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INTRODUCTION

SDGs.	These	SDGs	Support	Units	actively	coordinate,	
monitor, report, provide policy support, research, 
and create awareness among diverse stakeholders 
for achievement of SDGs. 

Year 2020 and 2021 were very challenging for SDGs 
implementation,	which	was	compromised	due	to	the	
global	 pandemic	 of	 COVID-19.	 The	 Government	 of	
Pakistan dealt with the pandemic with two prognosed 
strategy that included saving people from the disease 
and	 adopting	 smart	 lockdown	 policy,	 allowing	 the	
economic	activities	to	continue	to	save	people	from	
hunger.	 Besides,	 all	 possible	 efforts	 were	 made	 to	
achieve the annual targets of the project. 

The Annual Progress Report 2021 charts progress 
of the project, SDGs Support Units, challenges, and 
lessons learnt during the year 2021, highlights key 
priorities	 and	 way	 forward	 for	 the	 year	 2022.	 The	
implementation	of	the	Annual	Work	Plan	(AWP)	was	
considerably	affected	due	to	COVID-19	during	2020	
and	 2021.	 However,	 virtual	 communication	 modes	
helped the Units work closely with federal ministries, 
provincial line department and private stakeholders 
in achieving their goals. 

Federal SDGs Support Unit prepared the SDGs Status 
Report	 2021	 in	 collaboration	 with	 all	 SDGs	 Units	
which	was	a	milestone	in	documenting	the	progress	
of	Pakistan	on	SDGs.	The	 two	meetings	of	National	
Economic	 Council	 (NEC)	 Sub-	 Committee	 and	 one	
meeting	 of	 the	 Project	 Board	 were	 held	 in	 2021.	
During this year, the Federal SDGs Unit consistently 
worked	with	 the	Pakistan	Bureau	of	 Statistics	 (PBS)	
to	 reduce	 data	 gaps	 for	 effective	 monitoring	 and	
reporting	of	SDGs.	

AJ&K SDGs Support Unit successfully developed 
SDGs	 Framework,	 Education	 Policy	 2021-30	 and	 a	
report	 Institutional	&	Policy	Environments	 for	SDGs	
in AJ&K which were approved by the relevant forums. 
Besides, AJ&K Health Policy and AJ&K Youth Policy 
are	also	finalized.	

GB SDGs Unit kept working closely with the Planning 
& Development Department and focused on several 
research studies like ‘Research Study on Tourism 
Destination	 Development	 and	 Management	 Plan	
for	 three	 selected	 zones	 in	 Gilgit-Baltistan’	 to	
analyse	 three	 key	 tourism	 zones	 in	 Gilgit-Baltistan.	
Two other reports were also developed by the Unit 
titled,	 ‘Implementing	SDGs	 in	GB	and	Way	forward’	

In	 September	 2015,	 national	 governments	 across	
the	world	adopted	the	2030	Agenda	for	Sustainable	
Development.	This	global	“plan	of	action	for	people,	
planet and prosperity” is anchored on 17 Sustainable 
Development	Goals	(SDGs),	the	agenda’s	monitoring	
framework	that	captures	universal	aspirations	across	
three dimensions of sustainable development: 
economic growth, social development and 
environmental	protection.	The	National	Initiative	for	
SDGs	(NISDGs)	project	is	a	collaboration	between	the	
Government	 of	 Pakistan	 and	 UNDP	 for	 localization	
of	 SDGs	 through	 Mainstreaming,	 Acceleration	 and	
Policy	Support	 (MAPS)	approach	 implementation	at	
the	national,	provincial,	and	regional	level.	Localizing	
the	Agenda	at	the	lowest	tier	and	creating	an	enabling	
environment	for	 its	 implementation	are	the	core	of	
the	implementation	framework.

The Project has four interlinked, mutually reinforcing 
outputs:	(1)	plans,	policies	and	resource	allocation	are	
aligned	to	2030	Agenda;	(2)	monitoring,	reporting	and	
evaluation	capacities	are	strengthened;	(3)	financing	
flows	are	increasingly	aligned	with	the	2030	Agenda;	
and	(4)	piloting	innovative	approaches	to	accelerate	
progress.	 The	 project	 includes	 activities	 at	 federal,	
provincial	 and	 district	 levels	 with	 the	 participation	
of	 diverse	 stakeholders	 and	 facilitating	 vertical	 and	
horizontal	coordination.

Under	 the	 initiative,	 SDGs	 Support	Units	were	 also	
established	 at	 national,	 provincial,	 and	 regional	
level.	At	the	national	level,	the	Federal	SDGs	Support	
Unit was established at the Ministry of Planning, 
Development	 and	 Special	 Initiatives	 (MoP&SI),	 and	
similar units were also established with the Planning 
and Development Departments of the four provinces 
(Sindh,	 Punjab,	 Balochistan,	 Khyber	 Pakhtunkhwa),	
and	 two	 regions	 (Azad	 Jammu	 and	 Kashmir	 and	
Gilgit-	 Baltistan)	 with	 the	 mandate	 to	 ensure	
institutionalization	of	SDGs	for	policy	mainstreaming,	
effective	coordination,	to	act	as	knowledge-hub,	and	
providing	policy	advice	 to	 respective	ministries	and	
line	departments	for	localization	and	implementation	
of SDGs.  

This	 initiative	 brought	 together	 the	 planning,	
financing,	and	statistical	 institutions	to	work	closely	
to	 form	 the	 basis	 of	 SDGs	 implementation	 in	 the	
country	 and	 to	 provide	 coordination	 and	 advisory	
support	 to	 the	 respective	 governments	 and	 line	
departments for policy coherence and planning for 
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and ‘Health Sector for Integrated Five-year Socio-
Economic Development Plan GB’.

Sindh	SDGs	Support	Unit	in	collaboration	with	P&DD	
and other line departments updated the Sindh SDGs 
Framework	 with	 target	 level	 prioritization.	 It	 also	
developed the Results Management Framework to 
provide guidance to line departments to track SDGs 
Indicators in line with their programmes. Another 
major success of the Unit’s was the establishment of 
SDGs	Section	in	P&DD,	Sindh	as	per	the	decision	of	
the	NEC-Sub	Committee	on	SDGs.

Punjab	 SDGs	 Support	 Unit	 in	 collaboration	 with	
P&DD and other line departments developed the 
Punjab SDGs Framework which was approved by the 
SDGs Advisory Council. The Unit also supported the 
Planning & Development Board for developing several 
chapters for the Annual Development Programme 
2021-22 for numerous line departments from SDGs 

perspective.

The	 KP	 SDGs	 Support	 Unit	 initiated	 the	 process	 of	
development	 of	 SDG	 Accelerated	 Implementation	
Frameworks	(AIF)	 for	Health,	Education,	Agriculture	
and	Energy	Sector.	The	unit	also	kept	supporting	the	
P&DD for alignment of ADP 2021-22 with SDGs.

Balochistan SDGs Support Unit and UNDP Pakistan 
signed	 a	 Letter	 of	 Agreement	 with	 University	 of	
Balochistan for embedding SDGs in the University’s 
curriculum	 and	 promoting	 SDGs	 related	 research.	
Other	 educational	 institutions	 like	 Sardar	 Bahadur	
Khan	 Women	 University	 Quetta	 and	 Balochistan	
University	 of	 Information	 Technology,	 Engineering	
and Management Sciences were also engaged for this 
purpose.	The	Unit	also	held	provincewide	orientation	
sessions	on	SDGs	for	District	SDGs	Committees.
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FEDERAL SDGs SUPPORT UNIT HIGHLIGHTS OF 2021

practices.	

ii. To devise the strategy to conduct 
the	 next	 census,	 in	 Pakistan,	 digitally.	
The strategy will have details of the 
complete infrastructure design and clear 
identification	 of	 potential	 technological	
hazards	 to	 be	 faced	 in	 conducting	 the	
census digitally. Accordingly, the strategy 
will have a risk management component 
to	address	these	potential	threats.	

iii. To	devise	a	detailed	action	plan	along	with	
its	 assumptions,	 stakeholder	 analysis,	
their	 responsibilities	 for	 the	 adoption	
of	modern	data	 collection	&	monitoring	
mechanisms to improve data quality and 
its	timelines.

 • The Project Board	 of	 National	 Initiative	 of	
Sustainable	Development	Goals	(NISDGs)	chaired	
by	 the	 Secretary	 MoPD&SI	 held	 its	 meeting	 in	
March	2021.	In	this	meeting	the	board	encouraged	
the strengthening of regional SDGs Units and 
decided	 that	 a	 formal	 mechanism	 for	 better	
coordination	 among	 all	 stakeholders	 especially	
all ministries and provincial line departments was 
required. 

 • The	 Federal	 SDGs	Unit	 convened	 two	meetings	
of National Economic Council (NEC) Sub-
Committee in January and December 2021 in 
which the federal ministries and provincial line 
departments were directed to develop workable 
action	plan	on	the	priority	targets	identifies	in	all	
SDGs frameworks.  It was decided in the second 
meeting	 that	 Pakistan	 will	 produce	 a	 country	
report	 on	 Voluntary	 National	 Review	 in	 the	
following year.

 • The Unit developed a chapter on SDGs 
implementation	in	the	Three	Years	Rolling	Growth	
Strategy	2021-23.

 • The	Unit	in	collaboration	with	the	SDGs	Section,	
MoPD&SI	 compiled	 the	 Data	 Reporting	 Gaps	
Study 2021. 

 • The Unit is providing technical support to the 
National	 Assembly	 SDGs	 Taskforce	 Secretariat	
for	 the	 development	 of	 National	 level	 SDGs	
Scorecard. 

 • The	Unit	in	collaboration	with	UNICEF	developed	

 • The SDGs Status Report 2021 was prepared to 
showcase Pakistan’s progress on SDGs along with 
an analysis of the current data ecosystem. An 
extensive	 exercise	 was	 conducted	 with	 federal,	
provincial, and regional SDGs Units by taking 
into	 consideration	 data’s	 relevance,	 definition,	
source,	 coverage,	 method	 of	 computation	 and	
level	of	disaggregation.	

 • The	SDGs	Section	and	the	Federal	SDGs	Support	
Unit	collaborated	with	Sightsavers	International,	
to make SDGs dashboard more disability 
inclusive.	 A	 mapping	 exercise	 was	 conducted	
for	 identification	 of	 disability-related	 data	
sources at all government levels and a list of 
targets and indicators which required disability 
disaggregation.	 Resultantly,	 the	 national	 SDGs	
dashboard is now more disability inclusive. 

 • The	 Unit	 held	 consultations	 with	 the	 Capital	
Development	 Authority	 (CDA)	 in	 collaboration	
with	 the	 Sightsavers	 to	 analyse	 the	 existing	
infrastructure in Islamabad concerning the needs 
of	persons	with	disabilities	(PWD)	

 • CDA	and	District	Administration	Islamabad	Capital	
Territory	 (ICT)	 were	 engaged	 along	 with	 Urban	
Planners and local NGOs for developing a plan to 
introduce complete waste recycling at household 
and commercial levels and development of a 
waste	 management	 plan	 as	 per	 international	
standards. 

 • The 7th	 Population	 and	 Housing	 Census	 of	
Pakistan is planned to be held in 2022 for which 
the Government of Pakistan allocated Rs. 5 billion 
for	its	initial	planning	and	preparatory	activities.	
To	 propose	 the	 first-ever,	 “Digital Census in 
Pakistan”	by	adopting	modern	technologies	and	
developing	 a	 comprehensive	 action	 plan	 for	 its	
successful	 completion	 identifying	 all	 limitations	
and	 risk	mitigation	measures,	 the	 Federal	 SDGs	
Unit conducted a study with the following 
objectives:	

i. To	 conduct	 a	 detailed	 comparative	
analysis of a set of countries that 
conducted digital census including mode 
of	 data	 collection,	 and	 mechanisms	
adopted	along	with	identification	of	their	
limitations.	This	analysis	will	also	consider	
the best regional/global digital census 
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the	Evaluation	Policy	Guidebook	etc.	

 • The	 Expenditure	 Tracking	 System	 for	 SDGs	
expenditure	mapping	in	collaboration	with	FABS	
was	initiated	in	2021.	

 • The	Unit	worked	 in	 close	 coordination	with	 the	
Pakistan	Bureau	of	Statistics	(PBS)	and	provided	
technical	 support	 for	 compilation	 of	 SDGs	
related	data	and	international	reporting	on	SDGs	
indicators	 related	 to	 administration	 of	 several	
ministries and departments. 

 • After	the	estimation	of	Multidimensional	Poverty	
Index	(MPI)	and	MPI	Plus	2021,	the	Federal	SDGs	

Unit	 Unit	 coordinated	with	 Oxford	 Poverty	 and	
Human	 Development	 Initiative	 (OPHI)	 for	 the	
vetting	of	results.	

 • The Unit was selected to become  a part of the 
working group formed by the Ministry of Climate 
Change	for	the	data	collection	and	reporting	on	
environment related data. 

 • The Unit consolidated the current and 
development	 expenditure	 mapping	 of	 all	 SDGs	
from	2017-18	and	2019-20	for	federal,	provincial,	
and	 regional	 governments	using	Annual	Benefit	
Statements. 

Project Board meeting of NISDGs took place in March 2021 in islamabad
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AZAD JAMMU & KASHMIR SDGs SUPPORT UNIT HIGHLIGHTS OF 2021

 • Two	 community-based	 mobilization	 and	
awareness raising sessions were organized by the 
Unit	for	women,	civil	society	representatives	etc.	
on	their	role	for	the	 implementation	of	SDGs	 in	
AJ&K. 

 • The	unit	participated	in	three	seminars	arranged	
by the Social Welfare and Planning & Development 
Department	on	Social	Protection	and	its	link	with	
SDGs	in	Muzaffarabad.	Mirpur	and	Rawlakot.	

 • Two	meetings	of	 state	 level	 SDGs	 focal	 persons	
thematic	 working	 groups	 were	 convened	 to	
review	 progress	 and	 discuss	 implementation	
related issues of SDGs in AJ&K. 

 • The	Unit	established	baseline	 for	83	out	of	145	
SDGs indicators related to AJ&K, prepared the 
draft	SDGs	data	gap	analysis	report,	and	proposed	
to set standard data protocol.

 • The	 Unit	 supported	 the	 AJK	 Board	 of	 Statistics	
and	 other	 institutions	 like	 Statistical	 Cells	 in	
Government line departments for their capacity 
building	related	to	data	collection,	reporting	and	
analysis. The unit also supported BoS for the 
development	 of	 AJ&K	 Statistical	 Yearbook	 2021	
and	 the	 Academy	 of	 Educational	 Planning	 and	
Management	(AEPAM)	of	the	Ministry	of	Federal	
Education	 and	 Professional	 Training	 for	 data	
collection	on	43	thematic	indicators.		

 • The Unit analysed the Annual Development Plan 
2021-22 of AJ&K, mapped and color coded all 
interventions	/	development	schemes	with	SDGs	
codes which were made a part of the ADP book 
2021-22.	Actual	expenditures	of	ADP	from	2016-
17 to 2020-21 were also mapped to chart their 
relevance with SDGs. The Unit also prepared a 
comprehensive report on, “Mapping the Annual 
Development Programmes 2016/17 to 2020/21 
with SDGs”, each scheme was individually 
mapped against one of the 17 SDGs. Based on 
this analysis, the Government of AJ&K allocated 
34%	more	budget	to	the	social	sector	schemes.

 • The	 Unit	 extended	 its	 technical	 support	 to	
many government line departments for the 
development of PC-1. The Unit supported Women 
Development	 Department	 in	 preparation	 of	 a	
PC-I on Gender Support Services Department and 
another one on Early Childhood Development 

 • The	 AJ&K	 SDGs	 Support	 Unit	 in	 collaboration	
with Planning & Development Department, AJ&K 
and with the technical support of the Federal 
SDGs	Unit	 and	UNDP	Country	Office	developed	
the AJ&K SDGs Framework. This framework 
was	 developed	 in	 consultation	with	 all	 relevant	
public and private stakeholders at district level, 
in-depth desk review, which was endorsed by 
the P&DD and line departments. AJ&K SDGs 
Framework was presented before State Steering 
&	Coordination	Committee	on	28th July 2021 for 
consideration	and	was	unanimously	approved	by	
the	committee.

 • The AJ&K SDGs Support Unit supported AJ&K 
Education	 Department	 in	 the	 formulation	 of	
the AJ&K Education Policy 2021-30, which was 
approved	by	AJ&K	Cabinet	on	24th May 2021.

 • The Unit also developed the report on 
“Institutional & Policy Environments for 
SDGs in AJ&K” to document the level of 
alignment	 between	 the	 policy	 and	 institutional	
environments of AJ&K with the SDGs. As a result 
of	 this	 study,	 it	 was	 determined	 that	 59%	 of	
the policies/mechanisms in place in AJ&K were 
coherent with SDGs. This report was approved by 
the Government of AJ&K.  

 • The Unit provided technical support to the 
Health	 Department	 for	 the	 preparation	 of	
AJ&K Health Policy 2021 and Sports, Youth 
and	 Culture	Department	 for	 the	 formulation	 of	
the AJ&K Youth Policy under the UNDP Youth 
Empowerment Programme. 

 • The Unit also completed review of all the 
available Government sectoral policies, plans 
and strategies in AJ&K and mapped them at the 
target level of SDGs. 

 • As part of the university engagement plan, AJ&K 
SDGs Unit organized four awareness raising 
sessions on SDGs for the students of University 
of AJ&K. IEC and visibility material on SDGs 
was also distributed among students including 
National	Human	Development	Report.	The	Unit	
in	 collaboration	 with	 Planning	 &	 Development	
Department also signed an MoU with the 
University of AJ&K to engage its students and 
faculty members for the development of policy 
papers.  
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(ECD)	 for	 300	 Middle	 Schools	 in	 AJ&K	 with	
Education	 Department.	 It	 also	 supported	 the	
Social Welfare Department in designing a 
questionnaire	for	a	study	to	assess	the	vulnerable	

segments	 of	 the	 population	 in	 AJ&K	 and	 some	
interventions	 under	 UNICEF’s	 Country	 Office	
programme. 
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GB SDGs SUPPORT UNIT HIGHLIGHTS OF 2021

bringing	 about	 innovative	 ideas,	 creative	
solutions	and	support	to	the	unit	and	P&DD	on	
various research studies and documentaries 
for	 the	 next	 year.	 These	 youth	 leaders	 will	 be	
chosen from various districts to ensure equal 
and	 inclusive	representation	 in	 terms	of	gender	
and	 geographical	 representation.	 The	 Unit	 also	
shared	 UNDP’s	 National	 Human	 Development	
Report’s	 findings	 with	 the	 students	 and	 faculty	
members of KIU which set the stage for future 
collaboration	for	SDGs	implementation.	

 • The GB SDGs Support Unit built a good partnership 
with Agha Khan Rural Support Programme 
(AKRSP),	 Social	 Welfare	 Department,	 Women	
Development	 Directorate	 (WDD)	 and	 National	
Commission	 on	 the	 Status	 of	 Women	 (NCSW)	
and	held	 several	 awareness	 raising	activities	on	
gender-based	violence	with	these	organizations.

 • The unit collaborated closely with key line 
departments including Forest and Environment, 
Tourism,	Home,	Social	Welfare,	and	Education	for	
SDGs	implementation.	It	also	engaged	intensively	
with the Social Welfare Department to support 
the	 formulation	 of	 PC-1	 of	 a	 project	 for	 the	
protection	 of	 street	 children	 titled,	 ‘Sahara 
for Street Children’ and the development of a 
mechanism	 for	 the	 efficient	 disbursement	 of	
seed money. The Unit further plans to support 
the	 SDGs	 section	 with	 the	 development	 of	 GB	
Women Empowerment and Environment Policy. 

 • The Unit developed, published, and disseminated 
a report on “Implementing SDGs in GB and Way 
forward”	among	different	stakeholders	in	GB.

 • The GB SDGs Support Unit reviewed all the 
available Government sectoral policies, plans 
and strategies to map them at the targets level of 
SDGs. The Unit also prepared a report/background 
paper on “Health sector for integrated five-year 
socio-economic development plan GB”.

 • The	Unit	 is	 in	coordination	with	key	civil	society	
organizations,	 academia,	 youth	 groups	 etc.	 is	
in	 the	 process	 of	 setting	 up	 a	 consortium	 of	
partners to accelerate the SDGs agenda through 
innovation	 and	 synergizing	 and	 mapping	 all	
development	 efforts	 and	 awareness	 raising	 of	
SDGs.  

 • GB	SDGs	Unit	worked	in	close	coordination	with	

 • GB SDGs Support Unit completed the development 
of all instruments, guidelines, and procedures for 
the	formulation	of	SDGs	prioritization	framework	
for	Gilgit-Baltistan.	

 • After	 the	 November	 2020	 general	 elections	 of	
GB,	the	new	Parliamentary	Task	Force	(PTF)	was	
re-notified	 with	 the	 support	 of	 Gilgit	 Baltistan	
Legislative	Assembly	(GBLA).	

 • The GB SDGs Unit provided technical support 
to the Planning & Development Department for 
the development of ‘GB Five-Year Integrated 
Plan’. The Unit also assisted line departments 
in preparing technical working papers on eight 
thematic	 areas	 while	 embedding	 SDGs	 within	
them,	including	health	and	education.	

 • The GB SDGs Unit produced a consolidated 
mapping report of development budgets for the 
year	2018/19	and	2019/20.

 • The data gap report developed by GB SDGs Unit 
highlighted	significant	issues	with	regards	to	the	
data ecosystem in place in the region. 

 • The GB SDGs Unit conducted a research study, 
‘Research Study on Tourism Destination 
Development and Management Plan for three 
selected zones in Gilgit-Baltistan’ to analyse 
three	 key	 tourism	 zones	 in	 Gilgit-Baltistan,	
identified	 in	 collaboration	 with	 Tourism	 and	
Planning & Development Department. This study 
was	 conducted	 with	 two	 primary	 objectives,	
i.e.,	 identification	 of	 new	 livelihood	 sources	
to	 increase	 income-generation	 for	 the	 local	
communities;	 suggest	 strategies	 to	 improve	 the	
quality	 and	 diversity	 of	 tourism	 through	 better	
management	and	governance	at	the	destination	
level. 

 • The	 Unit	 assisted	 the	 Education	 Department	
in	 collaboration	 with	 Planning	 &	 Development	
Department	by	setting	of	provincial	baselines	and	
and	targets	for	2030	for	key	education	indicators.	
The Unit also supported the Forest Department 
for developing ToRs for a research study related 
to Carbon Credits.  

 • The GB SDGs Support Unit planned to collaborate 
with	Karakoram	International	University	(KIU)	to	
identify	youth	ambassadors	to	further	the	SDGs	
agenda	by	playing	a	key	role	in	creating	linkages,	
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the Federal SDGs Unit to prepare the SDGs Data 
Gap Report 2021. 

 • The Unit conducted four capacity building 
workshops	for	research	and	statistical	officers	of	
the Planning & Development Department in GB. 

 • The Unit analysed the Annual Development 
Plan 2021-22 of AJ&K, mapped and color coded 
all	 interventions	 /	 development	 schemes	 with	
SDGs codes which were made a part of the ADP 
book 2021-22. The Unit also analysed the actual 
expenditure	of	ADP	2019-20	and	current	budget	
from	2018-19	in	the	context	of	SDGs	and	record	
the spending trend. The Unit also prepared a 
comprehensive report on, “Mapping the Annual 
Development Programmes 2018/19 to 2019/20 
with SDGs”. 

 • The	 Unit	 worked	 in	 close	 collaboration	 with	
UNDP	 Pakistan’s	 Innovation	 Acceleration	

Unit	 and	 coordinated	 meetings	 with	 P&DD,	
GB Rural Support Programme and Economic 
Transformation	 Initiative	 (ETI)	 to	 map	 possible	
future	collaborations.

 • The Unit worked with the UNICEF Country 
Office	 team	 to	 prepare	 equity	 profiles	 on	 four	
key	 thematic	 areas	 including:	 Child	 Marriage,	
Protection	 of	 Women,	 Stunting	 and	 Education,	
and	 district	 profiles	 of	 ten	 districts	 using	 key	
development indicators from the available sources 
at	the	district	level.	These	profiles	are	planned	to	
be	launched	at	district	level	consultations	soon.

 • The	 Unit	 assisted	 ILO	 Pakistan	 Country	 Office	
for	the	 identification	of	agencies	and	their	focal	
persons	for	their	Social	Protection	Initiative	which	
is	 expected	 to	 contribute	 towards	 improved	
reporting	on	SDG	Indicator	1.3.1	in	GB.	

GB SDGs Unit engaging with the representatives of Statistical & 
Research Cell, P&DD for youth engagement initiatives in Gilgit
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This young boy from Gwadar is learning the skill of fishing                                                    

Photograph by: Shuja Hakim 11



MAINSTREAMING, ACCELERATING, POLICY SUPPORT FOR SDGS IN PAKISTAN PROJECT ANNUAL REPORT, 2021

SINDH SDGs SUPPORT UNIT HIGHLIGHTS OF 2021

 • In	2021,	Sindh	SDGs	Support	Unit	in	collaboration	
with P&DD and other line departments updated 
the Sindh SDGs Framework with target level 
prioritization	 based	 on	 latest	 provincial	 and	
national	datasets	from	MICS	(2018-19).	The	final	
draft	of	SDGs	Framework	was	further	circulated	
to	line	departments	for	information.	The	Unit	also	
updated the SDGs baseline for Sindh with latest 
available	 national	 and	 provincial	 data	 surveys	
including	MICS	(2018-19).

 • To	 track	 and	 monitor	 implementation	 of	 SDGs	
framework, Sindh SDGs Unit developed the 
Results Management Framework to provide 
guidance to line departments to track SDGs 
indicators in line with their programmes. This 
framework is currently under the review of P&DD.  

 • The Sindh SDGs Support Unit is a part of the 
technical working group dedicated for designing 
M&E framework for Sindh Poverty Reduction 
Strategy and was involved in embedding relevant 
SDGs targets within M&E framework process. 
The	unit	was	 also	 involved	 in	designing	 specific	
output and outcome indicators that were a part 
of the framework.

 • During	 the	 reporting	 period	 the	 Unit	 worked	
closely	 with	 Sindh	 Bureau	 of	 Statistics	 for	 data	
reporting	 and	 monitoring.	 In	 2021,	 capacity	
building	 session	 for	 Bureau	 of	 Statistics	 was	
planned	 however	 due	 to	 COVID	 19	 restrictions	
it could not be carried out. Nevertheless, the 
module	for	the	session	was	finalized.

 • The Unit also collaborated with the Public 
Finance	 Management	 (PFM)	 team	 of	 Finance	
Department, Sindh for embedding SDGs targets 
and indicators within the budgetary framework 
of the Government. In 2021 the recurrent budget 
was mapped with SDGs at the target and indicator 
level to develop a budget tracking system for 
allocation,	releases,	and	expenditure	of	financial	
resources as per the SDGs. Similarly, new cost 
centers	 created	 in	 the	 financial	 year	 (2020-21)	
were also mapped against relevant SDGs targets 
and indicators.

 • In	collaboration	with	Directorate	of	Urban	Policy	
and Strategic Planning, Sindh SDGs Support 
Unit was in the process of aligning development 
masterplans of fourteen district headquarter 

towns in Sindh aligned with SDG 11: Sustainable 
Cities	and	Communities.	The	Unit	also	facilitated	
consultations	 on	 urban	 planning	 issues	 and	
master planning process with Secretary, Local 
Government & Katchi Abadis and Directorate 
of Urban Policy & Strategic Planning, P&DD on 
Piloting	 Urban	 Resilience	 and	 Urban	 Informal	
settlements	in	Karachi	project.	

 • The Unit provided technical support to Dawood 
Hercules	 Corp	 for	 SDGs	mapping	 and	 reporting	
of	 development	 interventions	 and	 held	 several	
sessions on alignment of their social investments 
and	responsible	business	practices	with	SDGs.

 • Sindh SDGs Support Unit provided technical 
assistance to Dawood Hercules and its sister 
entities	for	aligning	their	social	impact	investments	
with	SDGs	as	per	Pakistan	Stock	Exchange	(PSX)	
guidelines. 

 • Throughout	the	year,	the	Unit	provided	continuous	
technical assistance to P&DD, Sindhon World 
Wildlife	 Fund’s	 (WWF)	 National	 Determined	
Contribution	 (NDC)	 Project	 for	 climate	 change,	
facilitated preparatory work for establishment 
of SDGs Section in P&DD and	 notification	 of	
sub-committee	on	SDG	1:	No	Poverty.	Mapping	
of	UN	agencies	portfolio	against	SDGs	indicators	
was carried out and Sindh Provincial Programme 
team was also briefed on the process of aligning 
UN	Programme	portfolios	with	SDGs.

 • The Unit spearheaded process for successfully 
signing	 MOU	 with	 Institute	 of	 Business	
Administration	 (IBA)	 aimed	 at	 mainstreaming	
SDGs	 in	 Sindh	 by	 supporting	 research	 and	
knowledge	sharing	initiatives.

 • To	 promote	 an	 informative	 and	 engaging	 way	
for students to learn about the SDGs, the 
Unit	 facilitated	 an	 initiative	 by	 P&DD	 Sindh,	 in	
coordination	with	the	Sindh	Education	Foundation	
for	 distribution	 of	 SDGs	 focused	 information	
material	 to	 seven	 Sindh	 Education	 Foundation	
(SEF)	supported	schools	in	Karachi.

 • The	 Unit	 organized	 consultation	 sessions	 with	
UNDP, World Food Program and Food & Agriculture 
Organization	 centered	 on	 implementation	 of	
Sindh’s Agriculture Policy. 

 • The Unit developed a brief and partner capacity 
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building tool for the project Urban Resilience and 
Urban	 Informal	 Settlements	 in	 Karachi.	 Under	
this project UNDP and Karachi Metropolitan 
Cooperation	(KMC)	signed	an	MOU	for	uplifting	
parks, infrastructure, and environment of Karachi 
with	particular	focus	on	the	SDG	8:	Decent	Work	
and	Economic	Growth,	SDG	11:	Sustainable	Cities	
and	Communities,	 SDG	13:	 Climate	Action,	 and	
SDG 15: Life on Land.  

 • The Unit carried out several Physical sessions 
with Water Aid, UCLG- Lead Pakistan and Legal 
Rights Forum on key aspects of SDGs Framework 
for Sindh. The Unit also facilitated P&DD to 
present	 Pakistan’s	 perspective	 and	 Sindh’s	
provincial	 context	 in	 April	 2021	 at	 the	 online	
event	titled	“Localizing	Sustainable	Development	

Goals	 (SDGs)	 2030	 in	 Asia	 and	 the	 Pacific	-	 A	
Series	of	Roundtables	for	Sharing	Experience	and	
Lessons - April 2021” organized jointly by Asian 
Development	 Bank	 (ADB)	 and	 Organization	 for	
Economic	Co-operation	and	Development	(OECD)	
with	participation	invitation	to	UNDP	Pakistan.

 • Sindh SDGs Support Unit carried out webinar on 
SDG	5:	Gender	Equality	with	focus	on	narratives	
of	 women	 in	 leadership	 positions	 and	 working	
closely	with	UNDP	Innovation	lab.	

 • Representatives	of	the	Sindh	SDGs	Support	Unit	
participated	in	training	workshop	on	developing	
monitoring	and	evaluation	 framework	 for	Sindh	
Poverty	 Reduction	 Strategy.	 The	 workshop	 was	
part of series of technical sessions were organized 
and facilitated by European Union Success Team. 

Sindh SDGs Suport Unit held a consultative workshop on Costing 
Model for SDG#2 for Sindh in Karachi
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PUNJAB SDGs SUPPORT UNIT HIGHLIGHTS OF 2021

Specialized	 Healthcare	 &	 Medical	 Education,	
Emergency Services & Rescue 1122, Environment 
& Climate Change, Human Rights & Minority 
Affairs,	Governance	&	 IT,	and	Auqaf	&	Religious	
Affairs.	The	Unit	also	developed	the	introductory	
chapter for the ADP 2021-22, which highlights 
the core points for Government of Punjab’s 
strategy to deal with the challenges posed by 
Covid-19	 and	 outlines	 the	 significant	 sectors	
where	government	has	a	comparative	advantage	
to focus on equitable development across the 
province. A similar chapter was also developed 
by the Unit for the ADP of South Punjab. Other 
sections	 of	 the	 ADP	 that	 the	 Unit	 assisted	 in	
writing	 include	 macroeconomic	 framework,	
sector	 wise	 analysis	 of	 budgetary	 allocations	
and investments. The Unit also supported P&DD 
for developing a chapter on Punjab’s Tourism 
Strategy	focused	on	the	network	and	connectivity	
provided through CPEC.

 • To	 commemorate	 International	 Women’s	 Day	
2021, the Punjab SDGs Support Unit organized 
a	 webinar	 titled,	 “Closing	 Pakistan’s	 Gender	
Gaps through the Economic Empowerment of 
Women”	 in	 collaboration	 with	 Milkar	 Pakistan.	
The	 90-minute	 virtual	 discussion	 underscored	
the need for women’s economic empowerment 
to ensure sustainable economic growth of 
Pakistan, legal and policy reforms required for 
the	inclusion	of	women	in	economy,	protection	of	
women’s	rights	in	the	informal	sector,	mitigating	
the	 gendered	 impacts	 of	 COVID-19,	 and	 the	
private sector’s role in helping the government 
address structural barriers for the economic 
emancipation	of	women	in	Pakistan.	

 • To mark ‘16 days of Activism against GBV’ 
the Unit organized awareness sessions in 
collaboration	 with	 The	 City	 School,	 Kasur	
Campus, Milkar Pakistan and Kinnaird College, 
Lahore to engage youth for raising awareness 
about Gender Based Violence. A panel discussion 
titled	‘Community-centric approaches to ending 
violence against women’ was also co-hosted with 
Home-Net engaging policymakers, and Gender 
experts,	who	expounded	the	root	causes	of	GBV,	
problems	 faced	 by	 victims	 of	 violence	 at	 the	
grassroots	level,	and	suggested	actionable	policy	
recommendations	 to	 ensure	 their	 rehabilitation	

 • Intending	to	accelerate	progress	towards	effective	
implementation	 and	 localization	 of	 SDGs,	 the	
Punjab SDGs Unit successfully developed the 
Punjab SDGs Framework	 in	 collaboration	 with	
the P&DD and other line departments. The 
Framework	 outlines	 situational	 assessment,	
prioritization,	 and	 serves	 as	 a	 roadmap	 for	
the provincial departments/agencies for 
strengthening	 coordination	 and	 ensuring	 policy	
coherence and alignment of development 
preferences	with	 local	needs	and	priorities.	 It	 is	
approved by the SDGs Advisory Council, which is 
the highest forum at the provincial level, guiding 
the	government	on	SDGs	implementation.

 • Punjab	 SDGs	 Unit	 in	 close	 collaboration	 with	
Punjab	 Bureau	 of	 Statistics	 computed	 30-35	
indicators	 of	 SDGs,	 which	 will	 be	 a	 significant	
value	 addition	 in	 the	 Provincial	 statistical	
ecosystem.	Similarly,	 the	Unit	 is	also	computing	
regional/divisional	estimates	for	SDGs	indicators	
using data available at the district level. The 
divisional	 level	 estimates	 will	 help	 to	 compare	
the performance of South Punjab’s divisions with 
the rest of the divisions in Punjab.

 • To address persistent gender gaps and ensure 
gender equality in Punjab, the Unit gave a 
comprehensive	 presentation	 to	 the	 Standing	
Committee	 on	 Gender	 Mainstreaming	 in	
Punjab	 Assembly,	 highlighting	 many	 policy	
recommendations.	The	Unit	 also	 supported	 the	
UNDP	 country	 office	 for	 developing	 Gender 
Mainstreaming Strategy	 for	 the	 National	 SDGs	
Programme. 

 • The Punjab SDGs Unit organized a series of 
virtual	pre-budget	consultative	sessions	with	the	
representatives	 of	 Provincial	 line	 departments	
working on social sector, infrastructure 
development,	services	&	production,	planning	&	
development, and governance to make the 2021-
22 budget, SDGs responsive and inclusive.  

 • Punjab SDGs Support Unit supported the 
Planning	 &	 Development	 Board	 for	 drafting	
several chapters for the Annual Development 
Programme (2021-22) related to social sector, on 
School	 Education,	 Literacy	 &	 Non-Formal	 Basic	
Education,	Higher	 Education,	 Special	 Education,	
Primary	 &	 Secondary	 Health	 Care	 (P&SHC),	
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into society.

 • The Punjab SDGs team organized several 
consultative	 meetings	 of	 government	
departments and parliamentarians with the 
Senior Management Team of UNDP to discuss 
possible	 areas	 of	 collaboration	 to	 achieve	 the	
2030	Agenda:	

i. One	 meeting	 of	 Resident	 Representative	
UNDP, Mr. Knut Ostby and Deputy Resident 
Representative	 Ms.	 Aliona	 Niculita	 was	
held with the Chairman P&D Board, Mr. 
Muhammad Abdullah Khan Sumbal and 
Additional	Chief	Secretary	South	Punjab,	Mr.	
Saqib	Zafar	to	further	explore	achievement	of	
SDGs in Punjab and discuss social, economic 
& environmental development challenges 
of South Punjab to promote sustainable 
development equitably across all regions of 
Punjab.

ii. Three	 meetings	 of	 Assistant	 Resident	
Representative,	 Ms.	 Ammara	 Durrani	 were	
held	with	different	government	departments	
and parliamentarians on accelerated 
implementation	 of	 SDGs:	 One	meeting	 was	
held	with	 Chairperson	 Standing	 Committee,	
Gender Mainstreaming Punjab, Ms. Uzma 
Kardar, and Convener Punjab SDGs Taskforce, 
Mr.	 Muhammad	 Shafi	 to	 discuss	 possible	
interventions	 like	 sensitization	 of	
parliamentarians	 for	 effective	 oversight	 and	
legislation	 on	 SDGs	 especially	 related	 to	
SDG	Goal#5.	Another	meeting	was	held	with	
Additional	Chief	Secretary	South	Punjab,	Mr.	
Zahid A Zaman and Secretary P&DD South, 
Mr. Shoeb Iqbal Syed to discuss possible 
measures	 to	 be	 taken	 to	 reduce	 disparities	
faced	 by	 South	 Punjab,	 launch	 of	 National	
Human	 Development	 Report	 (NHDR)	 with	
special	focus	on	inequalities	in	South	Punjab,	
new	administrative	setup,	baseline	research,	
data	consolidation	and	regional	development	
plan informing future public sector investment 
in	the	area.	Similarly,	a	meeting	was	also	held	
with Chairman Planning & Development 
Board	 (P&DD),	 Punjab,	 Mr.	 Abdullah	 Khan	
Sumbal, and Secretary P&DD, Mr. Imran 
Sikandar	 Baloch	 to	 discuss	 sensitization	 of	
department secretaries for the alignment of 
their ADPs with SDGs, capacity building of 
the provincial line departments, programme 
quality enhancement, data uniformity, 

enhances advocacy, and increased visibility 
of SDGs at Provincial level. 

 • For the scale up Pakistan Inequality Debates at 
the provincial level, the Punjab SDGs Support 
Unit organized a series of dialogues with diverse 
stakeholders, ranging from parliamentarians, 
government	 functionaries,	 youth,	 civil	 society,	
academia,	 and	 media	 to	 expound	 on	 People,	
Power,	 and	 Policy	 driving	 inequalities	 in	 the	
country. Notable speakers of the event include 
Mr.	 Mian	 Muhammad	 Shaifi,	 Convener	 Punjab	
SDGs Taskforce, Dr. Muhammad Aman Ullah, 
Joint Chief Economist, P&D Board Punjab, Ms. 
Tanzeela	 Khan,	 disability	 rights	 activist,	 Ms.	
Komal	 Ahmed,	 educationist	 etc.	 All	 participants	
deliberated on the suggested measures to 
overcome	the	structural	barriers	and	actionable	
policy	recommendations	to	address	disparities.	

• To	scale	up	efforts	to	engage	academia	and	youth	
for	localizing	Agenda	2030,	the	Unit	conducted	a	
series of events. Seminars were arranged at Virtual 
University and University of Lahore to brainstorm 
ideas and strategies on how academia can 
catalyze	 accelerating	 prioritized	 SDGs.	 The	
Unit	 also	 actively	 engaged	 the	 emerging	 SDGs	
Champions	 through	 a	 virtual	 committee	 talk	
/ panel discussion organized by LUMS Model 
United	 Nations	 (LUMUN)	 to	 sensitize	 young	
students on achieving SDGs. Similarly, the 
Unit	 also	 participated	 in	 a	 panel	 discussion	 on	
‘Commitment, Readiness, and Partnerships for 
SDGs in Pakistan’ chaired by the Vice Chancellor, 
Government	 College	 University	 (GCU),	 Prof.	 Dr.	
Asghar Zaidi. This plenary session was a vital 
segment	 of	 the	 3rd	 International	 Conference	
on Environment and Sustainable Development, 
organized by Sustainable Development Study 
Centre, GCU, Lahore. 

• The	 Unit	 organized	 a	 consultation	 with	 Mr.	
Shoeb Iqbal Syed, Secretary P&D South Punjab, 
and	 experts	 on	 district	 SDGs	 localization	 plans,	
focusing	on	the	regional	context	of	South	Punjab	
and	implementing	Agenda	2030	at	the	provincial	
and regional level.

• The Unit arranged an eight-day capacity building 
training	 for	 the	 statistical	 officers	 of	 Bureau	 of	
Statistics	Punjab	to	address	the	existing	data	gaps	
for	SDGs	monitoring	&	reporting	and	conducting	
household and largescale surveys across Punjab. 
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• The Unit engaged with Home Net Pakistan for 
a	 series	 of	 consultations	with	 line	 departments	
for	their	orientation	on	Punjab	SDGs	Framework	
with	 special	 reference	 to	 maximize	 decent	
work	 and	 social	 protection	 for	 women	 in	 the	
formal economy. The unit also provided policy 
recommendations	 on	 ‘Women	 Protection	 and	
Empowerment	Action	Plan’.	

• The	 Punjab	 Unit	 participated	 in	 a	 workshop	
organized	by	P&DD	and	Sub-National	Governance	
Programme	titled,	‘Achieving	Inclusion:	Evidence-
Based	 Planning	 to	 Address	 Marginalization’	 to	
identify	 gender-based	 data	 gaps	 and	 ensure	
inclusive ADP development. 

• For	a	meeting	of	Ministry	of	Federal	Education	&	
Professional	Training	and	UNESCO	on	SDG#4,	the	

Punjab SDGs Support Unit compiled and shared 
the available data on indicators with baseline and 
current	values	 for	Punjab.	The	meeting	 focused	
on	assessing	available	data	and	 identifying	gaps	
for	 consolidation	 in	 the	 ‘National	 Education	
Management	 Information	 System’	 (NEMIS).	
Later,	a	five-day	capacity	building	training	on	the	
use	 of	 Geographical	 Information	 Systems	 (GIS),	
for	the	officers	of	PBS	was	also	organized.	

 • Punjab SDGs Unit successfully designed and 
developed	 promotional	 and	 branding	 material,	
including Punjab SDGs Framework, SDGs 
booklet,	project	brief,	and	file	folders	to	maximize	
policy advocacy, outreach, and stakeholders’ 
engagement at the grass-root level.

Youth and Academia engagement workshop held for SDGs 
localization and acceleration in Virtual University, Lahore
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A young woman from Kailash Valley, Chitral                  
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KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA SDGs SUPPORT UNIT HIGHLIGHTS OF 2021

 • To	 leverage	 the	 existing	 capacities	 of	 academia	
in	 attainment	 of	 SDGs,	 a	 Letter	 of	 Agreement	
(LoA)	was	inked	between	UNDP	and	IM	Sciences,	
Peshawar to mainstream SDGs in the curriculum 
to help create SDGs versed professionals.

 • The Unit started a study to embed tourism in the 
regional	accounts/Gross	Domestic	Product	(GDP)	
and	 to	 estimate	 contribution	 of	 the	 tourism	
sector in the province’s GDP. Moreover, the Unit 
will	generate	data	against	the	SDG	Indicator	8.9.1	
‘Tourism	 Direct	 GDP	 as	 the	 proportion	 of	 total	
GDP and in growth rate on regular basis. Besides, 
the Unit is currently undertaking the study 
titled	 “Assessment of Institutional Capacities 
of relevant Government Entities Forest 
Environment & Wildlife (FEW) to Implement 
Available Legislations/policies to Manage 
Potential Environmental Impacts and Issues” to 
review	existing	capacities	(institutional,	financial,	
human	 and	 technological)	 of	 Environment	
Department	(EPA,	Forest	&	Wildlife)	to	implement	
available	legislation.	

 • The	Unit	initiated	the	process	of	development	of	
SDG	 Accelerated	 Implementation	 Frameworks	
(AIF)	 for	 Health,	 Education,	 Agriculture	 and	
Energy	 Sector	 for	 identification	 of	 accelerators,	
bottlenecks,	 and	 their	 solutions.	 The	 TORs	 for	
Education	Plan	were	 shared	with	 the	 provincial	
Technical	 Working	 Group	 for	 Goal	 4	 and	 were	
accordingly approved, while the TORs for Energy 
sector	were	developed	in	close	consultation	with	
respective	department.

 • The	 Unit	 held	 various	 sensitization,	 and	
advocacy	related	activities	for	awareness	raising,	
mainstreaming,	 and	 adaptation	 of	 the	 SDGs,	
including:

i. One-day	 online	 sensitization	 session	 for	
the	 students	 of	 Institute	 of	 Management	
Sciences,	Peshawar	on	the	practical	approach	
towards	 mainstreaming	 and	 localization	 of	
SDGs.

ii. Awareness and advocacy session for District 
Additional	 Deputy	 Commissioners	 (F&P)	 of	
the	province	to	explore	findings	of	Provincial	
SDGs Framework, District SDGs Scorecard and 
National	Human	Development	Report	2020	

iii. Discussion with faculty and senior 

 • For	 effective	 implementation	 of	 SDGs	
Framework,	 P&DD	 KP	 on	 the	 recommendation	
of	the	KP	SDGs	Unit	KP	formulated	and	notified	
Provincial Advisory Committee (PAC), with the 
aim	to	provide	strategic	guidance	for	facilitating	
and	 accelerating	 the	 achievements	 of	 SDGs,	
recommend and approve SDGs related strategic 
documents/policies.	 The	 first	 meeting	 of	 the	
PAC	 was	 held	 on	 6th January 2021 under the 
Chairmanship	 of	 Additional	 Chief	 Secretary	
(ACS),	KP	 in	which	the	supplementary	annexure	
of PC-1 was approved, KP SDGs Framework was 
endorsed and sent to the provincial cabinet for 
approval. 

 • At strategic level, the Provincial Parliamentary 
Task	 Force	 (PPTF)	 remained	 very	 effective	 in	
mainstreaming	 SDGs	 at	 the	 lowest	 tier.	 The	
PTF also advocated for the approval of SDGs 
Framework from the Provincial Cabinet. 

 • 4th Meeting of Provincial Technical/Steering 
Committee for SDGs Support Unit Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa was held under the chairmanship 
of Secretary P&D Department, Mr. Amir Sultan 
Tareen.	The	Unit	gave	a	detailed	presentation	on	
the progress & achievements for 2020 and briefed 
the	 forum	 on	 the	 activities	 proposed	 under	
Annual Work Plan 2021 which was unanimously 
approved by the forum. 

 • To	determine	the	flow	of	provincial	funds	towards	
SDGs	implementation,	the	KP	SDGs	Support	Unit	
carried	 out	 the	 annual	 exercise	 of	 alignment	
and analysis of the ADP 2021-22. This helped 
assess provincial development budget, progress 
on	 priority	 targets	 identified	 under	 the	 SDGs	
Framework, and ADP of merged districts and 
Accelerated	 Implementation	 Plan	 (AIP)	 against	
SDGs	targets.	The	analysis	gave	a	good	indication	
of	 government’s	 priorities	 and	 resources	
allocation.	Total	of	2,342	schemes	in	ADP	21/22	
(KP,	 AIP	 and	 NMDs)	 spread	 across	 34	 sectors	
amounting	to	316	billion	PKR	were	mapped	under	
this	 activity.	 The	Unit	 for	 the	 first	 time,	 carried	
out	the	exercise	of	aligning	current	budget	cost	
centers with relevant SDGs targets.  Similarly, the 
Unit also provided technical assistance to P&DD 
and	 UNICEF	 in	 tracking	 the	 public	 finances	 for	
Nutrition	in	Khyber	Pakhtunkhwa.
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KP SDGs Support Unit participating in Provincial Dialogue on UN 
Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework in Peshawar

representatives	 of	 University	 of	 Engineering	
and	Technology	(UET)	Peshawar	for	possible	
collaboration	 regarding	 using	 Artificial	
Intelligence to map provincial budget against 
SDGs vis-a-vis track impact on the indicators.

iv. TV programme on AVT Khyber/K2 TV, on 
achievements made by the Government 
of KKP and UNDP-Pakistan regarding the 
implementation	of	SDGs	were	discussed.

v. A day-long session with departmental focal 
persons on SDGs at PC Hotel Peshawar 
on approved Framework, SDGs District 
Scorecard,	 and	 the	 United	 Nations	 Human	
Development Report 2020. 

vi. Organized	a	consultative	session	for	public	and	
private	 sector	 Peshawar-based	 universities	
to brief the faculty members on the work of 
SDGs	Support	Unit	and	to	structure	efficient	
and	 effective	 engagement	 of	 academia	 for	
mainstreaming	of	SDGs	in	education	sector.

 • The	 KP	 Unit	 on	 the	 advice	 of	 National	 SDGs	
Secretariat	and	in	close	coordination	with	Federal	
SDGs Unit developed district SDGs Scorecards 
with the purpose to give a clear picture of the 
spatial	 development	 across	 the	 province,	 thus	
paving the way for evidence-based programming 
and	interventions.

 • To	monitor	progress	on	SDGs	implementation	in	
the	 province	 since	 2015	 till	 2021,	 the	 KP	 SDGs	
Support Unit prepared an SDGs Snapshot based 

on	extensive	data	collection.	In	total,	55	indicators	
were	identified	upon	which	latest	available	data	
was documented at provincial level out of which 
41	 indicators	 showed	 signs	 of	 improvement,	
while others were either stagnant or regressed. 

 • The Unit was also made a part of a provincial 
committee	 assigned	 to	 review	 and	 finalize	 the	
findings	 of	 several	 public	 surveys	 and	 assessed	
current SDGs indicators with previous MICS. 
The Unit on the advice of the P&D Department 
KP	 also	 worked	 on	 development	 of	 proxies	 for	
89	missing	SDGs	indicators	in	collaboration	with	
Bureau	of	Statistics.

 • KP	became	the	first	province	to	prepare	an	SDG	
index	to	provide	a	snapshot	of	SDGs	progress	at	
provincial level, and to help goal-wise monitoring 
of	provincial	SDGs	progress	with	identification	of	
gaps	within	each	Goal.	This	 index	was	prepared	
on the guidelines provided by Sustainable 
Development	 Solution	 Network	 (SDSN)	 which	
prepares	global	SDG	index	annually.	

 • The	Unit	 initiated	development	of	District	SDGs	
Localization	plan	in	collaboration	with	the	P&DD	
to review provincial and district policies, plans 
and available secondary data to conduct detailed 
situational	 analysis	 of	 districts	 context	 of	 SDGs	
and mapping of indigenous resource base i.e., 
comparative	advantage	of	districts	coupled	with	
means	 for	 exploitation,	 which	 can	 be	 tapped	
for	 broadening	 district’s	 revenue	 generating	
potential.	
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BALOCHISTAN SDGs SUPPORT UNIT HIGHLIGHTS OF 2021

a larger audience living in Pashto speaking 
districts	of	Balochistan	including	Quetta,	Killa	
Abdullah and Pishin.

ii. Dissemination	 and	 display	 of	 visibility	
material	in	different	public	offices	like	district	
administration	 of	 Quetta,	 University	 of	
Balochistan etc. 

iii. Awareness raising session for the Rikshaw 
Drivers	 Association	 on	 Women Protection 
Services and	 their	 role	 in	 protection	 of	
women.

iv. Celebration	 of	 International	 Day	 of	 Persons	
with	Disabilities	in	collaboration	with	United	
Nations	 Population	 Fund	 (UNFPA),	 People’s	
Primary	 Healthcare	 Initiative	 (PPHI)	 and	
Balochistan	Boy	Scouts	Association.

v. Celebration	 of	 Human	 Rights	 Day	 in	
collaboration	with	Social	Welfare	Department,	
and	Balochistan	Boy	Scouts	Association	where	
relief packages were also distributed among 
the vulnerable segments of the society. The 
Unit	also	participated	in	the	closing	ceremony	
of	the	16	Days	of	Activism	organized	by	UNFPA	
and PPHI. 

 • Representative	of	Balochistan	SDGs	Support	Unit	
facilitated	 orientation	 session	 for	District SDGs 
Committees throughout Balochistan including 
districts	 Sibbi,	 Zhob,	 Jaffarabad,	 Sohbatpur,	
KillaSaifullah	and	Loralai	 to	operationalize	 these	
committees.	 	 Deputy	 Commissioners	 and	 other	
civil	servants	also	participated	in	these	sessions.	

 • The Unit organized a webinar on topic “Towards 
an Equal Future: Women and COVID-19” on 
11	March	 2021	 to	 commemorate	 International	
Women’s Day. Notable panelists of the webinar 
included Ms. Ammara Durrani ARR DPU, UNDP, 
Dr. Quratulain Bakhteari, CEO, IDSP, Prof. Faiza Mir, 
University of Balochistan etc. who discussed the 
need for gender mainstreaming and appointment 
of	women	in	leadership	roles	in	public	offices.

 • Th Unit collaborated with Balochistan Boy Scouts 
Association,	 Women	 Development	 Department	
and UNFPA to organize a training on Psycho-
Social Assistance to People Impacted by COVID 
-19 for 200 boy and girl scouts.

 • A	training	on	reporting	on	Labor	related	data	was	

 • Provincial Dialogue on UN Sustainable 
Development Cooperation Framework 
(UNSDCF) 2023-27 was held in July 2021 where 
75	participants	 from	Government	departments,	
academia, civil society, UN and Members 
Provincial Assembly shared their thoughts, ideas 
and	 suggestions	 and	 agreed	 upon	 provincial	
priorities	 for	 the	 upcoming	 Cooperation	
Framework. 

 • A	 Letter	 of	 Agreement	 was	 signed	 between	
University of Balochistan and UNDP-Pakistan 
for a period of four months to collaborate for 
embedding SDGs in the University’s curriculum, 
promoting	SDGs	related	research,	and	arranging	
challenge	 cups	 for	 SDGs	 related	 initiatives.	 The	
Unit also collaborated with Sardar Bahadur 
Khan	Women	University	Quetta	and	Baloshistan	
University	of	Information	Technology,	Engineering	
and	 Management	 Sciences	 (BUITEMS)	 to	 align	
their research work with SDGs. 

 • The Balocistan SDGs Support Unit coordinated 
with the UN-Pakistan’s Resident Coordinator’s 
Office,	to	organize	field	visits	and	three	meetings	
of Mr. Julien Harnies with relevant Government 
entities	 including:	 one	 with	 the	 Governor	 of	
Balochistan, Mr. Amanullah Khan, second with 
the Deputy Speaker Balochistan Assembly Mr. 
Sardar	 Babar	 and	 third	 with	 Additional	 Chief	
Secretary, Mr. Abdul Sabook Kakar. In all these 
meetings	 the	 Resident	 Coordinator	 emphasized	
on the need for aligning all UNDP programmes 
with	Balochistan’s	development	initiatives.	

 • The	 Unit	 participated	 in	 the	 Video	 Conference	
under the chairmanship of In-charge Balochistan 
Command	and	Operation	Center	(BCOC)	in	which	
all	 Divisional	 Commissioners	 also	 participated	
online.	 The	Unit	was	 appreciated	 for	 its	 efforts	
related to alignment of ADP with SDGs and 
development of all relevant documents like SDGs 
Framework etc. which helped the Government of 
Balochistan	to	finalize	its	PSDP.	

 • Balochistan SDGs Support Unit held several 
awareness raising, advocacy, and visibility related 
activities	on	SDGs,	including:

i. The Unit delivered SDGs introductory sessions 
in	Pashto	language	on	radio	channel	Sky	FM89	
organized by Mercy Corps Pakistan, to target 
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organized	 by	 International	 Labor	 Organization	
wherein the SDGs data related to child labor in 
Balochistan	was	shared	by	the	representative	of	
the Unit. 

 • Representative	of	Balochistan	SDGs	Support	Unit	
delivered	a	talk	at	the	International	Conference	on	
Computing,	Electronic	and	Electrical	Engineering	
(ICE	 Cube	 International	 Conference	 2021)	
and	 chaired	 an	 entire	 session	 on	 ‘Sustainable 
Development and Society’. 

 • Green Building Assessment of several buildings 
was carried out by a consultant including Bolan 
Medical College Hospital, Civil Secretariat and 
Provincial	Assembly	Quetta	leading	to	a	training	
session	for	the	staff	of	Energy	department,	Govt.	
of Balochistan.

 • A	 tree	 plantation	 drive	 was	 carried	 out	 at	 the	
Government	Officers	Residence	Colony	Quetta	in	
which	the	participants	planted	200	plants.

 

Orientation session for the District SDGs Committee held in Khuzdar 
was facilitated by representatives of Balochistan SDGs Support Unit

22



MAINSTREAMING, ACCELERATING, POLICY SUPPORT FOR SDGS IN PAKISTAN PROJECT ANNUAL REPORT, 2021

LESSONS LEARNT

 • One	of	the	key	impediments	faced	during	the	implementation	of	the	NISDGs	project	was	the	unavailability	
of	project	funds	during	the	financial	year	2020-21.	Due	to	late	convening	of	project	board	meeting	and	
other procedural delays the funds were released during the last week of June 2021 and could not be 
properly	utilized.	Therefore,	the	learning	for	the	next	year	is	to	ensure	timely	arrangement	of	Project	Board	
meeting,	release	of	funds,	and	subsequent	approval	of	the	Annual	Work	Plan	by	the	Project	Board.				

 • Strengthening	institutional	mechanisms	and	wider	stakeholder	engagement	is	a	core	feature	of	the	SDGs	
implementation	and	necessary	to	ensure	the	‘Whole	of	Society’	approach.	This	requires	continued	efforts	
and	 regular	 engagement	 with	 public	 offices,	 NGOs,	 Civil	 Society	 Organizations	 (CSOs),	 development	
partners, private businesses, marginalized segments of society, professional groups, women networks, 
media, youth, academia, and other stakeholders.

 • Covid-19	 remained	 a	 continuous	 challenge	 throughout	 the	 year	 causing	 hindrance	 in	 smooth	
implementation	of	the	project.	However,	all	SDGs	Support	Units	availed	this	crisis	as	an	opportunity,	using	
digital/virtual	platforms	and	 inhouse	skills	 for	physical	progress.	During	 this	time,	Sindh	SDGs	Unit	was	
able	to	get	the	approval	of	project	extension	till	June	2023	and	successfully	signed	MoU	with	IBA	and	KMC	
for	urban	development	issues	related	to	SDG	11:	Sustainable	Cities	&	Communities.	Punjab	Unit	was	also	
successfully	able	to	support	the	establishment	of	the	SDGs	Section	in	P&DD,	Punjab.	

 • Non-availability of district-level data for AJ&K and GB in the PSLM reports remained another challenge. 
Delay	 in	 communications	was	 observed	 due	 to	 dependency	 on	 paper-based	 communication	 in	 public	
offices.	Lack	of	awareness	about	SDGs	at	the	district	level	SDGs	planning	will	require	more	efforts	to	fill	
this awareness, data and planning gaps in AJ&K and GB. 
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WAY FORWARD/ KEY PRIORITIES FOR 2022

in	 collaboration	 with	 relevant	 government	
departments.	This	crucial	localization	efforts	will	
be built on the analysis done so far by UN agencies 
and	other	development	partners	in	collaboration	
with the Government of Sindh.

 • The	Sindh	SDGs	Unit	will	continue	supporting	the	
Directorate of Urban Policy & Strategic Planning, 
Sindh	 for	 district	 level	 acceleration	 plans	 for	
building strong linkages at the planning stage 
among provincial and district level departments. 
Linked	 to	 this	 initiative	 and	 to	 support	 the	
SDG#11:	Sustainable	Cities	and	Communities,	the	
Unit plans to hold an Urban Conference engaging 
all relevant public and private stakeholders in 
Karachi. 

 • To	 transform	 the	 SDGs	 agenda	 into	 practical	
investment	action	plan,	the	Unit	in	collaboration	
with	the	Government	of	Sindh	will	work	on	costing	
estimates	 for	 all	 SDGs	 based	 on	 internationally	
recognized	practices	and	methodologies.	

 • The	Sindh	SDGs	Unit	will	continue	collaborating	
with the Government of Sindh for the 
operationalization	 of	 the	 SDGs	 Framework,	
aligning plans, policies, programmes, and 
strategies with SDGs. 

 • In KP, the newly enacted Local Government Act 
2014	proposes	allocation	of	30%	of	the	provincial	
development budget to the districts. Therefore, 
the KP SDGs Support Unit plans to collaborate 
with	Provincial	Advisory	Committee	on	SDGs	 to	
make	 recommendations	 for	 budget	 allocation	
based on the district SDGs Scorecards.

 • The KP Unit structured the approach of academia 
engagement around the main tenets of bridging 
the research and policy making gap and making 
the research areas more responsive towards 
the	 information/data	 gap	 necessary	 for	 taking	
evidence-based decisions.

 • In	KP	SDGs	Unit	will	continue	policy	review	in	line	
with the SDGs Framework of key sectors leading 
to	development	of	SDGs	Acceleration	Framework	
for	addressing	the	sectoral	bottleneck	for	efficient	
service delivery.

 • Balochistan	 SDGs	 Support	Unit	will	 continue	 its	
engagement with the academia for enhanced 
awareness on SDGs.

 • The	first	SDGs	Status	report	will	be	launched	that	
presents progress on SDGs from the baseline 
year	2014-15	 to	date	at	 federal,	provincial,	 and	
regional levels. By providing a tool for measuring 
progress on SDGs indicators, this report will be a 
major	 contribution	 towards	 the	evidence-based	
policymaking	 and	 achievement	 of	 the	 2030	
Agenda. 

 • The	 Voluntary	 National	 Review	 will	 be	 carried	
out in 2022 for which the Federal Unit will be 
continuously	 engaged	 with	 the	 provincial	 and	
regional SDGs Units.    

 • Strengthening	 key	 government	 statistical	
institutions	 such	 as	 PBS	 and	 provincial	 bureaus	
will	 be	 a	 major	 activity	 in	 2022.	 This	 would	
include human resource capacity building and 
provision of new equipment and improvement of 
the available IT infrastructure. 

 • Innovation	 is	 the	 key	 to	 SDGs	 acceleration.	 In	
2022	 AWP,	 the	 Federal	 SDGs	 Unit	 will	 explore	
the	 possibility	 of	 digital	 innovation	 for	 SDGs	
implementation.

 • Conduct	 of	 consultations/workshops	 with	 the	
private sector, academia, think tanks, CSOs, NGOs 
and media for the establishment of working groups 
will be another step to coordinate and measure 
their	contribution	to	SDGs	achievements.	

 • Conduct	a	study	on	the	financial	requirement	for	
achieving SDGs considering impact assessment 
of	 past	 initiatives,	 proposed	 targets,	 and	 the	
SDG Framework for AJ&K &GB, will be another 
milestone	for	the	next	year.

 • Several capacity building training events have been 
planned	 to	 focus	 microdata	 and	 administrative	
data	 computations	 for	 SDGs	 reporting,	 media	
personals capacity building in and for youth on 
digital	marketing/digital	content	creation	to	open	
new	avenues	for	the	youth	in	different	sectors	of	
the economy. 

 • The	 Punjab	 SDGs	Unit	will	 conclude	 computing	
regional/divisional	estimates	for	SDGs	indicators	
using data available at the district level in 2022. 

 • Punjab	 Unit	 also	 plans	 to	 continue	 engaging	
academia	for	localization	of	2030	Agenda	in	2022.

 • In 2022, SDGs Support Unit Sindh plans to develop 
policy	papers	for	 localization	of	prioritized	SDGs	
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