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
to classify the 169 SDG targets and 244 indicators
into outcomes, means of implementation (MOI),
processes and institutions (P&I), to assist in
prioritizing targets and indicators and aligning
them with existing development plans and
policies. Datasheets were also populated with
existing baseline data of indicators by
disaggregating them based on region (national,
provincial and district), gender, and age. This
helped to clarify missing baseline data and identify
better ways to get data in the future. The input
targets (MOI and P&I) were, furthermore, linked
with respective outcome targets to understand the
direct links between input and outcome targets.

Analysis of Federal Budget
The analysis of Federal Budget 2018-19 was
conduc ted to assess current expenditure
alignment with SDGs including: (i) resource
mobilization measures, (ii) ﬁscal deﬁcit and its link
with economic growth, (iii) expenditure shares and
rigidities, and (iv) subsidies. The analysis also
re v i e we d t h e re l e v a n c y o f d e ve l o p m e n t
expenditure including: (i) size of public sector
development program (PSDP), (ii) special programs
and their allocation, and (iii) link between speciﬁc
Goals and allocations. Under Output 3, UNDP
initiated work on a research study on 'Measuring
the cost of receiving remittances in Pakistan', in
collaboration with State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). A
round table was arranged with the experts to
discuss issues and of the ﬁeld which includes
representatives of one private and one public
sector bank.
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A list of questions was prepared to align the NFC
with the SDGs which will be shared with the
relevant department of the Ministry of Finance for
their consideration.

Table 1: Summary of Key Activities
Goal 2
Zero Hunger

l

Guideline for nutrition policy and a toolkit
federal and provincial governments.

l
Analytical desk review of national Education
Goal 44
policies (NEP)
Quality
Quality Educa lon Reviews of Minimum Standard for Qualities
Education
Education.
l
Detailed research has been proposed to
analyses the implementation of quality
education at primary level education system
of the country.
l
Consultations with relevant UN agencies like
United Nations Educational, Scientiﬁc, and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO0 and United
Nation International Children's Emergency
Fund (UNICEF), Academy of Education
Planning and Management (AEPAM), National
Education Assessment System (NEAS)
Education Section Planning Commission.

Goal 16
Peace, justice
and Strong
Institutions
Goal 17
Partnerships
for the Goals

l

Multi-stakeholder Consultation on Goal 16.

l

Developments of National SDGs Framework.
MoPDR as the focal point of SDGs, Organized a
National Conference on SDGs
Alignment of PC-1 Performa with SDGs
Engagements Sessions with Quaid -i-Azam
University and Comsats.
Federal SDGs Support Unit has drafted a
strength to potential of Private Sector.
The Federal SDGs Support Unit published its
Tri-Annual newsletter on SDGs.
The website on the 'National Initiative for
Sustainable Development Goals' was also
launched.
Launch of “Data Reporting Gaps” study at the
MoPDR.
Five -day training on Multidimension Poverty
Index -MPI.
National Workshop on SDGs Baseline and
targets setting.

l

l
l

l

l

l

l

l

l
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Meeting of the Federal Parliamentary Task Force on SDGs
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State Steering & Coordination
Committee

AJ&K SDGs
SUPPORT UNIT
The Government of AJ&K with the
technical support of United
Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) has established the SDGs
Support Unit in Planning &
Development Department, under
supervision of the Chief Economist
and overall policy guidance of the
Additional Chief Secretary
(Development), Government of
AJ&K.
The Unit ensures that the all plans,
policies, strategies, actions, and
resource allocation are aligned to
2030 Agenda of SDGs in AJ&K,
Supports Government of AJ&K in
strengthening SDGs monitoring, and
reporting, ensures that ﬁnancing
ﬂows are increasingly aligned with
2030 Agenda in AJ&K, and applies
innovative approaches to accelerate
progress on priority SDGs.

A State Steering and Coordination Committee of
the SDGs has been constituted in AJK. The
Committee functions as a governing body that
provides strategic leadership, governance, and
oversight. It makes key policy decisions, guides the
Government Line Departments, and other
concerned stakeholders including Academia, Civil
Society, Private Businesses etc. in planning and
execution of the projects, ensures eﬀective
oversight through receiving regular reports and
reviewing the results of project evaluations. The
committee meets bi-annually.

Thematic Groups
To have a coordination mechanism for SDG
implementation in place, P&DD has established
four thematic working groups for SDGs comprising
senior oﬃcials as SDGs focal persons from
government departments, academia, civil society
organizations (CSOs), media, non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), disabled minorities, youth,
private sector etc.
The purpose of these focal persons is to ensure that
various departments can work in a coherent and
coordinated manner in the implementation and
localization of SDGs in AJK.

ADP Mapping with SDGs
New and existing schemes in ADP are individually
mapped against the 17 goals. For simpliﬁcation and
ease of analysis, each consolidated project was
aligned with only one goal.
In 2018-19, AJ&K has allocated a signiﬁcant portion
of its development budget for infrastructure with
less allocation to social and environmental sectors.
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Setting up the Baselines for SDG
indicators
A series of consultative sessions were held with
relevant line departments to discuss and gather
data on SDGs indicators. Of the 169 targets and 244
indicators under the SDGs Framework, 125 targets
and 154 indicators were found to be directly
relevant to AJ&K.
Through constant communication and capacity
development, Government of AJ&K has
successfully developed the baseline for 85
indicators. Data on additional 14 indicators will be
made available by the end of this year upon the
completion of the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey
(MICS-6).

Advocacy and Awareness Campaigns
for SDGs in AJ&K
The advocacy and awareness mechanisms for SDGs
have been divided into three broad categories in
A J&K : (i) general public and stakeholder
engagement including Government departments;
(ii) reﬂection of SDGs in academic curriculum; and
(iii) dissemination of information through the
media.

12
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Parliamentary Task Force on SDGs

GILGIT
BALTISTAN SDGs
SUPPORT UNIT
SDG Support Unit was established
at the Planning & Development
Department, GB in collaboration
with UNDP to provide a platform
for eﬀective coordination and
implementation of SDGs in GB.
After being established in November
2018, the Unit has been working
closely with all the stakeholders to
localize SDGs in GB.
The main objectives of the Unit are: to
establish an eﬀective coordination
mechanism on SDGs between the
stakeholders, localization and
prioritization of SDGs, keeping local
urgencies and challenges in context;
to establish a baseline and targets
along the prioritized SDGs; to raise
awareness on SDGs among policy
makers and other stakeholders; to
sensitize policy makers and planners
to align policies with SDG targets and
priorities; and to ﬁnd innovative ways
to accelerate progress on SDGs.
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A Parliamentary Task Force (PTF), comprising
parliamentary representatives, was established in
GB. The objective of the Task Force is to oversee the
progress of SDGs as well as identify and remove and
legal impediments in implementation of SDGs
through legislation. It will also campaign for SDGs
in GB assembly and will help in sensitizing policy
makers in prioritizing the SDGs in the identiﬁcation
of development projects.

Notiﬁcation of SDGs Focal Persons
To ensure a smoother coordination between the
line departments and SDGs Support Unit, the
process of identiﬁcation of focal points was
initiated. By December 2018, focal persons were
nominated by seven key line department.

ADP 2018-19 Mapping with SDGs
A mapping exercise was undertaken to identify
localization of SDGs in budgetary frameworks and
to shed light on low-funded SDGs which need
consideration while preparing ADPs in the future.
The evidence gathered through this mapping
exercise is to be used for management purposes
and to orient budgetary choices and identify
priority areas for funding. Overall, this exercise aims
to help policy makers to review the current trends
in budgetary allocations and its alignment with
SDG targets. Furthermore, it shall also help provide
evidence for re-alignment of interventions towards
priority goals to address the gaps.

Stakeholders Consultation on
Localizing SDGs in GB
The GB Policy Institute, with the ﬁnancial assistance
of AKRSP, organized a two-day consultative session
with the members of GB Legislative Assembly,
representatives of line departments, civil society
organizations and other relevant stakeholders.
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The session was conducted in April 2018 and was
chaired by Speaker GBLA. The objective of the
session was to enhance the understanding of
stakeholders on SDGs localization to achieve
Agenda 2030.

Stakeholder consultation led by SDGs
Support Unit GB

Baseline Setting on SDGs
An exercise was initiated to gather baseline data of
applicable SDGs indicators. A key challenge,
therein, is the lack of a provincial Bureau of Statistics
and very few available and reliable data sources.
The provincially conducted Multiple Indicator
Cluster Survey was the major source of data on
SDGs Indicators and the baseline was initially
identiﬁed for 22 SDGs indicators using MICS 201617. The Unit has been working closely with the line
departments to gather institutional data on SDGs
indicators. Other data sources are being explored
that can possibly provide data on SDGs indicators.
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Formation of SDG Clusters and District
Committees

PUNJAB SDGs
SUPPORT UNIT
The Punjab SDGs Support Unit is
established in Planning and
Development Department,
Government of Punjab to provide
coordination and support to
respective federal ministries and
line departments.
The Unit is actively undertaking
coordination, reporting, and
monitoring progress towards SDGs,
and providing policy, research, and
knowledge management support for
the Goals. At the same time, the team
is working creating awareness
amongst stakeholders about the
Agenda 2030 and the Goals by
engaging them through multiple
communication activities and tools.
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Punjab SDGs Support Unit established and
initiated consultations with Clusters (Social,
Environment, Economics and Governance) to
ensure horizontal & vertical policy coherence for
SDGs and to review baselines and set targets,
analyse budget allocations, and develop road
map/framework for SDG implementation. District
SDGs Committees have been formed. P&D
Department has nominated Deputy Director
Development of each district as District SDGs Focal
Person, assigned with the task to organize District
SDGs Committee meeting at the district level for
SDGs localization.

Development of SDGs Framework for
Punjab
With the institutional arrangement in-place, the
Punjab Government has completed the process of
formulation of provincial SDGs framework which
includes review of provincial development policies
and plans to assess SDGs responsiveness,
identiﬁcation of provincial SDGs priorities, review
of statistical capacities for future monitoring and
reporting and determining baselines and targets
for SDGs in Punjab.
In this context, the Punjab SDGs Project, P&DD has
undertaken stock of existing development policies
and plans, speciﬁcally reviewed patterns of
development investments over the years across
diﬀerent sectors and mapped those investments
against targets of SDGs. This has given a clear
understanding on how government of the Punjab
is focusing on development issues in Punjab and
what key areas and dimensions of SDGs are missing
in current development planning and budgeting.
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Engagement with Academia
Punjab SDGs Support Unit organized a talk in
collaboration with Center for Public Policy &
Governance (CPPG) FCCU on the role of Local
Government in achieving SDGs. The Unit also
organized awareness raising sessions in University
of Central Punjab, Lahore College for Women
University, Government College, Lahore, and
Garrision University and Bulleh Shah Packaging.

Advocacy and Awareness Raising Tools
Punjab SDGs Support Unit has developed a
documentary, SDGs animation and a Punjab SDGs
website.
Punjab SDGs Unit has also engaged with UN
Agencies in Punjab to improve coordination
between UN Agencies for eﬀective
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 2 0 3 0 Ag e n d a . S e r i e s o f
consultations have been held to see, how SDGs
coordination among diﬀerent UN Agencies in
Punjab can be taken forward for eﬀective
implementation of 2030 Agenda in Punjab.

SDGs Prioritization and Addressing
Data Challenges
Subject to a review of existing statistical capacities,
it has been identiﬁed that the existing data gaps
may become a major hurdle in measuring SDGs
progress, if data gaps are not addressed,
adequality. At the same time, limited availability of
data on SDGs will also aﬀect the process of
informed public policy making in Punjab.
The recent analysis of statistical capacities also
provides recommendations to the government of
the Punjab on how to address data gaps and how
the statistical capacities in Punjab can be
strengthened to have objective monitoring and
evaluation of 2030 Agenda on SDGs in Punjab.

16
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The Unit has developed the disaggregated list of
SDGs target, and indicators relevant to each
department and shared it with UN Agencies in
Punjab to further validate the process and to
identify lead UN Agency against each SDG
indicator. UN Agencies in Punjab are also included
in their respective cluster for cluster discussions in
Punjab on SDGs prioritizations/sequencing and
setting SDGs baselines and targets for Punjab
Government.

Addressing Financing Challenge for
SDGs
Punjab SDGs Support Unit has initiated a process in
consultation with Finance Department to review
provincial budgetary framework including PFC in
Punjab. Other than that, there is a need to explore
ways that how provincial SDGs support units can
support the government on the ﬁnancing part of
SDGs. However, the government of the Punjab is
committed to invest on prioritized SDGs, but
ﬁnancing needs for implementation for SDGs
implicate a burden on the provincial government
and it is important to explore alternate sources for
ﬁnancing for SDGs.

Private Sector Engagement
The foremost solution to ﬁnancing SDGs lies at
strengthening domestic resources because they
are stable, aligned with government priorities and
easy to manage, as compare to managing donor
funds. The role of private sector in ﬁnancing SDGs is
also crucial, therefore it is of critical importance to
e n s u re e n g a g e m e n t o f p r i v a te s e c to r i n
implementation of SDGs. A “Private Sector
Engagement and Partnership Strategy” to assess
how private sector organizations can be engaged
and also developing a plan of ac tion for
implementation of private sector engagement and
partnership strategy.
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Localization of SDGs
As a part of localization eﬀorts, UNDP Pakistan is
also supporting the Government of Punjab in
formulation of district localization plans for poorest
districts of Punjab by adopting a bottom-up
approach for identiﬁcation of SDGs related
priorities. As a pilot initiative, 02 districts - Bhakkar
and Rajanpur - were selected for their performance
on Multi-Dimensional Poverty Index (MPI) for
developing SDGs localization plan including
assessments of planning and budgeting processes
and identiﬁcation of priorities with respect to SDGs.
Punjab SDGs Unit has recommended certain
changes to make sure that plan is implementable
and adoptable in both the districts. Punjab SDGs
Support Unit is also planning to discuss the
localization plans with respective district oﬃcials in
Bhakkar and Rajanpur for their feedback and
making institutional arrangements at the district
level for eﬀective adoption and localization of 2030
Agenda in Punjab. Punjab. At the same time, Unit is
providing support to P&DD in developing South
Regional Development Plan for 10 bottom districts
with speciﬁc focus on economic uplifting of the
marginalized community in South Punjab, as well
as working for organizing South Regional
Development Forum to supplement Regional
Development Plan.

Participants of Two-Day Workshop on Foresight
as a Strategic Planning Tool for SDGs by Punjab
SDGs Support Unit
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Ignacio Artaza, Resident Representative a.i.,
and Shakeel Ahmad, Assistant Resident
Representative visiting Islamkot Tharparkar in
2018, which is being transformed into a model
SDG taluka, under a public-private partnership
between UNDP, Government of Sindh, SDGs
Support Unit Sindh and Thar Foundation
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Prioritization

SINDH SDGs
SUPPORT UNIT
SDGs Support Unit Sindh has been
established in Planning &
Development Board, Government
of Sindh with eﬀect from May 2017.
The Unit works in coordination with
the National SDGs Unit, that has been
established in the Ministry of
Planning, Development and Reform
as well as Federal and Provincial
Parliamentary Task Forces.
The SDGs Support Unit Sindh is
working with line departments of
Government of Sindh, as well as UN
Agencies, civil society organizations,
academia and the private sector to
integrate the strategies and policies
with the 2030 Agenda and
implement sustainable development
goals in Sindh, contributing towards
accelerating progress in Pakistan.

Sindh SDGs Support Unit through P&D Board,
moved a summary to Chief Minister that was
approved in February 2016, entailing 6 priority
SDGs, which were identiﬁed through a holistic
evidence-based analysis which included series of
consultations and scientiﬁc analytical tool was used
to assess. The approved priorities include SDG 2-No
Hunger, SDG 3-Good Health and Well Being, SDG 4Quality Education, SDG 6-Clean water and
Sanitation, SDG 7-Aﬀordable and Clean Energy, and
SDG 8 Decent work and Economic Growth.

Formation of Thematic SDG Sub Committees
After approval of Summary on Priority SDGs by
Chief Minister, Sindh, Planning & Development
Board notiﬁed 6 SDGs Thematic committees to
support validation of baseline and setting targets
for diﬀerent SDGs. Thus-far meeting with 4 subcommittees have been held which includes 1)
Education, 2) Health, 3) Public Health Engineering
and Local Government and 4) Agriculture Livestock
and Fisheries. Parliamentary Task Force which has
actively engaged parliamentarians and members
of the Provincial Assembly since its constitution on
22nd June 2016. Core Group on SDGs was
established on 12th April 2017 to provide advisory
services to the project towards developing SDGs
Framework for Sindh.

Development of SDGs Framework
Sindh SDGs Support Unit has engaged a Consulting
Firm since October 2018 to develop 'SDGs
framework' for Sindh. The ﬁrm is in process of
ﬁnalizing methodology for developing the
framework which will further guide subsequent
consultative meetings with Government Line
Departments at Provincial and District Level. The
SDGs framework has been almost in the ﬁnal stages
of ﬁnalization.
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Study on Cost of Climate Change
Inaction
Sindh SDGs Support Unit commissioned a study on
cost of 'Climate in Action in Sindh.' The study has
been ﬁnalized and disseminated to relevant
stakeholders.

Foresight Workshop
Foresight workshop was conducted for line
departments through International consultant
hired by UNDP. The workshop informed the
participants on how foresight tool can be used by
line departments to conduct futuristic planning in
view of complex environment.

Dialogue with Civil Society
Organizations
A workshop on civil society stakeholders was
carried out in which participants shared how their
current projects are aligned with SDGs. Multiple
sessions held with youth from diﬀerent districts for
awareness raising on SDGs. A comprehensive
project brief has been developed which has been
disseminated across major stakeholder groups. The
brief contains an overview of the development
context in Sindh and precise description of the
scope of activities around the four project's
outputs.

Advocacy and Awareness Raising
SDGs Support Unit has developed infographics on
priority SDGs and has showcased these in major
advocacy interventions, such as engagements with
l i n e d e p a r t m e nt s, a n d p a r l i a m e nt a r i a n s.
Furthermore, SDG Infographics have been
showcased in various thematic SDG conferences
and events, such as Sindh Development Forum
(SDF), Sindh Water Conference by Hands, National
Youth framework which will further guide
subsequent consultative meetings with
Government Line Departments at Provincial and
District Level. The SDGs framework has been almost
in the ﬁnal stages of ﬁnalization.
Conference by AIESEC, Enrolment Drive by
Education Department-UNICEF, and various other
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events. SDGs Support Unit Sindh regularly updates
repor ts of major activities on Planning &
Development Department's website. The SDGs
Support Unit has developed a dedicated SDGs
focused web platform for Sindh which will share
SDGs related information and to also act as SDGs
Knowledge sharing center. Social media channels
(Facebook and Twitter) of the SDGS Support Unit
are also actively sharing updates of key activities.
SDGs Support Unit Sindh participated in Radio
Show conducted by Radio Pakistan.

Engagement with Private Sector
Sindh SDGs Support Unit conducted a session with
private sector organizations in collaboration with
Pakistan Centre for Philanthropy to sensitize them
on integrating SDGs in their CSR plans. Unit in
partnership with Thar Foundation has ﬁnalized
SDGs priority targets for making Islamkot Taluka,
Tharparkar district as model SDGs taluka.

Addressing Data Challenges
Sindh SDGs Support Unit has carried out series of
consultation meetings with focal person from
Bureau of Statistics Sindh to validate available data
and address gaps against missing data for 17 SDGs.
A preliminary baseline report has been prepared
and inputs from relevant line departments are
being taken. A data needs assessment workshop
held for Government Stakeholders in August 2018.
The workshop led to identiﬁcation of key areas
where data capacity building of Government
departments can be conducted.
SDGs localization and interlinkages workshop was
conducted in Hyderabad on August 2018 involving
divisional commissioner and relevant line
departments. The purpose of the workshop was to
sensitize district administration on SDGs and help
them identify interlinkages between diﬀerent
SDGs targets. Sindh SDGs Support Unit conduct
review and analysis of Monitoring and Evaluation
Systems that exist within Government Line
Departments and shared report on ﬁndings with
SDGs Federal Unit. Sindh SDGs Support Unit
supported Thar Foundation in prioritizing SDGs
targets for Islamkot as per OECD prioritization
methodology and IGES interlinkages tool.
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ADP Mapping
Sindh SDGs Support Unit with the support of
Government line departments have mapped total
of 2013 schemes in ADP 2017-18 with allocation of
Rs.164.721 billion with SDGs. In ADP 2018-19, 1888
schemes have been mapped with SDGs with
allocation of Rs.14,8347 million. SDGs Support Unit
is working closely with Finance Department,
Government of Sindh in embedding SDGs in
budget and expenditures. This will allow mapping
of individual cost heads/cost centers and project
heads at the levels of indicators, targets and goals
prescribed in the SDGs. Such Intervention would
provide quality information for policy and decision
making at critical stages of resource distribution as
well as during implementation throughout the
ﬁscal cycle.

Addressing Financing Challenges for
SDGs
An exploratory meeting with Finance Department
was held in October 2018 with members of Finance
Department and Public Finance Management
(PFM) programme team, Government of Sindh. As
pilot activity, Finance Department has initiated
mapping of SDG 4 at level of targets and indicators.
Exploratory meeting was also held with Acumen,
Pakistan. The meeting focused on prospects of
future engagements with UNDP on collaborating
towards creating an SDGs fund through Social
Impact Financing which could support areas of
Health, Education, Climate Change and Economic
Growth etc.

Table 2: Summary Activities: Sindh Unit
Goal 2
Zero Hunger

l

l

Goal 4

l
Thematic Sub-Committee on Health.
Goal 3
Quality Educa lon Consultation on localization Framework -led
Good Health
by WHO.
and
Well-being

Goal 4
Quality
Education

l
l

Goal 6
Clean Water
and
Sanitation.

l

l
l

l

Goal 13
Climate Action
Goal 14
Life Below
Water
Goal 15
Life on land
Goal 17
Partnerships
for the Goals

Thematic Sub-Committee on Water and
Sanitation (Local Government, and public
health engineering.
SDGs 6 Localization Workshop.
Participations in Sindh Water and Sanitation
Conference By Hands.
Participation in World water day Event By
Water Aid and Local Government Department.
Research study on cost of climate change
inaction.

l

Thematic Sub-Committee on Agriculture,
livestock and Fisheries.

l

Thematic Sub-Committee on Agricultures,
Livestock and Fisheries.

l

Foresight Workshop
Provincial Technical Committee Meeting
Parliamentary Task Force Meeting
Core Group Meetings
Partnership with Institute of Business
Administration to proliferate Increased
engagement of Academia and Youth .
Civil Society Dialogue on localization of
Agenda 2030 Sindh.
Private Sector Scoping Study
Consultations with Private Sector in
collaboration with Pakistan Center of
Philanthropy
Consultations with Private Sector on reporting
on SDGs with Tundra Fonder

l
l
l
l

l

l

Pilot Initiative for SDGs
l
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Thematic Sub-Committee on Education.
Consultation on SDGs 4 Paper.

l

l

In collaboration with Government of Sindh, and
SDGs Support Unit Sindh, Thar Foundation of Engro
Thar Coal Mining company, is endeavoring to
create Islamkot, Tharparkar a model SDG Taluka
where multiple SDGs will be addressed. In
Tharparkar, where 87% of the population is living in
poverty, Thar Foundation will help government of
Sindh proliferate a best practice in localization and
implementation of Agenda 2030, in multiple high
priority SDGs.

Thematic Sub -Committee on Agriculture,
Livestock and Fisheries.
Session By FAO.
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Localization Case Study:
Transforming Islamkot into a Model SDG Taluka
Earlier this year, an agreement was signed between
Government of Sindh, SDGs Support Unit Sindh,
UNDP Pakistan, Thar Foundation of Sindh Engro
Coal Mining company (SECMC), to create Islamkot,
Tharparker a model SDG Taluka where multiple
SDGs will be addressed.
In Tharparker, where 87% of the population is living
in poverty, Thar Foundation will help Government
of Sindh proliferate a best practice in localization
and implementation of Agenda 2030, in high
priority SDGs, with the technical support from
SDGs Support Unit Sindh.
Gender: Thar Foundation is working with the aim to
promote gender equality and ensure
empowerment of women at all levels in Tharparkar.
Keeping this in mind, ﬁrst ever all-womenmanaged Marvi Women Complex in Thar has been
established including entrepreneurs, artisans,
technicians and emerging sectors. In addition to
the above, ﬁrst ever Women Dump Truck Drivers
Program was initiated where 25 Thari women are
being trained as heavy dump truck drivers.
Water: To improve water supply, as of now, four
Reverse Osmosis plants have been installed,
supplying RO drinking water to all residents of
Block-II. Thar Foundation envisions that within 5
years, all Tharis in the project aﬀected area will have
access to safe drinking water.
Currently, Thar Foundation is contributing towards
the areas of education, healthcare, human resource
development, livelihood, infrastructure, drinking
water, women empowerment, culture & heritage,
youth development and disaster management.
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Education: Currently, 24 schools have been
established with an expenditure of PKR 600 million
which have the capacity to impart aﬀordable,
quality education to 5000 Thari students in
collaboration with TCF and Charter for Compassion.
Health: Thar Foundation has been contributing
towards immunization and basic health care needs
of Thari people. As of now, 100% Hepatitis B and C
vaccination has been completed in Block-II &
Gorano. More than 100 patients have undergone
free surgery for Cataract and Marvi Mother & Child
Clinic currently runs free OPD and medicines
service for 7 days a week.
The initiative represents a successful and eﬀective
public-private partnership model, with a leading
role of the private sector in accelerating progress
towards Agenda 2030 and attainment of 17 SDGs.
The pilot has potential for replication across other
areas.
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Establishment of Institutional
Coordination Mechanisms
Balochistan SDGs Support Unit in coordination
with Strengthening Electoral Reforms and
Legislative Project (SELP) had established
Parliamentary Task Force (PTF) in the year 2017 and
re-notiﬁed it on 2nd November 2018 under the
chairmanship of Speaker Balochistan Assembly,
comprising newly elected provincial assembly
members. The Task Force will build an alliance with
key stakeholders and institutions in the
development sector of Balochistan under the SDG
lens.
In addition to Provincial Technical Committee
(PTC), which was notiﬁed on 1st August 2017, ﬁve
District Coordination Committees on SDGs, and
ﬁve thematic committees are being notiﬁed as ToRs
have already been developed and shared with
Planning and Development Department (P&DD)
for notiﬁcation [E18-19-20]. For the District
Coordination Committees, SDGs guidelines have
been developed for Deputy Commissioners (DCs).
The ﬁve notiﬁed thematic committees on SDGs
comprise: Employment Generation &
Management; Water, Energy & Environment;
Health; Agriculture; and Education. A meeting was
held with UN WOMEN for the alignment of
Balochistan Gender Policy with SDGs.

Development of SDGs Framework
A stakeholder consultative meeting on SDGs was
held for development of SDGs framework for
Balochistan on 26th October 2018. The divisional
consultative workshops on SDGs were also held in
December 2018 for stocktaking of planning and
implementation process of development schemes
including SDGs related schemes, and to identify
issues and constraints at provincial and district
level planning and implementation.
The ﬁndings will strengthen the understanding of
the planning and implementation mechanisms as
part of SDGs Framework for Balochistan. In
collaboration with UNDP, Government of
Balochistan had earlier prepared “Balochistan
Comprehensive Development Strategy (BCDS)
2013-2020.” Under the Project “MAPS for SDGs”,
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Government of Balochistan has decided to update
BCDS and align it with SDGs and CPEC with the new
name “Balochistan Comprehensive Development
and Growth Strategy (BCDGS) 2019 -25.”

Foresight Workshop
Balochistan SDGs Support Unit conducted a twoday Foresight Workshop on Strategic Planning to
build the capacity of Government line
departments, CSOs, Academia, Youth and Media. It
was a systematic, participatory, future-intelligencegathering and medium-to-long-term visionbuilding process aimed at enabling present-day
decisions and mobilizing joint action.

Advocacy and Awareness Raising
The Unit has developed a costed Communication
Action Plan and has undertaken radio Shows,
display of promotion material on SDGs and
installation of billboard to catch the eyes of the
public. Twitter ID and Facebook pages have been
created with the name “Balochistan SDGs Support
Unit” while a website is currently being developed.
The Unit also conduc ted youth sessions,
consultation on SDG 16, orientation session for
Bureau of Curriculum (BoC) staﬀ, Teacher union,
Provincial Institute for Teacher Education (PPIU),
and Ed uc atio n D epar tm ent, B a l o c his tan.
S econdar y Education. Also, the Unit has
coordinated with National Institute of
Management (NIM), Quetta for the inclusion of
SDGs in NIM syllabus. Department has issued
notiﬁcation for constitution of the Supervisory and
Curriculum Development Committee

Addressing Data Challenges
Balochistan SDGs Support Unit had also facilitated
the Training of Trainers (ToT) on Multiple Indicator
Cluster Surveys (MICS) organized by P&DD. MICS 6,
which is being done, in Balochistan, covers 34 SDGs
indicators and its completion will show the status of
the covered SDGs indicators at the district level. The
baseline is one of the major tasks in the scope of
work of Balochistan SDGs Framework.
Balochistan SDG Support Unit carried out an
analysis on development challenges &
opportunities in Balochistan and PSDP analysis for
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Establishment of Institutional
Coordination Mechanisms

BALOCHISTAN
SDGs SUPPORT
UNIT
SDGs Support Unit Balochistan has
been established in Planning &
Development Department,
Government of Balochistan.
The Unit works in coordination with
the National SDGs Unit, that has been
established in the Ministry of
Planning, Development and Reform
as well as Federal and Provincial
Parliamentary Task Forces.
The SDGs Support Unit is working
with line departments, as well as UN
Agencies, civil society organizations,
academia and the private sector to
integrate the strategies and policies
with the 2030 Agenda and
implement sustainable development
goals in Balochistan, contributing
towards accelerating progress in
Pakistan.

Balochistan SDGs Support Unit in coordination
with Strengthening Electoral Reforms and
Legislative Project (SELP) had established
Parliamentary Task Force (PTF) in the year 2017 and
re-notiﬁed it on 2nd November 2018 under the
chairmanship of Speaker Balochistan Assembly,
comprising newly elected provincial assembly
members. The Task Force will build an alliance with
key stakeholders and institutions in the
development sector of Balochistan under the SDG
lens.
In addition to Provincial Technical Committee
(PTC), which was notiﬁed on 1st August 2017, ﬁve
District Coordination Committees on SDGs, and
ﬁve thematic committees are being notiﬁed as ToRs
have already been developed and shared with
Planning and Development Department (P&DD)
for notiﬁcation [E18-19-20]. For the District
Coordination Committees, SDGs guidelines have
been developed for Deputy Commissioners (DCs).
The ﬁve notiﬁed thematic committees on SDGs
comprise: Employment Generation &
Management; Water, Energy & Environment;
Health; Agriculture; and Education. A meeting was
held with UN WOMEN for the alignment of
Balochistan Gender Policy with SDGs.

Development of SDGs Framework
A stakeholder consultative meeting on SDGs was
held for development of SDGs framework for
Balochistan on 26th October 2018. The divisional
consultative workshops on SDGs were also held in
December 2018 for stocktaking of planning and
implementation process of development schemes
including SDGs related schemes, and to identify
issues and constraints at provincial and district
level planning and implementation.
The ﬁndings will strengthen the understanding of
the planning and implementation mechanisms as
part of SDGs Framework for Balochistan. In

MAINSTREAMING, ACCELERATING,
POLICY SUPPORT FOR SDGS IN PAKISTAN PROJECT

ANNUAL REPORT, 2018

23

Development Advocate Pakistan (DAP) special
issue on Balochistan. The initiative will provide an
opportunity to see how much the ﬁnancial ﬂows
are aligned to the development priorities that will
come from the SDGs Framework for Balochistan
which is being formulated. In addition, it will
educate the Government of Balochistan for funds
allocation accordingly.
Table 3: Summary Activities: Balochistan Unit
Goal 2
Zero Hunger

l

Thematic Sub-Committee on Agriculture

Goal 3
l
Thematic Sub-Committee on Health
Goal 4
Good Health
l
Consultation on localization Framework -led
Quality
Educa
on
and
By WHO
Well-being
l

Goal 4
Quality
Education

l

l

Goal 6
Clean Water
and
Sanitation.

l

Thematic Sub-Committee on Water Energy &
Environment

l

Thematic Sub-Committee on Employment
Generation and Management

l

Thematic Sub-Committee on Water Energy &
Environment.

Goal 14
Life Below
Water

l

Thematic Sub-Committee on Agriculture.

Goal 15
Life on land

l

Thematic Sub-Committee on Agriculture.

l

Foresight Workshop.
Provincial Technical Committee Meeting.
Parliamentary Task Force Meetings.
District Administration Committee.
Development of Costed Communication
action plan, Website, Promotional Material,
Billboard, Standees, Banners, Merchandize,
Social media, Channels, Radio shows.
Youth Engagements.
Pilot initiative for localization of SDGs.

Goal 8
Decent Work
and Economic
Growth
Goal 13
Climate Action

l

Awareness raising session for youth by SDGs
Support Unit Balochistan

Goal 17
Partnerships
for the Goals

l
l
l

l
l
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Thematic Sub-Committee on Education
Orientation session conducted on SDGs for
Bureau of Curriculum (BOC) staﬀ, Teacher
Education (PPIU),and Education Department,
Balochastan
SDGs Unit's representation in supervisory and
Curriculum Development Committee.
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Establishment of Institutional
Coordination Mechanism

KHYBER
PAKHTUNKHWA
SDGs SUPPORT
UNIT
The SDGs Support Unit KP is
established in Planning and
Development Department,
Government of KP, to provide
coordination and support to
respective federal ministries and
line departments.
The Unit is actively undertaking
coordination, reporting, and
monitoring progress towards SDGs,
and providing policy, research, and
knowledge management support for
the Goals. At the same time, the team
is working creating awareness
amongst stakeholders about the
Agenda 2030 and the Goals by
engaging them through multiple
communication activities and tools.

A Provincial Steering/Technical Committee was
notiﬁed by the unit to provide strategic oversight
for achieving Agenda 2030. For garnering political
support and establishing an oversight
arrangement for SDGs, Parliamentary Task Force
has been established and segregated into four
diﬀerent clusters of Economic, Social,
Environmental and Governance. These clusters are
working closely with the unit to localize and
operationalize the SDGs in the province through
alignment of policies and plans, strengthening of
monitoring and reporting capacities, alignment of
ﬁnancing ﬂows and identiﬁcation of innovative
approaches to accelerate the progress towards
achieving SDGs.
In cognizance of the broad base of the SDGs
agenda, the unit initiated the process of
engagement with multiple stakeholders: private
sector, development partners, academia and
youth. In this regard, Development Partners
Coordination and Departmental Focal Persons
Committees have been notiﬁed.
The Unit was added to the Technical Advisory
Committee established for the preparation of
Sustainable Development Strategy (SDS 20192023) KP, wherein, SDGs have been declared as a
guiding principle. SDGs Support Unit KP was also
included by P&D Department in the team identiﬁed
for the ﬁnalization of Provincial WASH strategy
under Goal 6.
operationalize the SDGs in the province through
alignment of policies and plans, strengthening of
monitoring and reporting capacities, alignment of
ﬁnancing ﬂows and identiﬁcation of innovative
approaches to accelerate the progress towards
achieving SDGs.
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Development of SDGs Framework
The development of SDGs framework for KP has
already been initiated. The Framework will set
provincial SDGs priorities in short, medium and
long term and will provide guidelines to the
departments for making informed policy decisions
judicious allocation of resources towards
mainstreaming and implementation of SDGs.

Multi-Stakeholder Consultation
The meeting on Multi-Stakeholder Consultation on
Data Gap Analysis Report 2017 was held. The
meeting was attended by depar tmental
representatives, members of provincial steering/
technical committee and representative of UNDP
from Islamabad.
Federal Unit Islamabad presented the data gap
analysis report in detail and oriented participants
about the SDGs speciﬁc indicators and the standing
and endorsement of KP Government on ensuring
the data availability. Development of Indicator
wise baseline report is underway in KP.

Table 4: Summary Activities: KP Unit
Goal 6
Clean Water
and
Sanitation.
Goal 17
Partnerships
for the Goals

l

Administration to proliferate
Increased engagement of Academia
and Youth .

l

Civil Society Dialogue on
localization of Agenda 2030 Sindh.
Private Sector Scoping Study
Consultations with Private Sector in
collaboration with Pakistan Center
of Philanthropy
Consultations with Private Sector on
reporting on SDGs with Tundra
Fonder

l
l

l

Participant of a stakeholder consultation by KP
SDGs Support Unit
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DEVELOPMENT
OF VOLUNTARY
NATIONAL
REVIEW REPORT
In June 2019 government of
Pakistan presented its ﬁrst
Voluntary National Review Report
at the High-Level Political Forum
(HLPF), United Nations
Voluntary national reviews (VNRs) are
part of the follow-up on SDGs at the
HLPF, United Nations. These reviews
are voluntary, state-led, undertaken
by both developed and developing
countries, and provide a platform for
partnerships. It provides possibility of
sharing experiences, including
successes, challenges and lessons
learned, with a view to accelerate the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda.
The process of VNR preparation
commenced with a National Level
Consultation on VNR in which all
federal ministries, relevant provincial
P&DDs, CSOs, international
development partners, media, private
sector, parliamentarians and
academia participated. Following this
consultation, provinces were
communicated to identify
stakeholders in each working group
and to initiate working with them on
the VNR content.
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These multi-stakeholder consultations have been
used to guide overall data collection, and
compilation under the supervision of provincial
governments and their respective SDGs Support
Units.
The SDGs Section devised a comprehensive
strategy to ensure the VNR preparation inclusive
and smooth which included, concept note on VNR,
preparation process, guidelines, VNR scope,
working group compositions and outcomes
expected etc.
On 24th of October 2018, Federal SDGs Support
Unit in collaboration with SDGs Section MoPDR
arranged a national consultation on VNR. VNR is a
political commitment of Pakistan to be presented
at HLPF.
However, to make the entire process participatory
and inclusive all relevant stakeholders from federal
and provincial public, private, academia, think
tanks, civil society and non-govt organizations
were invited. The event spanned over two and half
hours arranged in auditorium of Planning
Commission. Member Social Sector welcomed the
participants and introduced the VNR.
Provincial consultations on Voluntary National
Review (VNR) were carried out in November 2018
including representation from SDGs focal Persons
from Line Departments, UN Agencies, Civil Society,
Private Sector, Youth, Media and Academia from
the provinces.
The consolidated inputs from diﬀerent
stakeholders will be made part of the VNR report to
be submitted to Federal SDGs Unit in December
2018.
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LESSONS LEARNT
Country's Political Stability

Advocacy and Sensitization

Pakistan's economy is facing chronic problems like
slower economic growth, political instability,
corruption, bad governance, and debt, among
others. The availability of limited ﬁnancial resources
is hindering the government to fulﬁll its priority
towards social sector development projects, thus,
resulting in delayed progress towards sustainable
development goals.

Advocacy and sensitization at the provincial and
district level are keys to ensuring eﬀective adoption
and localization of SDGs. SDGs, being an ambitious
agenda, require strong and persistent advocacy for
maximum awareness and overall commitment. In
this connection, the onboarding and active
involvement of Academia, civil society
organizations, youth, Parliamentarians and media
is required from province to district levels to help
localize SDGs and accelerate progress towards
Agenda 2030.

The establishment of new local governments (LGs)
provides an opportunity for accelerated progress
on localization and implementation of SDGs at the
local level. The new LGs can help move past the
existing limited capacity issues, discrepancies in
the organizational and governance structures and
lack of resources to deliver services and enable
SDGs Support Units to work closely to ensure that
SDGs are integrated in local planning and vis-à-vis
track development process.

Coordination Mechanism
Eﬀective and eﬃcient coordination is the ﬁrst step
to streamline SDGs Agenda at national, provincial
and district level. Though the Units are actively
coordinating with the relevant public sectors such
as ministries, line departments, and
research/statistical organizations, coordination
within the public-sector departments and
organizations is not very robust, and policies and
plans are not entirely developed with consultation.
To address the ﬁrst constraint, communication
mechanism of public sector was adopted, and it
helped to complete the ﬁrst phase of consultations
with SDG focal persons in relevant ministries and
line departments.
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Data Challenges
The challenges of data are huge, across social,
economic and environmental dimensions of
sustainable development. With existing statistical
capacities at the national and provincial level,
monitoring on SDGs indicators will remain a key
challenge that will also compromise the process of
informed public policy making. The situation even
deteriorates, when it comes to the district level. The
existing challenge of data availability is also
hindering the process of identiﬁcation of provincial
SDGs priorities and it will further cause serious
problems for SDG-responsive policies in all
provinces.

Private Sector Engagement
Pakistan has a large private sector and a vibrant civil
society including an extensive network of nongovernment and civil society organizations. The
SDGs Agenda realizes the pertinent role of the
private and non-govt sector in development of the
county and endorse their full participation at each
stage of SDGs Agenda implementation.
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KEY PRIORITIES FOR 2019

Policies Review: The Units will
continue reviewing policies of
priority sectors and
recommend further research as
well as presenting the policy
briefs to relevant ministries/line
departments.

National Implementation Plan
of SDGs. Units will work on
d e ve l o p m e n t o f N a t i o n a l
Implementation Plan for
Agenda 2030.

National SDGs Framework for
Monitoring and Evaluation
SDGs: M&E Framework for SDGs
will be ﬁnalized in year 2019
after the baseline and target
setting and completion of
dashboard.

Strategy for Media
Engagement: Media can play a
positive role in transformation
of society Units will formulate a
strategy that how this widely
accessible and impactful
medium can be utilized to reach
the SDGs targets.

National SDGs Framework for
Monitoring and Evaluation
SDGs: M&E Framework for SDGs
will be ﬁnalized in year 2019
after the baseline and target
setting and completion of
dashboard.

Developing Private Sector
Engagement Framework for
SDGs: Units will ensure active
engagement of private sector
in the achievement of SDGs
agenda.

Financing of SDGs: Costing of
SDGs is a key milestone in the
implementation of SDGs
Agenda. A study will be
initiated to get the approximate
implementation cost of SDGs.
The results will be presented to
the government to allocate the
budget to those Goals which
have multiplier eﬀect on the
remaining. Provincial Units will
also be engaged for
consultation and feedback.

Developing Private Sector
Analysis of ADP/PSDP: Units
plans to analyse the 2019 ADPs
and PSDP and will prepare a
report as well as a study will be
carried out to ﬁnd impact of
budget allocation on SDGs
outcomes. In addition, studies
will be conducted on
calculating the cost of
remittances and proposing
ADG-aligned changes in the
National Finance Commission
Award.

Development of Framework for
Engagement of Academia:
Considering the role that
academia can play in the
development of country, the
Units will establish partnerships
with academia on priority. This
focused approach will help to
increase awareness about the
youth on concept of poverty
and sustainability of 2030
Agenda and get familiar in
advance with the development
sector as a future professional.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF
ANNUAL REVIEW 2017
SDGs declared as national development agenda in February 2016 through unanimous
parliamentary resolution.
UNDP – Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform started a joint imitative to
implement SDGs through MAPS (mainstreaming, acceleration, policy support) approach.
This initiative was initially launched for ﬁve-year “National Initiative for SDGs.”
An innovative institutional mechanism has been developed for eﬀective horizontal and
vertical coordination along with oversight of SDGs related activities and management
arrangements.

SDGs Project Board and Steering Committee provide strategic guidance for SDGs
implementation at Federal and provincial levels.

At provincial level, thematic and technical committees were formulated to review the
progress on SDGs, highlighting keys issues and proposing recommendation for eﬀective
implementation of the annual workplan.
A National SDGs Framework was developed by the Federal SDGs Support Unit, with the
broader objectives of a) transformation of international development goals into national
development goals, b) identiﬁcation and prioritization of national goals and targets, c) a
guiding document for future development strategies i.e. short, medium and long-run, d)
devising institutional coordination (both horizontal and vertical) and e) designing of
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms.

Divisional workshop and seminars were conducted for advocacy and awareness of SDGs
at local level.

National Local Government Summit was conducted to sensitize local leadership on SDGs.

SDGs Monitoring, Reporting and Evaluation Capacities are strengthened through analysis
of national data eco-system and launching of Data Reporting Gaps study.
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SDGs Categorisation
Category - 1
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

SDG2:
SDG3:
SDG4:
SDG6:
SDG7:
SDG8:
SDG16:

Zero Hunger
Good Health and Well Being
Quality Education
Clean Water and Sanitation
Aﬀordable and Clean Energy
Decent Work and Economic Growth
Peace. Justice and Strong Institutions

Category - 2
l
l
l
l
l
l

SDG1: No Poverty
SDG5: Gender Equality
SDG9: Industry Innovation & Infrastructure
SDG10: Reduced Inequalities
SDG11: Sustainable Cities and Communities
SDG17: Partnerships for the Goals

Category - 3
l
l
l
l
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SDG12: Responsible Consumption and Production
SDG13: Climate Action
SDG14: Life below Water
SDG15: Life on Land
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National Initiative on Sustainable development Goals
Room # 323, Ministry of Planning Development and Reform
P-Block, Pakistan Secretariat, Sector F-5, Islamabad, Pakistan
T: +92 51 9222101
F: +92 51 9222102

PUNJAB

SINDH

BALOCHISTAN

KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA

Lahore

Karachi

Quetta

Peshawar

Punjab SDGs Support unit,
Bureau of Statistics building,
Trade Centre Block,
Ayub Chowk, M.A. Johar town,
Lahore, Pakistan
T: +92 42 992 32921

Sindh SDGs Support Unit,
D-50, P.E.C.H.S, Block 6,
Shahrah-e-faisal,
karachi, Pakistan
T: + 92 21 34555034-35

Balochistan SDGs Support unit,
Oﬃce # 9-B,
Chaman Housing Scheme,
Airport Road,
Quetta, Pakistan
T: +92 81 2864288

KP SDGs Support Unit,
SDU Building,
Khyber Road,
Peshawar Cantt, Pakistan
T: +92 91 9210251

Azad Jammu & Kashmir

Gilgit Baltistan

Muzaﬀarabad

Gilgit

AJ&K SDGs Support unit
Planning & Development Department,
Kashmir plan House, Block 11,
New Secretariat,
Muzaﬀarabad, AJ&K
T: +92 5822 921319

GB SDGs Support unit,
Planning & Development Department
Civil Secretariat, VVIP Road,
Near DHQ Hospital,
Gilgit, GB

